
Khabbar XLIII  No. 3  Page: 1 

Khabbar And You and Me 
 
I have been the honorary editor of Khabbar for the last 40+ years and I have decided that this year will be the 
last year I will publish Khabbar. NAKA will take over publishing Khabbar from April 2021 onwards. More 
details will follow. 
 
 I had the immense pleasure of publishing this newsletter on a quarterly basis. The kindness and well wishes 
showered by the North American Konkani family to me and my team was the only reason why I was able to publish 
Khabbar for so long. I will always cherish this.   
 
I’ve  put all the older issues of Khabbar on the web at: http://www.ekhabbar.com/Back%20Issues.htm  and when the 
final issue (4Q 2020) gets published, all issues will be on the web. Please go thru the old issues and let me know if 
you would like to delete any items that are sensitive to you or your family. 
 
Thanks 
 
Vasanth, Honorary Editor, Khabbar 
khabbar@gmail.com 
(979)-236-4129 (Mobile) 
 
Here are few more responses I got based on the above. This proves that the community’s well wishes were 
there for Khabbar all the time: 
 
Hello Vasanth, 
                           All good things, we are told, must come to an end. And so it is that we read with some sadness that 
you want to take a well deserved permanent break from the editorship of our beloved Khabbar Newsletter, which 
like clockwork, all Konkani families looked forward to opening and reading at their leisure every four months. 
                     
                                                       Kudos to you for keeping it going for the past many years. We can well understand 
the many hours you labored over each issue to mail it before the deadline to so many eager Konkani families. As 
often turns out, the things in life most worth valuing are those we take for granted, season after season, year after 
year, until they are taken away.  
 
                                                 It is our earnest hope that the baton will be taken over by some young and enthusiastic 
Konkani, and Khabbar will live on. We all collectively owe you many sincere Thanks, and we wish you and Poornima 
many years of happy retired life.  
                                                                                     With kind regards,  

Padmini and Krishna Nayak 
nayakp01@yahoo.com 

 
Dear Friend and Honorary Editor of Khabbar, Mr. Vasant Bhat and Poornima, 
Thank you for serving Konkani community for over 40 years, spending countless hours to keep community 
informed. Through Khabbar you kept us informed of Konkani achievements, births, graduations, weddings, good 
news, charity, happenings present and future and latest addresses and telephones. Me and Sheila credit you and 
Poornima for your sacrifice and time put in for so long. We wish you a long happy and healthy retirement. We are 
very happy that you laid solid foundation and continuation through NAKA for future Khabbar quarterly issues. We 
love you and Poornima, God bless you and your family. 
 

Chandrakant And Sheila Mahale 
chadmahale@gmail.com  
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Dear Vasanthmam, 
Thank you very much for voluntarily taking care of Khabbar for 4 decades with great passion and determination. 
For the past 10+ years I waited for Khabbar mainly to solve the next Kwiz. I have to mention about my long term 
Kwiz tracker, dear Radha (Amulipachi) Golikeri from Houston. 
Thanks for uploading ALL Khabbar issues at: http://ekhabbar.com/Back%20Issues.htm 
Thanks again for your sincere services and best wishes for the new NAKA “khabbar” teams. 
Regards, 

Govind Kamath 
Govind_kamath@yahoo.com 

Editor’s Reply: 
I must congratulate you. You did solve ALL the quizzes in Khabbar without fail! 
My Dear Vasanth  
 
We were so fortunate to have you as the Editor, Publisher ( along with all other associated responsibilities) for 
Publishing Khabbar for the last 40 years or so. I want to congratulate you and thank you for your service to our 
community. The Khabbar in the earlier years ( 70's thru 90's) was the premier source for us Konkanis to know the  
community activities across USA  and specially to learn all of  our children’s accomplishments in various fields in the 
Hoon Khabbar segment. The yearly mailing list was so essential not only to obtain the addresses but also to see the 
“ who and whereabouts “of new comers to this country. In all, we always were looking forward to the arrival in 
mail of the Khabbar to know the “hoon khabbar” . Happy retirement and thanks again and a sincere “Dev Barre 
Koro”  

Narasimha and Shantha 
nckamath@hotmail.com 

FREE App “Vardik”
 
By the grace of God & Swamijis and blessings of elders we have launched a FREE App “ Vardik ” exclusively for _GSB 
matrimonial services_ . Currently it is available on Android platform only.  
 
