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Khabbar Follies 
In this section, Khabbar looks into the Konkani community and anything and everything that is Konkani from a 
Konkani point of view.  The names will never be published but geographic location will be identified in general 
terms.

There is no doubt in my mind that Khabbar is a part & parcel of life of Konkanis in North America. In fact, Khabbar has developed a 
special relation with most of the Konkani families and here are some examples of those close encounters of a different kind….…… 
 
The Konkani Sammelan 2016 in Atlanta was a fabulous event. 
Kudos to the Team KAOG who did an outstanding job for a 
successful sammelan.  But, the financial situation was bleak! 
Before the sammelan started, there was a forecast of heavy 
deficit!! For various reasons, the anticipated fund raising did 
not materialize. Team NAKA and Team KAOG did an 
extreme fund raising and the Konkani community at large 
opened their heart and the wallet. All said and done, to 

everybody’s relief, at the end of the sammelan, there was a 
surplus! 
 
Thanks to everyone who came to the rescue to make KS-2016 
a complete success. 
 
Editor’s Reply: 
Now, that is what I say is the Konkani spirit. 

 
 

  ***** 
SUBSCRIPTION FORM: 

Dear Konkani family, 
It is time to renew your subscription for 2016.The numbers on the mailing label clearly 
indicate the year/s the dues for Khabbar has been received since 2014. Please, note that 
you have the FREE access to the eKhabbar, the electronic version of Khabbar, by logging 
on to eKhabbar.com.  If you want hard copy, then only remit your subscription at 
$15.00/yr. Please, don't pay for future years!  Fill the form below and send your 
subscription with a check payable to Khabbar, P. O. Box 222, Lake Jackson, TX 77566-0222. 
(Canadian Konkanis please pay cash or MO in US$) 
 
Name: __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Spouse Name: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone: _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email ID:  _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………Children…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Name    Boy/Girl   d.o.b.  Hobby/Interest 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Comments, if any: ______________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Mailing Address: 
P. O. Box 222 

Lake Jackson, TX77566-0222 
www.ekhabbar.com 

Tel: (979)-299-3210 
Email: khabbar@hotmail.com 

Annual Subscription: $15.00 
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The Editorial Committee reserves the right to exclude, edit and correct all material received for publication 
and does not accept any responsibility for views expressed by authors of the publications. 

E D I T O R I A L 
Dear Konkani family, 
What a sammelan! The Konkani 
Sammelan – 2016 was a great 
success. Kudos to the organizers, I can 
say that all the attendees had a fun 
filled time in Atlanta. 
 
I hope all is well with you and your 
family. 
 
This issue of Khabbar has been 
mailed to ALL families that have paid 
dues at least once since 2014.  In 
other words, families who have not 
paid since 2013 will not be receiving 
this issue. The numbers on the mailing 
label clearly indicate the year/s the 
dues for Khabbar has been received 
since 2014 and if there is any error let 
me know.  
 
Even in these tough economic times, 
the Advisory Committee of Khabbar 
has decided that the annual dues will 
remain the same at $15.00 a year and 
for that you get: 
 Four issues of the Khabbar, 
 Annual Mailing List and  
 Discounted advertisement rates. 
 
This issue has not been mailed to 
families that have specifically 
indicated that they will access 
eKhabbar, the on-line version of 
Khabbar, which will be on the web a 
quarter after mailing the hard copies. 
 
The Khabbar Mailing List is a prized 
possession of our community. Please 
help me to keep it up-to-date. Send 
names and addresses of Konkani 
families that are not in the list to P. 
O. Box 222, Lake Jackson, TX 

77566-0222, or email 
khabbar@hotmail.com and rest be 
assured that I’ll “Khabbarize” them! 
 
It is mission accomplished for the 
Interim NAKA. Kudos to President 
Sheila Shenoy Reddy, under her able 
leadership, NAKA accomplished all 
the goals it had set for itself to make 
NAKA a viable organization in North 
America. The new team will take reins 
of NAKA on Jan 1, 2017! Please, 
extend your support to the new Board. 
Khabbar will publish all the 
developments and progress made by 
NAKA on an on-going basis.  
 
Khabbar will also publish progress 
made by Konkani Charitable Fund 
(KCF) on a regular basis. The team 
KCF needs all our support to help our 
folks anywhere in the world. Dr. 
Gopal Bhandarkar and his team are 
doing a fantastic job in making our 
community aware of KCF and hope 
you will help him to help our people. 
 
The unofficial Khabbar 
 Correspondents in your area who 
send in the hoon Khabbars on a 
regular basis are doing an outstanding 
job. Remember, if it did not appear 
in Khabbar, then it did not happen 
in North America! If your area is not 
represented wholly, let me know and 
I'll recruit more volunteers. You can 
send the news items via email 
(khabbar@hotmail.com). 
 
On the Quiz front, it is the same story! 
Only six people got the right answer!! 
Khabbar has still remained a champ. 

Let us see how you will do with this 
quarter’s quiz!!! 
 
