
Konkani Sammelan – 2020 in San Jose, CA – An Update 
 
Namaskaru, 
 
The year 2020 has been filled with unfortunate and tragic events worldwide, perhaps 
the most overwhelming being the COVID-19 pandemic. Our daily lives have been 
changed significantly, and we have been forced to forgo activities we used to take 
for granted, especially those of the social nature. One of the most highly anticipated 
events for the Konkani community in North America this year was Konkani 
Sammelan 2020, the tenth Sammelan to be held since 1996. Since early May, when 
we the organizers officially postponed the event, we have wanted to find a way to 
provide safe and enjoyable entertainment to the Konkani community. On July 18th, 
with the “GharanthuEkSaan Milan” virtual program, we were delighted to reach 
many Konkani families and give them the opportunity to relax and be entertained in 
the safety of their homes. 

  
Part of our goal was to have meaningful 
conversations about how the Konkani community 
can become stronger during difficult times, 
especially in a pandemic. We invited prominent 
Konkanis to interview them about their experiences 
and perspectives on supporting one another during 
these tough times. Padmashree T.V. Mohandas 
Pai, chairman of Manipal Global Education 
encouraged viewers to consider the need for a 
stronger global Konkani community that connects 
the various Konkani Diasporas due to the relatively 
small size of our population. Pradeep Pai, 
managing director of Hangyo Ice Creams, spoke 
about organizations that support poorer Konkanis 
during the pandemic, naming the Sevanjali Trust 
and World Konkani Center as excellent places for us to support. Kedar and Preeti Kodikal, current presidents of the 
Konkani Association of California, talked about their experiences in bringing local Konkani communities together by hosting 
regular and varied virtual events (i.e. talent shows, travel photo presentations, and workout classes) and developing a 
support network for families who have higher risk of severe illness from COVID-19. Sharmila Thakkar and Kalpana 
Bhandarkar discussed the need for civic engagement from Konkanis in their countries of residence, specifically drawing 
from their experiences with community building and philanthropy in the United States. Sadanand Mankikar, who settled in 
Canada many decades ago, talked about supporting senior Konkanis in North America by providing interactive forums 
about navigating the aging process, including resources for health awareness, ethnic-friendly assisted living, and 
technological support. Finally, Dr. Gopal Bhandarkar, president of the Konkani Charitable Fund, which supports grassroots 
charities/organizations in India, urged viewers to donate to the KCF COVID-19 Relief Drive. The Konkani community 
responded generously, with KCF receiving over $40,000 in donations since our program. 
  
Besides these discussions, the program also included musical and dance performances from talented Konkani artistes of 
multiple disciplines. Well-known Hindustani classical singer Balachandra Prabhu enchanted us with renditions of popular 
bhajans, one of which was his own composition “Akaara Ukaara Makaara.” Brothers Sanjeet (flute) and Gautam (tabla) 
Nayak mesmerized us with a melodious bandish in Raag Yaman as well as a piece in praise of Lord Rama. Saxophonist 
Anjali Shanbhogue and her band played both devotional and film music, to the delight of the audience. Singer Bharat 
Kundaje, who is part of late Pt. Bhimsen Joshi’s lineage of Hindustani music, performed beautiful bhajans in different 
languages praising Lord Krishna. Besides our guest musicians, we had opening and closing Bharatanatyam dance 
performances by local Bay Area dancers, along with a few other energetic dances sprinkled throughout the program. 
  
We are very proud to have not only provided meaningful speeches about the future of the global Konkani community but 
also have showcased the incredible talent our community possesses. During the live streaming of “Gharanthu Ek Saan 
Milan,” almost a thousand families were watching the show, from multiple countries across the world. We left the show up 
to allow more people to enjoy, and the view count is now close to ten thousand! The Sammelan 2020 committee began 
“Gharanthu Ek Saan Milan” as a project to fulfill our goal of supporting Konkani entertainment, culture, and philanthropy 
and to hopefully brighten a day for everyone stuck at home and unable to interact with one another during the pandemic. 
Our desire is to make such programs a more regular practice within this community and to inspire Konkanis to host 
interactive events. What better way to strengthen our small, spread-out community and help our culture last and flourish for 
many more years to come! 



 
If you missed watching this show live, here are the links to the recorded version: 
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mqD6cJwuw1c 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/2020gammath/videos/2718444191770940 
 
Gurukul Classes: 
Based on the explanation about this program during “Gharanthu Ek Saan Milan”, we 
have received several requests to open the “GURUKUL” program, organized by the 
Konkani Association of California, to Konkani families across North America. 
KAOCA team has graciously agreed. The free classes are online and take place 
once every three weeks between 11 am to 2 PM PDT. Led by enthusiastic 
volunteers, this program teaches Konkani language and culture to Konkani-
American children. We welcome everyone to join! Several families from New Jersey, 
New York, Southern California, Seattle, Arizona, and Ontario have joined this 
program through the respective Konkani organizations.  
 
To join, please contact: 
kaoca2020rocks@gmail.com or 408-334-6178 
 
Our best wishes to the Konkani Community to stay safe and healthy during these challenging times. 
 
Please note that our in-person Konkani Sammelan event will be held at San Jose McEnery Convention Center in California 
from July 2-4th, 2021.If you have questions, please do not hesitate to call us at 408-459-8423 or email us at 
askammani@konkanisammelan.org  
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