You can see profiles of eligible boys and girls after logging in with your Google account. Contact details, Professional 
details & address can be accessed ONLY after creating profiles. Saving photo or taking screenshot are disabled to ensure 
the safety of data. Share the App with all your *Amchigele contacts only* .  
 
If you find any suitable boy/ girl, approach them for photos and Horoscopes directly. Later you can share the same with 
your family members. Please avoid creating multiple profiles of the same person. The App will detect & delete all the 
profiles automatically if multiple profiles of one person is created. 
 
We are not the match makers. This is a small attempt to bring eligible boys & girls on single platform. Verification of 
information available in the App to be done by respective families as we are only facilitating. We cannot guarantee the 
authenticity of the information provided by the users.  
 
Please let us know when a boy/girl in the database gets engaged or married and also delete the profile. 
 
Contact the developer with any feedback or suggestions: gsbvardik@gmail.com    
 
We have also created a Facebook page and an Instagram page. We will be promoting profiles in those pages subject to 
terms and conditions. Please follow the same. Links are given below: 
Instagram:  https://www.instagram.com/gsbvardik  
Facebook: https://m.facebook.com/groups/340988646923319/  
 
To promote your profiles in those pages please contact developer on: gsbvardik@gmail.com  
WhatsApp: 9321539340  
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Hoon Khabbar 
Konkani Graduates: 

SIDDHARTH, s/o Srinivas & 
Gayatri Pai of Torrance, CA 
earned his Bachelor of Science in 
Business Administration from 
USC, Los Angeles. 

 
Relocation: 

PAI family, Sadanand & 
Sharda, have relocated from 
Cypress, TX to 36276 Birkshire 
Place, Newark, CA 94560. The 
phone numbers are (832)-506-
8045 and (650)-391-9911 and 
email: snpai@yahoo.com. 

 
New Arrivals: 

ESHANA, a baby girl to 
Chandan & Pavithra Pai of 
Woodland Hills, CA on April 16 
2020. The proud paternal 
grandparents are Madan Pai of 
Bangalore, India and maternal 
grandparents are Pandurang 
Mahale & Jaya Mahale of Goa, 
India. 

 

VIKAS, a baby boy to Siddharth 
& Suma Prabhu of Seattle, WA, 
on Monday, June 29 2020, baby 
brother to big sister Mira.   
Paternal grandparents are 
Praveen & Prema Prabhu of 
Greensboro, NC and the maternal 
grandparents are Ram & Shammi 
Prasad of S Windsor, CT.   
 
SHAAN, a baby boy to Nitin & 
Rushina Ubhayakar of Glendale, 
CA on July 29th, 2020. 
The proud paternal grandparents 
are Deepak & Asha Ubhayakar 
of Upland, CA and maternal 
grandparents are Ashok & Sudha 
Jain of Walnut, CA. 

 
70th Birthday Celebrations: 

Families and friends of the 
“Houston son”, SURESH 
SHENOY of Sugar Land, TX 
celebrated a surprise 70th 
Birthday Party to him on June 23, 
2020. Due to the pandemic 
situation, all his friends lined up 
in their cars and drove by his 

home and “met” him and his 
family to wish him their best 
wishes and regards.   
 