The progress of the ambitious project, 
Konkani Kendra, the Konkani Bhas 
Ani Sanskriti Pratistan is good. 
Thanks to Basti Ganapathi Shenoy 
who has volunteered his services to 
help Konkani Bhas Ani Sanskriti 
Pratistan. Please, call him at (702)-
341-6706 or email: 
bastishenoy@gmail.com  if interested 
to extend your help for this worthy 
cause. Indeed, the Kendra has become 
a center of attraction and I urge all 
North American Konkanis to visit the 
Kendra to see in what way they can 
benefit from this. Also, see in what 
way we can help our brethren who are 
doing an outstanding job in preserving 
our culture. 
 
Khabbar will always publish appeals 
for charity free of charge but cannot 
collect money on behalf of any 
charity.  Families are encouraged to 
send the money directly to the 
concerned charities or thru KCF if 
approved by KCF.  Khabbar firmly 
believes in helping our people whether 
it is in India or here. Here’s a link to 
all the special appeals I have gotten so 
far: 
http://www.ekhabbar.com/special%20
appeals/special%20appeals.htm 
 
Hope struggle to rid terrorism from 
this world will materialize soon. Hope 
Peace & Tranquility will prevail. 
 
Have a great and safe Fall. Happy 
Diwali to you all. 
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Devu Boren Karo. 
 

Vasanth 
Honorary Editor

  
Konkani Sammelan 2016 

Over two years of preparation by the very small Konkani community of Atlanta culminated in the grand quadrennial event 
“Konkani Sammelan 2016” held at Georgia International Convention Center (GICC) from July 1 to 3, 2016.   
 
This event was attended by over 1400 attendees from US, Canada, Norway, Republic of Korea, Switzerland & UAE.  65 family 
names were represented led by Kamaths, Shenoys, Pais, Nayaks, & Prabhus.  
 
Guests had started arriving right from June 29th. Convenient locations of hotels close to the Atlanta airport and GICC made it 
easy for them to walk to the venue or take a shuttle.  900 hotel rooms were reserved for the guests and made available at a 
concessional rate.  A medical symposium (CME) was organized for medical professionals on the morning of July 1st and 
Sightseeing tours of Atlanta were organized on July 4th for guests. 
 
GICC was well decorated in beautiful colors to welcome guests.  Registration began at 2 pm and all attendees collected their 
name tags, and souvenir. There were vendor stalls selling artistic handicrafts & other wares.  Three stages (interestingly named: 
Song, Toi & Saaru) were erected for performers to showcase their talent.   
 
Konkani Sammelan 2016 began on Friday, July 1 with Shankhnaad by Dr.Narasinha Kamath & Deep Prajwalan by five senior 
couples.  Before the start of programs, one minute silence was observed in memory of all departed souls. National anthems of 
US, Canada & India began the show.  The highlight of Friday evening was the Konkani “Yakshagana” that was staged in the US 
for the first time by Ajeeth Prabhu & Prathima Nayak. 
 
After a sumptuous Amchigele breakfast on Saturday and a short speech by Raj Kini, President of Konkani Sammelan 2016 
followed by another short speech by Sheila Shenoy Reddy, President, NAKA, Konkani Association of Georgia (KAOG), the host 
committee staged a spectacular opening ceremony tracing the journey of Konkanis.  This performance consisted of dances, skits, 
slideshows & mimes strung together with Sanjay Rao’s commentary.  Radhika & Sanjay Rao together with performers from 
Atlanta received high praise for their fantastic performance that held audience enthralled for 90 minutes. During the day, there 
were dances, dramas, game shows, lectures & seminars presented by performers across US & Canada. Specially for kids, there 
was a day camp on both days organized by Hindu Swayamsevak Sangh (HSS) where kids had a great time in creative activities 
such as craft, drawing & outdoor games.  Keynote speeches by Anand Kini, CFO, NBC Universal & Sachi Shenoy, Partner, 
Upaya Ventures were heard in rapt attention by the audience.  Children’s film in Konkani “Aa Vai Jaa Saa” by Vastu Ramesh 
Kamath was premiered and well received by kids and adults alike.  Prime time show on Saturday evening was a Magic show by 
invited artist from India, Om Ganesh Kamath, followed by a colorful dance-drama “Shubhamangalantu Gondholu” presented by 
performers from New Jersey, New York & Pennsylvania ably produced & directed by Sucheta & Abhijit Trasi.  The climax of the 
Saturday program was a melodious vocal recital by Balachandra Prabhu accompanied by renowned tabla player Pt.Omkar 
Gulvady, and on Harmonium by Suresh Benegal. The audience loved this program and kept asking for more.   
 
Sunday featured another keynote address by M V Kini of M V Kini and Co law firm in Mumbai, followed by humorous skits 
presented by Konkanis across US, skillful dances by amchigele dancers and standup comedy shows.  Konkanis were recognized 
during the Awards Ceremony.  Incoming Board Members of NAKA (North American Konkani Association) were introduced by 
outgoing President, Sheila Reddy.  After a brief break in the afternoon for setup, Sunday evening began with a musical program 
presented by kids across US leading to the closing ceremony.  Banquet dinner was served.  After the dinner, guests & hosts 
danced away till the wee hours of Monday morning to the musical beats of Desi Rhythms, a local Atlanta band.   
 