Obituary: 
Smt. RADHA RAO, wife of the 
late Dr. U. B. Rao, passed away 
peacefully in her home in 
Mumbai on August 10, 2020. 
Beloved mother of Rekha 
(Satish) Kamath of Bloomfield 
Hills, MI, Sudhir (Sushila) Rao 
of Big Rapids, MI, Nandita 
(Uday) Hegdekar of Mumbai, 
India and Renuka Bijoor (Sanjay 
Bhakta) of New York, NY. 
Cherished grandmother of Deepa 
and Smita Kamath, Nivedita and 
Namita Hegdekar, Vinay Bijoor 
and Arya Rao. 
 

Send your “hoon khabbars” to: 
Khabbar, 

PO Box 222 
Lake Jackson, TX 77566-0222 

Email:khabbar@gmail.com 
 

Konkani Happenings 
This unprecedented pandemic caused lock down of the whole world for over 7 months! During this time, North 
American Konkanis maintained their sanity by “virtual meetings” to meet fellow Konkanis and below are some of the 
activities that happened during those times. 
 
Houston Area Amchigale samaj (HAAS) Virtual Event (Shri Krishna Janmashtami): 
HAAS celebrated Krishna Janmashtami on August 8th 2020. 34 families gathered together via Zoom at 4 pm 
sharp. Dr. Ramakrishna Prabhu started the program with a prayer for our brothers and sisters in India 
affected by the torrential rains and also for the people around the world facing various calamities. Neela 
Kamath welcomed everyone and Shobha Shenoy as emcee introduced all the performers. Saisha and 
SanikaBellare, Chaitra and Aditya Shenoy, Uma Kamath and SamhitaBhat delighted the audience by singing 
beautiful Krishna bhajans. Bhageshri Karkal sang “yore pora” to son Samvit who was dressed up as adorable 
Krishna. Priya Shashital portrayed the “makhan chor” Krishna. Then came the highlight of the program “Divine 
Miracles”. Ira Domnitz came up with the idea and his wife Rupa wrote and narrated the play beautifully. Their 
son Rivan worked round the clock choosing the background scenes, sound effects and editing. Rivan and 
Natanya Domnitz, Chaitra and Aditya Shenoy, Sahana and Priya Shashital played multiple roles throughout 
the play. Shantakka sang a beautiful Konkani bhajan followed by Pushpa Desai singing a popular kannada 
bhajan. Ramakrishna Prabhu and Ravindra Pai recited the Ashtottara as tulsi leaves were offered. In 
conclusion Mangalarti was performed by Ramakrishna, Maya and Nina Prabhu and Ravindra and Shanti Pai. 

By: Shobha Shenoy, shobhavshenoy@yahoo.com 



Khabbar XLIII  No. 3  Page: 4 

The Konkani Social Club (KSC): 
The fun group, KSC of Houston, TX, continued holding weekly Zoom meetings (thanks to Sudhir Golikeri/Mrudula Rao & 
Suren Kamath) to “meet” fellow members. Every week there was something special- karaoke night, Bingo game, jokes, 
exchange delicious recipes, variety entertainments, etc.  
 
Konkani Association Of California (KAOCA): 
This quarter also KAOCA kept their families busy during the lockdown with weekly activities which included Bingo games, 
karaoke singing, bhajans, graduation ceremonies, travel dairies, knitting classes, meditation, dumb charades, “Om nama 
shivaya” chanting, on-line Gurukul classes, Kapoor nite special, Anthakshari, yoga, zumba, and many more activities. 
 

HOSA Bowl, Anatomy and Occupational Health Competition winner – Sneha Shenoy 
SNEHA (d/o Sunil & Sandhya Shenoy  of Spring, TX) and team won the Global competition last year at the HOSA (Health 
Occupations Student Association) International Leadership Conference (ILC) event in HOSA bowl which is the toughest 
event as it is a quick fire test of medical knowledge.  
 
This year the team made it to the Globals level again after winning the district and state level competitions (held back in 
February). However, because of the current situation, the Global competition was virtual. 
 
This year, she also participated in additional events AND won all three International competitions that she entered 
(HOSA Bowl, Anatomy and Occupational Health).  Such a great honor. Her hard work and dedication really paid off.   To 
boot, she was also one of a select few handful students out of 100s of thousands in the country to receive the highest 
level Gold Medal for the Prestigious Barbara James Service award which acknowledges students for serving the 
community from a health care perspective.  (She served more than 250 hours of volunteering).   
 
Earlier this month, She was elected by students and faculty to be the President of her School HOSA Chapter, a honor in 
itself.  She lead her team by example in these intense competitions.  
 

Global Pandemic through the Eyes of KASC Kids 
Varsha Baliga (8 Years): 
This is how I feel about Coronavirus. I have to wear a mask wherever I go and it is not the most comfy of clothing for 
your face. I also can't talk to my friends in person without wearing a mask or I have to talk to them virtually. Also I don't 
get to see my friends when I go to school and I have to talk to my teacher virtually. Even though people say its new 
normal but I don't like it!!! 
 
Tanusha Shanbhag (9 Yrs): 
What I think about the global pandemic. From the point of how we are living now it is not very bad it's just not normal 
for us...but if we stick together we will be able to get through this as a team. We should not criticize anyone for the 
cause of this virus. Please wear a mask to prevent the spread. 
 
Anand Pai (10yrs): 
Quarantine has been very long. I miss all my school friends and my soccer team. I really liked our league games, but 
there haven’t been any. School is easier online so I like that. But, because of corona, I made a lot of online friends and 
became better friends with my neighbors. I still wish we could go out more, I want to eat outside again! 
 
Mayank Shenoy (11 years): 
COVID 19 forces everyone to stay home and use the Internet at the same time, making the WiFi very slow. It makes it 
hard to communicate with friends. 
 
Atul Prabhu (11 Years): 
This pandemic has brought many good things for us. With social media apps like Facetime, Twitter, Instagram, Zoom, 
and Whatsapp, people are able socialize more with each other. These apps have developed so much that I can talk to my 
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cousins and family members all the way from India. Even though I miss going to school in person, these apps have 
helped me talk to my friends and learn a new way of schooling. Now that we have to wash our hands and sanitize a lot, 
we are more hygienic and clean. It looks like this pandemic has brought a lot of good things after all. 
 
Veda Baliga (11 Years): 
The global pandemic has changed my life in so many ways. From wearing a face mask, to staying away from my friends. 
Also missing out on my first year of middle school! Not only that, but not going to some of my favorite shops and 
restaurants. I am being optimistic and hopefully we will get through it with joyful ending. 
 
Om Shanbhag (12 yrs): 
The Global Coronavirus Pandemic is simply a big problem that needs a solution. In a time like this, I feel that it is 
important to not wait for someone in higher authority to tell us to do something, but do what is necessary on our own 
regardless of what anyone says (washing hands, wearing masks, social distancing, etc.). We need to put our needs and 
those of others before our comforts. I feel that any discrimination caused by Covid is WRONG. We shouldn’t 
differentiate ourselves in any way from each other because in the end, no matter what your nationality, ethnicity and 
social standing are, we are all equally affected and vulnerable. In the end if we work together, do what we should do 
rather than what we want to do, stand together as equals and most importantly persevere, then I strongly believe that 
we will find a way out of this. 
 