Aside from a plethora of entertainment programs, amchis, we know, appreciate being fed well!   Annapoorneshwari Food 
Committee and the Chef Satish Marathe Rao who brought his sous chefs all the way from Houston prepared a menu that was so 
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extraordinary that by the end of Sunday, guests were wondering if there was any Konkani item that was not served.  For the first 
time in Konkani Sammelan history, non-veg items prepared in Konkani style were served.  In addition to the typical Amchi dishes 
like dali toi, batatya song, tendle bibya upkari, chana ghashi and goli baje, there were delicacies such as Kori Roti, Ubbati (Puran 
Poli) and Patoli served.  Every evening, there was a cocktail hour where the finger foods consisted of popular items such as 
Chicken 65, Samosas, Chicken Seekh Kababs, Banana Chips, Paneer Tikka & Chettinad style Chilli Chicken. 
 
All in all, it was a memorable two-and-a-half days of camaraderie, community and celebration, at the end of which guests were 
longing for the next Sammelan!  
 

 
Decorations at GICC Entrance: Swagath Mantap                        Balachandra Prabhu enthralling audience 

 
Lunch with Patholi                                                              Tabla solo performance by Pt.Omkar Gulvady  
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Chef Satish Marathe Rao with his able crew                  Volunteers ready to serve 

 
The smiles say it all.  Pot bhar ruchikar jevan!!            Kids Camp by Hindu Swayamsevak Sangh 
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Kids 
Camp by Hindu Swayamsevak Sangh              Presidents of Konkani Associations across US  
 

 
Diya Dance during the Opening Ceremony               Ajeeth Prabhu before his Yakshaganna  
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Hoon Khabbar 
Konkani Graduates: 

ANEIL, s/o Amar Kochikar & 
Teresa Pai of Falls Church, VA 
passed the Bar Exams and was 
recently admitted to the NY Bar. 
Aneil is an attorney at the law firm 
of Sheppard, Mullin, Richter & 
Hampton LLP based in Manhattan, 
NY specializing in Corporate Law.  
 
NIVEDITA, d/o Indira and (late) 
Prakash Keshav of Simi Valley, CA, 
graduated with B.S. degree in Public 
Health and minor in Global Poverty 
from University of California, 
Berkeley.  She is working in UCSF 
as a project assistant. 

   

Arangetram: 
Chetan & Ayshwarya Bhat of Katy, 
TX celebrated the Bharathanatyam 
Arangetram (Classical Indian Dance 
Debut) of their daughter Kum. 
NEHA (Disciple of Guru Indrani 
Parthasarthy of Abhinaya School of 
Performing Arts) on Saturday July 
23, 2016 at 4:00 PM at Berry 
Center, Cypress, TX. 

 
 

Brahmopadesham: 
Shantaram & Shaila Bharadwaj of 
Sandy Springs, GA celebrated the 
sacred thread ceremony of their 
twins, Chi. SHLOK and Chi. 
SACHIT (Grandsons of Ramdas & 
Anuradha Bharadwaj and Trivikram 
& Sudha Bhat) on Wednesday July 
13, 2016 at 8:45 AM at Shree 
Shantadurga Shankhwaleshwari 
Saunsthan in Mardol, Goa.  

 
 

Newlyweds: 
Govind & Prabha Kamath of Austin, 
TX celebrated the wedding of their 
daughter Sow. NAMITA with Chi. 
NILAX, son of Renuka Patel of 
Orange County, CA on June 11, 
2016 at Marriott South, Austin, TX, 
followed by blissful reception, 
scrumptious dinner and spirited 

dancing. The couple have settled 
down in Orange County, CA.  
 
Muralidhar & Sudha Shenoy of 
Durham, NC celebrated the marriage 
of their son, Chi. SIDDHARTH 
with Sow. VASUNDHARA, d/o 
Venkatesh & Lalitha Kamath of 
Mangalore, India on Sunday July 10, 
2016 at Sri Mizar Govind Pai 
Memorial Hall in Mangalore at 
11:17 AM Muhurtham Kanya 
Lagnam. 
 
Sow. ASHIMA, d/o Aravind & 
Beena Shenoy of Granada Hills, CA, 
married to Chi. AYUSH 
SINGHANIA on April, 16, 2016 in 
Pacific Palisades, CA.  Ashima 
works in Kaiser Hospital in 
Woodland Hills as a hospitalist.  
Ayush has completed his MBA from 
Harvard Business School and works 
in private equity firm in the Los 
Angeles area.  

 
New Arrival: 

ESHA, a 8 lb. 5 oz. 20” tall baby 
girl to Ankit & Anuradha Rao 
Mathur of Liberty Township, OH on 
June 30th 2016. The proud maternal 
grandparents are Anil & Mridula 
Rao of Friendswood, TX and the 
proud paternal grandparents are 
Bhagwan Kishore & Meera Mathur. 
  

 
Relocation: 

The KAMATH family, Dr. Bola 
Raghavendra & Sumathi have 
relocated from Ridge, NY to 20 
Adams Avenue, Sound Beach, NY 
11789. Their new telephone is 
(631)-849-5841. 
 
The SHENOY family, Manohar & 
Ajita, have relocated from Suffield, 
CT to 256 Dairwood Drive, 
Simpsonville, SC 29680. The new 
telephone is (864)-243-7316 and 
email: ashenoy99@yahoo.com 
 
The SAWKAR family, Dr. 
Laxmidas & Bharati, have relocated 

from Overland Park, KS to 11376 
Sand Castle Drive, Woodbury MN 
55129. Their phone number remains 
unchanged (913-649-1231 and 
email: laxsawkar@yahoo.com 
 
The BHAT family, Mulki R. & 
Padma, have relocated from Miller 
Place, Long Island, NY to Upper 
Chichester, PA at 39 Brentwood 
Rd., Upper Chichester, PA 19061. 
The new telephone: (484)-480-3808 
and email: mulkirbhat@gmail.com
    
The REDDY family, Sheila Shenoy 
& Santosh, together with their 
daughters, Priyanka & Anuskha, 
have relocated from Las Vegas, NV 
to 10 Watertree Dr., The 
Woodlands, TX 77380. Their email: 
sheila.reddy@me.com 
 
The BHAT-RAMAN family, 
Vindya Bhat & Sridharan Raman, 
together with their daughter, Daana, 
have relocated from Long Island 
City, NY to 2 Washington Square 
Village, # 4L, New York, NY 
10012. The email is: 
vindya.bhat@gmail.com 
 
The AGRAHAR family, Sachin & 
Kshama, have relocated to 3105 
Griffon Court, Simi Valley, CA 
93065. The telephone is (805) 526-
6346 
 
Ms. SHALINI KELKAR relocated 
to 18234 Chatham Lane, Northridge, 
CA 91326. The telephone is (818)-
217-4480. 
 
The KAMATH family, Narasimha 
& Shantha have relocated from NJ 
to 4380 Vermillion Sky Drive, 
Wesley Chapel, FL 33544. The new 
telephone is (813)-973-3942 and 
email: nckamath@hotmail.com 
 

 
Silver Wedding Anniversary: 

Families and friends of PRADEEP 
& UMA GULVADY of Saugus, 
CA threw-in a surprise 25th 
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wedding anniversary party to them 
on July 6, 2016 at the beautiful and 
mountainous Lyons, CO on July 9, 
2016.  The celebration with 
exchange of garlands followed by a 
musical program and dinner.  
 

 
Obituary: 

PURUSHOTHAM BALIGA (83) 
of Bangalore passed away on 
Wednesday July 6, 2016 in 
Bangalore. Khabbar sends heartfelt 
condolences to his wife Radha 
Baliga of Bangalore, son Vinod 

Baliga & family of Dallas, TX, 
daughter Asha Pai & family of 
Basking Ridge, NJ and son Satish 
Baliga & family of Katy, TX. 
 
RAVINDRANATH (Ravi) PAI 
(70) of Markham, ONT, Canada 
passed away at 1:20 AM on 
Saturday, June 18, 2016 with his 
family by his side. Khabbar sends 
heartfelt condolences to his wife, 
Jayashree and sons, Roshan & 
Prahlad, daughter-in-law, Priya and 
grandchildren Anjali and Zayn. 
 

ULLAL VISHWANATH NAYAK 
(81) of Bangalore passed away on 
19th July 2016 in Gurgaon.  
Khabbar sends heartfelt condolences 
to his children, Narendra Nayak & 
family of Gurgaon, Dr. Lata Kini & 
family of Gurgaon, and Vivek 
Nayak & family of Seattle, WA, and 
to his brother, Dr. Ramakrishna 
Nayak of Providence, RI. 