Daksh Prabhu (12 Years): 
During late December of 2019, some news popped up of a virus that was found in Wuhan, China. They called it 
Coronavirus or Covid-19. Did anybody take that seriously? I didn’t even care. I thought that it was like small flu that 
would not even reach us, living in California. A few months later, the World Health Organization (WHO) declared a 
pandemic! Still, it didn’t provoke my safeguard to the virus. A few days later, there was a case popping up everywhere in 
the world! At that time, the leaders with the virus were Italy and China. The virus kept growing, and we were given stay 
at home orders. My school was closed, and they said we will be back in two weeks. I was really happy that I would have 
a mini-vacation. Many people got laid from jobs. And most importantly, people were dying. That is by the minute. Yeah, 
my school didn’t open. But, I still had hope that we would go back by the end of the year. I also had hope that a vaccine 
would come by August. America came first on the list with the most cases. Who knew that this unnoticed virus would 
come to such an extent? Going out, I was required to wear a mask. Now, wearing amask feels normal, and when you see 
people not wearing one, you say, “Oh my god, Haka kalna kasalleke!” But, let's spread some positivity. Working from 
home, you could see your family the whole time. People who had to travel a lot from work got to stay at home.  
August 30, 2020: Here I am. At home. Still I have online school because there is still no vaccine. I am still wearing masks 
when going outside, and my oh my. Cases are still rapidly increasing. But it is important for you to always have hope. I 
think the pandemic has ruined many lives but helped many others. I know, things are not fair. But, you should always 
know that everything will be normal. Or not. Just kidding! For now, be safe, be happy. 
 
Aditya Shenoy(17 Years): 
During this Global Pandemic it is helpful to be informed of the current events, as it is easy to overlook its effects on our 
economy, lives, and jobs. Here is some news: 
Contrary to health specialists the CDC has Changed their Testing Protocol, they said that those without symptoms don't 
need to be tested even if exposed, which essentially means that even if you think you might have been exposed you 
don’t get tested which is dangerous as people unknowingly might keep spreading the virus. 
Also, because of the virus air travel has been down 70% which has resulted in the temporary shutdown of most airlines 
and around 19,000 workers have been laid off. 
As the a market and economy is trying to recover from the last couple months of uncertainty and job layoffs, some 
shops and businesses have opened and helped reduce the unemployment rate from 14.7% in April to 10.2% in July. 
 
Mihir Shenoy (18 Years): 
Love is incredibly important during pandemics. When people love others, they sacrifice their desires for the safety of 
others. They do what is right for humanity regardless of what the government does. 
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Tribute to Chandragiri Dinaker Rao (1938 – 2020) 
 

There are some people who bring a light so bright to this world, that even after 
they are gone the glow remains. CHANDRAGIRI DINAKER RAO of Austin, Texas 
was one of them! Dinaker left for his heavenly abode on September 5, 2020.  He 
was truly a Konkani icon of Austin. He led an exemplary life full of love, 
compassion, tolerance and service. His passing marks the end of an important 
chapter for a large circle of friends, family and a host of folks to whom he was a 
mentor.  
 
Dinaker was born on October 30, 1938, and brought up in South Kanara. He 
earned his bachelor’s degree in chemical engineering from Indian Institute of 
Science in Bangalore.  He worked for DCM in Kotah and later with Engineers India, 
Ltd in Delhi. He came to the University of Texas in Austin in 1972 to pursue his 

doctoral studies in chemical engineering. Upon completing Ph.D., he worked as a post-doctoral fellow prior 
tojoining the State of Texas in their Radiation Control group.  He had a stellar academic and professional 
career. Dinaker enjoyed teaching and mentoring. He taught for several years at the University of Texas 
(Austin), chemical engineering department (1994-2008) as well as at Austin Community college in his 
retirement years. 
 
Austin being a university town, lots of new students and young couples arrive there every year just like 
Dinaker and Jyostna(D&J) did nearly 5 decades ago. With their helpful nature and gracious hospitality, D&J 
were always there to host and guide many new arrivals to this city. Many of these contacts blossomed into 
lifelong friendships.  
 
For almost 25 years, Dinaker would book the Bastrop or Fort State Parker state park, the first day the 
reservations were open,for the Good Friday weekend get-together of Konkanis in Southern States (aka KISS).  
D&J were among the founding members and the anchors of KISS community by working tirelessly to make 
these get-togethers successful and enjoyable.  
 