Send your “hoon khabbars” to: 
Khabbar, 

PO Box 222 
Lake Jackson, TX 77566-0222 
Email: khabbar@hotmail.com 

KONKANI HAPPENINGS 

HAAS (Houston Area Amchigale Samaj) Janmasthami Celebrations: 
 We had a wonderful celebration of the birth of Lord Krishna, on the 3rd of September. The event started off with some snacks 
and panchadika, while all the participants got ready for their performances. We had an outstanding attendance of 102 adults and 
19 kids in all! Thank you to all those of you who attended this and made it so successful! 
We started the entertainment program with one of our youngest participants, 6 year old Sanjay Mallya who sang a sweet 
Krishna song in Konkani and recited some shlokas with perfect pronunciation! This was followed by some melodious Krishna 
bhajans sung by Uma Kamath, Chaitra Shenoy, Sujatha Desai, Madhuri Bedre, Maya Prabhu, Prakrati & Pranati 
Shenoy, Shanta mai and Suresh Shenoy. They were accompanied on the tabla by Mahesh Nagarkatti, Raghvendra Shenoy 
and Govind Shetty and on the harmonium by Keerti Shenoy. We also had a beautiful dance by the Bellare sisters- Saisha and 
Sanika and another graceful, self-composed dance by Sneha Shenoy! Sitara Kini and her mom Sunita Kini wowed the 
audience with their dance as well! Sahana Sashital read out a short Krishna story to everyone. 
Kids of all ages had a great time with the Dahi Handi. We did a small puja of Lord Krishna after reciting 108 names of Lord 
Krishna which was led by Sadanand and Sharda Pai. 
Dr. Vasudev Shenoy talked to us about supporting our own people through the Konkani charitable Fund (KCF). 
The Krishna idol (brought in by Drs. Maya and Ramkrishna Prabhu), Krishna's beautiful picture (brought by Sandhya and 
Sunil Shenoy) were beautifully decorated by all the ladies- Shanti Pai, Sandhya Shenoy, Aarti Kamath & Shobha Shenoy. 
Mallika Nagarkatti made a beautiful water color painting of Lord Krishna.   
Sandhya Shenoy and Aarti Kamath brought delicious "goda phowu" & Shobha Shenoy brought til laddoos much to the 
delight of all the kids! 
The simple but scrumptious dinner and appetizers catered from Annam was appreciated by all! 
We ended the celebrations with our traditional Dandiya dance! 
We would like to thank all the HAAS members who helped in setting up and clean-up- Ravi Pai, Shanti Pai, the spouses of the 
Committee members- Aarti Kamath, Sandhya Shenoy, Mahesh Sashital and Sudhir Pai, Narendra Rao, Mahesh & 
Madhuri Bedre, Anil and Sunitha Kini; Special mention to Charani Kamath for helping with the current Committee in 
collecting the registration fee dutifully!  
Our next events are the AGM on October 1st and Diwali Gala on November 5th.  Looking forward to seeing you all soon. 

HAAS Management Committee 
www.ourhaas.com 

Konkani Sabha Picnic: 
Konkani Sabha held their annual summer picnic on Sunday June 19th at Mercer Park in Princeton Junction, NJ. Even with 
inclement weather, members enjoyed fun activities and sumptuous food. 
 
AMKA (American Midwest Konkani Association): 
AMKA held their annual summer picnic on Sunday July 17th at Pottawatomie Park in St. Charles, IL. 
 
KASC  (Konkani Association of Southern California) HOLI  2016: 
The day was April 2nd 2016. The KASC family headed to Arcadia Park to celebrate Holi, the festival of colors with each other 
for the very first time. Everyone had one goal in mind- to make sure to not miss a single target and douse everyone in colors!! 



 

Khabbar XXXIX  No. 3  Page: 10 

Colors filled the sky and kids ran around, enjoying the freedom of getting as dirty as possible. The day was bright and hot but 
did nothing to curb our enthusiasm. Everyone gathered around the Dholak and sang Bollywood songs about colors and Holi 
while sipping on cool refreshments. The men were enticed to have a competition wherein they would write a “colorful” letter to 
their wives, describing her attributes in “colorful” detail. In the end, each man succeeded in professing their love to their wives 
in their own unique way. 
Tasty lunch was then served following which everyone indulged in the popular konkani pastime of phardi-panchadik. It was a 
memorable get-together and everyone had a fun time meeting and enjoying the sunshine and colors. We hope that KASC Holi 
will be the beginning of a new KASC tradition. 
 
KASC  (Konkani Association of Southern California YUGAADI  2016 
The new year, Ugadi was celebrated with pomp and circumstance by KASC this time around; with young and old all joining 
together to have a joyful evening with good entertainment, good food and a lot of fun! The venue was Tirupathi Bhimas - 
Banquet Hall in Artesia on May 14th 2016 and the time 4:30 to 10:00 pm. The event saw dances, songs and a very special skit 
performed by the talented members of KASC. 
The event began with a social hour where all the members and their guests were welcomed warmly by the committee members. 
Everyone mingled with old friends and got acquainted with new ones over yummy snacks like Paneer Manchurian, pakodas 
and even a homemade birthday cake. The function formally began with the offering of prayers to God by little devotees- Atul 
Prabhu and Aadya Shenoy and an aarti ceremony where all attendees performed the Pooja to the sounds of a Bhajan .  
The evening’s entertainment was kick started by Suraj Pai, son of Sabita and Prasanna Pai, who gave an eloquent talk on 
how New Year is celebrated by different cultures. The other programs included a classical Shiva dance by KASC’s professional 
dancer Devika Shenoy, Bollywood medley number by cousins Arna, daughter of Anand and Mohana Mahale and Arin, son 
of Rashmi and Vivek Pai and a Bollywood dance by Aadhya, daughter of Nisha and Srinath Shenoy. Musical numbers 
included a melodious Konkani bhajan by sisters Veda and Varsha Baliga, daughters of Vani and Venu Baliga, and also Piano 
pieces by Suraj Pai and Aadhya Shenoy.  In between the different entertainment programs, Antakshari was also held pitting 
two teams formed of all the evening’s attendees against each other in a friendly, yet fierce competition 
There was then a performance of the Konkani Natak,  Matsyagandha Express, which was also performed at this year's 
Konkani Sammelan in Atlanta. Written and directed by one of the recent member to KASC - Vishwanath Bhat, the natak was 
a hilarious story of a trip between Mangalore to Mumbai on the Matsygandha express train and had everyone in the audience in 
splits. The natak was ably supported by the great performances by the likes of Srinivas Shenoy, Rajesh and Deepa Prabhu, 
Jayu Bhat, Sapan Shenoy and supported by Gayatri Shenoy backstage. The Natak ended the entertainment on a high note and 
everyone proceeded to have a sumptuous dinner including many North and South Indian delicacies. 
The party winded down at 10 pm and everybody left with memories of time well spent. A Big Thanks to all the committee 
Members for their efforts to ensure that we all had a memorable get-together. It was a great Ugadi celebration, and may we have 
many more to come. 

By: Priya Gadiyar, Irvine, CA 
 
OKA (Ontario Konkani Association) Update: 
OKA held their 3rd annual KPL Cricket Tournament at Glenashton Park in Oakville on Aug 28th from 9 am to 6 pm. A total of 
four teams competed. 
 
OKA held their annual picnic and AGM on Saturday July 23, 2016 at Terra Cotta Conservation Area in Halton Hills, Ont. 
 
OKA held their annual Satya Narayan Pooja on Saturday June 11, 2016 at SVBF Temple in Etobicoke, Ont. 
 
KAOCA (Konkani Association Of CAlifornia) Update: 
Namaskaru, 
So far we had a great year! Ugadi program was very well received by the community. This year Sports Day was different. We 
had record numbers attendees for this event in the Bay Area. On the July 4th weekend a large delegation from the Bay Area 
attended the Konkani Sammelan. We had  many local artists who presented their talents at the Sammelan. Great job by the 
Atlanta Sammelan Committee, we had a wonderful time.  
We have introduced ICE (http://www.icehelp.org/) In Case of Emergency, which is a program to enable the community to 
connect & help each other after an earthquake or similar disasters. It was announced a few weeks ago.  
KAOCA was honored to have our Konkani Sammelan artists Shree Balachandra Prabhu (vocals) and Pandit Omkar 
Gulvady (tabla) perform here at a mesmerizing concert in Danville, CA.  

On behalf of the KAOCA 2016 Committee 
Deepa & Arun Rao, KAOCA President(s) 
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KHABBAR FROM KULAR 
By: -   Vishwa Konkani Sardar BASTI VAMAN SHENOY 

 
Vidya Poshak Vidyanidhi Sangh Udupi in associated with Vishwa Konkani Kendra held 6 days Skill Development Training 
Camp successfully at the Vishwa Konkani Kendra Shaktinagar, Mangaluru. About 100 colleges going students who are also 
beneficiaries of Vishwa Konkani Students Scholarships Fund from Udupi District expressed their gratitude and effects events of 
the training camp held from 4th June to 9th June 2016. 
 
Asmitai Prakashana Goa a leading book publishing House in Goa honoured and felicitated Vishwa Konkani Sardar Basti 
Vaman Shenoy for his leadership for Konkani movement in the country and founding Vishwa Konkani Kendra. Award 
Function held on 18-06-2016 at Goa Central Library Hall at Panaji  Goa. Hon’ble Minister Sri Rajendra Arlekar, Sri 
Harishchandra Nagavekar, Sri Suresh Gundu Amonkar, Adv. Sri Uday L. Bhembre were the Chief Guests. Large 
numbers of Konkani writers, journalists were present.  
 
Konkani Kudubi Samaj, Mandarthi Kundapur 
Mr. Sundeep Bambolkar, Industrialist and philanthropist Mumbai paid a visit to Mandarthi Kundapur Taluk on 17-06-2016 
and addressed Konkani Kudubi Samaj members and had a dialogue with them to adopt the Kudubi Samaj for overall 
development of this backward Konkani Community. Mr. Pradeep Pai, Secretary Vishwa Konkani Students Scholarship Fund 
and Mr. Guruduth  Bantwalkar Asst. Director World Institute of Konkani Language (Research and Studies) World Konkani 
centre were present.  
 
‘KSHAMATA - UGetin’: 
Inauguration function of ‘KSHAMATA-UGetin’ Mr. Sundeep Bambolkar Addressed Scholars on 18-06-2016 at World 
Konkani Centre. Mr. Basti Vaman Shenoy Founder President, Mr. Pradeep G. Pai   and Mr. Giridhar Kamath C.A and 
Convener KSHAMATA Ugetin were present.  
 
Lord Bishop of Mangaluru Dioses, Dr. Aloysius Paul D’Souza was honoured and felicitated at Town Hall Mangaluru on his 
75th Birthday “Amrithotsava’ Celebrations” in a public function. Mr. B. Ramanath Rai and Mr. U.T.Khadar, Hon’ble 
Ministers, Govt. of Karnataka, Mr. J.R.Lobo M. L. A Mangaluru, and Mr. Ronald Colaco Builder and Konkani 
Philanthropist, Mr. Abhayachandra  M.L.A, Mr. Basti Vaman Shenoy Founder President Vishwa Konkani Kendra  were on 
the dais.  
 