Dinaker was also one of the founding members of ICMCA (Indian Classical Music Circle of Austin) in 1991. Over 
the years, Dinaker and Jyotsna had hosted several musicians from India.  They were always on hand to support 
the community functions and celebrations in Austin. These involved planning and execution of events, rides 
for guests to and from the airport, help with cooking for large groups etc.  
 
Taking care of the needy was D&J’s credo. They often helped by picking medicines, delivering food and 
sometimes bringing the sick to their home and taking care of them.  Jyotsna  worked for the blind school 
where the children developed a special bond for herIn his later years, although afflicted with severe 
respiratory issues, Dinaker never complained about the illness, and maintained a cheerful composure.    
 
Dinaker has left a beautiful  legacy for the future generations.  
 
He leaves behind his wife, Jyotsna, of 54 years, daughters, Ashlesha and Ashwini, and their families including 
six loving grandchildren, and his loving nephew, Sameer Chandragiri, who was like a son to him, and his family. 
 
May Dinaker’s soul attain Sadgati! 

By: Radha Golikeri 
September 7, 2020 
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Amay Kamath & Tanvi Mallya raise funds for KCF
“No one has ever become poor by giving.”- Anne Frank 
 
During the COVID-19 pandemic, I wanted  to do something meaningful with my free time. With all the volunteering 
services being closed, I didn’t have a lot of options. One day, my mom mentioned an email from Gopal-mam, president 
of Konkani Charitable Fund. My family was familiar with this organization because my aunt, Shalini Pai (a KCF hero), has 
been involved with them for quite some time. The email stated that our brethren needed help back in India as a result of 
the pandemic. I thought, why not appeal to our local Konkani association, Michkon, for donations. I shared this idea with 
my friend, Tanvi Mallya, and we both agreed to start a GoFundMe. We started off with a modest goal of $500 and little 
did we know that we would exceed this amount within a few days. And so we raised our goal to $1,000 and soon, even 
that was exceeded. We were ecstatic that our family and friends were so generous with their contributions. As we hit 
$1,500, Tanvi and I began to contact other Konkani associations across the country and around the world. The money 
kept increasing and our friends kept donating. $2,447 has been raised on the GoFundMe, alone, and $500 was sent 
directly to KCF in our names. In total, we have collected $2,997.  
 
Donations will be used for any number of necessities, including medical care, especially for Konkanis living in rural areas 
of India. These are the places that need the most attention as economic inequality is the greatest here. The need is even 
greater now as India has the third largest number of COVID-19 cases in the world. If after reading this, you would like to 
contribute, please donate to KCF and help Gopal-mam further his cause. We are extremely proud of the money we 
raised and we can’t wait to hear the help it’ll bring to Konkanis. 
 
Here is the link for the Go Fund Me: https://www.gofundme.com/f/konkani-relief-efforts-in-india  

 
Amay Kamath 
Amay Kamath is a high school senior living in the suburbs of Detroit, Michigan with high 
hopes for the future. His favorite things to do are to watch Bollywood movies with his 
family, hang out with friends, read a good book, and travel to other countries around the 
world. At school, Amay is a part of the STEM Biomedical academy. He is also the captain of 
his high school’s swim team as well as a varsity athlete. Amay is the secretary and co-
founder of the PCEP American Red Cross club, a member of his school’s Congress(student 
government), and a volunteer at his local hospital. Amay works at Kumon as tutor and 
enjoys helping kids. He’s also helping his mom raise her second Future Leader Dog for the 
Blind. In college, Amay would like to major in pre-med or biology and go on to medical 
school to become a doctor. 
 
 

Tanvi Mallya 
Tanvi Mallya is a current high school senior attending Salem High school in Canton, MI. 
She is part of the biomedical STEM program at her school and has hopes of  pursuing a 
career in the biomedical field. Throughout the years, Tanvi has consistently volunteered 
at the humane society, food ministry, and blood drives. To continue her passion for 
volunteering and spread the opportunity to others, Tanvi co-founded an American Red 
Cross club at her school in which she organized various fundraisers, raising money for 
Australian wildfires, measles & rubella vaccinations, and more. In addition, Tanvi is part 
of the varsity pom team at her school and has been a part of the team for 4 years. When 
she is not practicing or working, Tanvi enjoys cooking, spending time with friends, and 
listening to music. 
 
Here’s the response from Dr. Gopal Bhandarkar, President, KCF: 
Hi Amay, Tanvi, 
 Thank you very much for your Bio & the portrait. Both the Bio & The portrait are very 
impressive. You,  both are destined to have a bright future. I am so glad that you both did 
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something wonderful for your fellow Konkani Brothers & Sisters, affected by COVID 19 pandemic, back home in India. 
 I am so impressed by both of you  that I have decided to Match the amount you have raised. Today I will send an 
additional donation of $ 3003  to Go Fund me  Thus your total raised will be $ 6000. 
 I sincerely hope that your hard work of raising funds for poor & needy  will be emulated by other young students not 
only in your  area but all over USA. 
 You have made your parents proud of you. Thank you very much  for your work on behalf of Konkani Charitable fund. 
This will be on our website within a few days. It will also be published in Konkani newsletter Khabbar. Please share my 
reply with your  parents. 

                                                                             Gopal Mam 

KAOCA Sangam
Namaskaru,  
KAOCA (Konkani Association Of California) is proud to announce a new alliance program: “KAOCA Sangam” – to bring 
eligible Konkanis together and ensure our Konkani heritage and language is intact for eternity! 
 
Konkanis are already a small community worldwide and shrinking because of inter-community marriages. Konkani, as a 

language, as a cultural community and our Konkani Saraswat 
identity needs to be preserved for future generations. 
“KAOCA Sangam” is a small effort to ensure the continuity of our 
Konkani Saraswat language and culture - developed for eligible 
Konkanis of marriageable age and intention to get to know each 
other and hopefully find their suitable match. 
  
Looking for a Konkani match will be a 3-step process: 
1.     Registration: Register your details here (Only if you are a 
Konkani or have a Konkani background/roots.) 
2.     Verification: An appointed KAOCA committee member will 
contact you personally and will verify the information that you 
provided, including checking if you are a Konkani or have a 
Konkani background. 
3.     Access to prospects: Once you are verified by the appointed 
KAOCA committee member, then you will be able to access 
suitable prospects who have registered and have been verified. 
  
 

Note: 
KAOCA is not liable for: 
1.     Whether the person you are interacting with is a Konkani or has a Konkani background. 
2.     The outcome of the interaction you have with prospects, in terms of any emotional, social or financial implications. 
3.     The success of the subsequent alliance. 
  
For any questions about “KAOCA Sangam”, please email kaocasangam@gmail.com  
 
 

Ulhas Kamath & Pradeep Pai - part of the “Vision Group”

In July 2020, the Government of Karnataka has constituted a *VISION GROUP* for establishment of. 
*"FMCG MANUFACTURING CLUSTER"* in Dharwad district, Karnataka, under  *COMPETE WITH 
CHINA SCHEME* as per the announcement in the budget 2018-19 under the chairmanship of Sri Ullas 
Kamath, JMD ,Jyothy laboratories Ltd. and includes Sri Pradeep G. Pai ,MD , Hangyo icecreams Private Ltd. 
as one of the members.   
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Gharanthu Ek Saan Milan – Analysis with a Reply to a couple issues
By: Damodar Baliga, Treasurer, NAKA  baliga789@gmail.com   

 
My hats off to the Sammelan organizing Committee for hosting this virtual mini-sammelan. It was a great idea, a 
welcome relief to all of us stuck at home because of the Covid-19 virus. The performing artists were all really good. 
 