Konkani Film “Aa vai Ja Sa” 
Konkani Film “Aa vai Ja Sa” was released at Bharath Mall at Mangaluru on 6-08-2016. Director and producer Mr. K. Ramesh 
Kamath, Mr. Basti Vaman Shenoy Founder President Vishwa Konkani Kendra, Mr. K. Dinesh Prabhu (Veteran Film Artist)  
were present.  
 
‘KSHAMATA UGetin’ 
‘KSHAMATA UGetin’ A Training programme for under graduates from colleges of Dakshina Kannada, Udupi and Uttara 
Kannada sponsored by Mr.  Ulhas Kamath Jt. Managing Director, Jyothi Laboratories Ltd was held at World Konkani Centre 
on 9th August 2016. A campus Recruitment programme was also held for the 150 trained under graduates Mr.  Rajanikanth 
Sabnavis and his team were present at World Konkani Centre for selection. It is an ongoing project benefiting the youths of 
Coastal Karnataka through World Konkani centre is appreciated by all.  
 
Sri Varamahalaxmi Vrutha was celebrated at all Temples, Mutts on 12-08-2016 in India. 
 
Chatrurmasa of H.H.Swamijis:  
Sri Gokarn Jeevottam Mutt Partagali H.H. Srimad Vidyadhiraja Thirtha Vader Swamiji’s Suvarna Chaturmasa Vruta is 
being held from 24-07-2016 at Carstreet Gokarna Mutt, Mangaluru.  
 
 H.H. Srimad Samyameendra Thirtha Swamiji of Sri Samsthan Kashi Mutt Chaturmasa Vruta is being held from 24-07-2016 
at Sri Laxmi Venkatesha Temple, Hosdurga, Kanhangad, Kerala.  
 
H.H.Srimad Shivananda Saraswathi Swamiji of Kavle Mutt Samsthan Chaturmasa Vruta is being held from 19-07-2016 at 
Kasargod at Honnavara Taluk.  
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H.H.Sadyojata Shankarashrama Swamiji of Chitrapur Mutt Chaturmasa Vruta is being held from 19-07-2016 at Shirali, 
Chitrapur Mutt.  
Felicitation to Konkani Sadhaks: 
Felicitation to Konkani Sadhaks at Sri Gokarn Mutt Mangaluru held on 15-08-2016, as a part of ‘50th Swarna Chaturmasa 2016 
Celebration’ 5 Eminent GSBs Mr. Jagannath Shenoy Mysuru, Mr. R.R.Kamath Hubli, Mr. Jagannath Pai, (Pai Group of 
Hotels), Mr. Rohit Bhat, M.D Robo Software Technologies were Awarded with “Udyoga Ratna Award and Vishwa Konkani 
Sardar Mr. Basti Vaman Shenoy was awarded with ‘GSB Samaj Bhushan’ titles and blessed by H.H. Sri Vidyadhiraja 
Thirtha Wader Swamiji. Mr. S. Prabhakar Kamath, Kumble Narashimha Prabhu, Mr. B.R.Bhat (Former G.M 
Corporation Bank ), Mr. Basti Purushotham Shenoy, Mr. Pradeep G.Pai, Mr. N.N.Pal Mumbai were present.  
Honour to Stalwarts at Gokarn Mutt on 18-08-2016 H.H. Sri Vidyadhiraja Thirtha Wader Swamiji honoured and blessed 
Dr. D.Veerendra Heggade Dramadhikari Sri Kshetra Dharmastala), Mr. Suresh P.Prabhu Hon Minister for Railways Govt of 
India, Mr. R.V. Deshpande Hon’ble Minister Govt. of Karnataka, Dr. P.Dayananda Pai Philanthropist Bangaluru .  
 
Vishwa Konkani Student Scholarship Fund (VKSSF) 
“Vishwa Konkani Student Scholarship Fund” set up by Vishwa Konkani Kendra in 2010, has spearheaded a Scholarship 
Programme, with a vision that says, “No Konkani Child should be deprived of Education due to lack of Means”.  Within six 
years of its founding the VKSSF has spread wide and far awarding more than 12,000 Scholarships to the tune of Rs. 15.00  
Crores. (VKSSF) Merit-Cum-Means Scholarships-2016 were Awarded to deserving Konkani students by Konkani Language 
and Cultural Foundation (KLCF) at TV Raman Pai convention Hall on Friday 19th August 2016. Scholarships worth Rs 3.5 
crore were awarded to 685 students aspiring to pursue MBBS and engineering courses. Sri Suresh P.Prabhu Hon’ble Minister 
for Railways, Sri R.V.Deshpande Minister for large and medium industries of Government of Karnataka, Mr. T.V.Mohandas 
Pai main sponsor of VKSSF gave the Key note address to students. Mr. M. Jagannath Shenoi M.D Ganesh Beedi Pvt. Ltd 
Mysuru, Madam Grace Pinto M.D of  Ryan International Group of Institution Mumbai, Mr. Ramdas Kamath U. Chairman 
and Mr. Pradeep G.Pai Secretary VKSSF, World Konkani Centre Founder President Mr. Basti Vaman Shenoy, Treasurer 
Mr. B.R.Bhat, Vice President Mr. Venkatesh N.Baliga, Mr. K.B.Kharvi President Akhila Bharatha Konkani Mahajana 
Sabha  Kundapur, Mr. Dinesh Pai VKSSF Alumni President and Secretary were present during the function.  
 