I have to admit I was taken aback by the criticism for use of English by some participants during the event. You 
have to remember, language is only a tool for communication. You use whichever tool you have that you think is 
best suited for the job. If you are more comfortable using English and you know all listeners can speak and 
understand English, I see nothing wrong with speaking in English. Let’s be honest – when you talk to your own kids 
or other Konkani friends, don’t English words creep in? Oh, yes, this is Konkani Sammelan – meant to foster our 
language and culture. But let us not forget the other purpose of the Sammelan : meeting and having a good time 
with our friends from back home. Do you all make it a point not to use any English words when you talk amongst 
yourselves? 
 
Some other comments on the side referred to “colorful rainbow”. One lady is saddened by Konkani youth marrying 
non-konkanis. That’s bound to happen no matter how hard we try. That is why this country is called the melting 
pot of the world. But we want to slow down the process and that’s why we started Konkani Sabha and 
subsequently, NAKA, to give a chance for our kids to get together and get to know more Konkani youths. The good 
news is that there seem to be a number of youngsters ready to organize and carry on the Youth Sammelan every 
year. Let us give them our full support. If you can spare some time, please volunteer to help carry on NAKA’s 
mission. With our Hon. Editor of Khabbar Vasanth Bhat retiring, we desperately need some hands to continue 
Khabbar and try to reach even more Konkanis. 
 
On behalf of NAKA and myself, I thank Vasanth Bhat for his years of service to the Konkani community as Editor of 
Khabbar and also for being a founding member of NAKA. It has been such a great honor and pleasure for me to 
work with Vasanth & Nina Padukone to get NAKA going. We wish him and Poornima (behind every great man there 
is a great woman) a long, happy and healthy retired life. May God bless us all. 
  

Pai family endowment in memory of Luke Lakshman Gould
By: Shanthi Pai, shanthig.pai@gmail.com  

September 5th is the first year anniversary of our greatest loss.  Yes, we lost Luke, my grandson, to brain cancer, a month 
short of his wedding anniversary.  The only  way I see to keep him close to me and  his memories alive, is to  support  his 
passions, women's equality and social justice. 
 
An Endowment, "Pai family endowment in memory of Luke Lakshman Gould '' is established  in the Konkani Charitable 
Fund.  We are privileged to have Dr. Gopal Bhandarkar managing it to produce best returns. 
 
The fund will in perpetuity support   Mahila Dakshata Samiti,   the core principles  of which are “Health, Education, 
Empowerment and Equality of women” , based in Bangalore, India.  The website to explore  this organization is, 
http://mahiladakshatasamiti.org/  This establishment has won best NGO awards several times,  No wonder, as I had seen 
the whole board's hands on struggles and their accomplishments.   
 
Every year, on Luke's birthday, earned revenues will be granted to them. These distributed funds are earmarked for 
rehabilitation.  Where the abused and neglected women are empowered , educated and supported to be on their own 
following their dreams or passions.  The support will include  psychiatric care and vocational training.  
 
Another Endowment to support social justice is in the works,  especially now. 
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No words can  express my gratitude for the love, all  of my treasured extended family had poured on us during these 
awful times.  God bless you all and  all  of my Konkani Community. 
 
Response from the Dr. Gopal Bhandarkar, President of KCF: 
I will start the donation drive with my personal donation of $ 1000.00. Donations to   "Pai family endowment in memory 
of Luke Lakshman Gould ''   should be sent to Konkani Charitable Fund , 43 Spray Court, Bayport, N.Y. 11705 or you may 
donate via Paypal at our website: https://www.konkanicf.org  
Please write on the check or email that your donation is meant for the "Pai Family Endowment Fund in memory of Luke 
Lakshman Gould".  Any questions please call me @(631)- 472-1418 or email: gabhandarkar@gmail.com .Thanks. 
 
Khabbar Response: 
I pledge my personal donation of $ 500.00. 
 