Besant evening college 
Besant evening college held two days Seminar on 23rd and 24th August on the subject “Coastal Karnataka “Konkani speaking 
People and their    Anglo- Portuguese Connections” Mr.  J.R.Lobo M.L.A inaugurated the seminar. Vishwa Konkani Sardar 
Basti Vaman Shenoy, Mr. Kudpi Jagadish Shenoy , President Besant Educational Institution,  Mr. Roy Castelino were 
guests. Mr. Alan Machado Prabhu writer, Mr. B.R.Bhat, Mrs. Shakunthala R.Kini presented their papers.  
 
Vidyaposhak Udupi 
Vidyaposhak Udupi arranged “Scholarship Distribution to college students of Udupi with the help of Vishwa Konkani Students 
Scholarship Fund at Rajangana Udupi on 4-09-2016. Paryaya Sri Vishvesha Thirtha Swamiji and Hon’ble Minister Mr. 
Pramod Madhwaraj Minister, Vishwa Konkani Sardar Basti Vaman Shenoy were present.  
 
Vishwa Konkani Stree Shakti Mission 
Vishwa Konkani Stree Shakti Mission founded by Konkani Language and Cultural Foundation at World Konkani Centre held 
Inaugural Function of “Sewing Camp for Konkani ladies and students on 3-09-2016 Mrs. Komal S.Prabhu Inauguarted the 6 
months duration training camp by lighting the lamp. Smt. Geetha C. Kini Convener of the ‘Stree Shakti Mission’, Mr. Basti 
Vaman Shenoy, Mr. G.G.Shenoy C.A (President G.S.B Sabha Kashi Mutt Bangaluru) were present. The trainers will be given 
free training in tailoring, fashion designing for 6 months free of charges. The Mission is founded at World Konkani centre to 
train economically backward Konkani ladies and girls in computer, Soft Skills etc. 

Gist of Key-note address delivered by Mr. M. V. Kini 
Unedited version of the address on July 3rd 2016 at Konkani Sammelan at Atlanta, GA 

I. At the outset I bow my head to the Almighty and also crave for the blessings of 4 Matadipathis and hereby  submit my 
respectful and loving regards to all my Samaj Bandhavas. 
II. First of all I salute these two great nations of North America i.e. USA and Canada, who have with warm heart 
welcomed and admitted amongst other communities,  our Konkani speaking people and admitted them as part of their Nation. 
Opportunities given by these two great nations, brought up Konkanis in every sphere of life, economic, professional and Indians 
have contributed to a great extent to the development of IT, Medicines, Education, Space Science, etc. 
III. We are blessed by the Almighty and 4 religious Swamijis and with their blessings and guidance, we Konkanis are 
marching ahead in all spheres of life including moral and religious way. 
IV. Gokarn Mutt Swamiji says as a Saraswat, we are “Saravant People” people of substance. We worship Saraswati for our 
mental upliftment and culture, whatever be the economic factors of the family, parents send their children to school. 
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V. In the field of education, Konkanis have made tremendous contribution and about a century ago, great Legend 
Dr.T.M.A. Pai brought life to the barren hillock called Manipal. He was a Doctor by profession but he found that poverty was a 
greater disease in our society. Therefore, for economic upliftment, he started a small bank with Rs.1400/- now known as 
Syndicate Bank, which is one of the premier banking institutions in India employing more than 30,000 people. Thereafter, he 
gave great impetus to education by establishing Academy of General Education and large number of schools and colleges were 
established under this Trust and these institutions brought tremendous change and Manipal Centre has now reached an enviable 
position in educational field and knowledge is imparted to students from all over the world. Now, his son and his team 
Mr.Ramdas Pai have taken the task ahead and made this Manipal as an International Centre of Education bubbling with great 
economic activities. 
VI. Similarly, Ammembal Subbarao Pai, a leading Lawyer of Mangalore started Canara group of schools and founded 
Canara Bank in 1906, employing over 40,000 people now a most leading and famous bank in India and Educational Institutions 
are flourishing which is imparting knowledge to thousands of students for nearly a century. 
VII. These are the people who were thinking big, acted bigger and achieved biggest. One has to have high aim in life. Pandit 
Nehru said “NO AIM IS A CRIME”. He was also a Saraswat who became the First Prime Minister of India. 
VIII. In every field, Konkanis and Saraswats have made great name for example:- 
Lata Mangeshkar in Music 
Sachin Tendulkar in Cricket 
Prakash Padukone in Badminton 
Shyam Benegal and Guru Dutt in Films 
Girish Karnad in Literature 
M.V.Kamath and T.V.R.Shenoy in Journalisnm, 
Nandan Nilekani in Information & Technology 
R.S.Kamath of Natural Ice-Cream of Juhu Scheme 
Pais of “Hangyo” fame Ice cream in Food Industry 
Kundapur Vaman Kamath a Modern Banker, who established ICICI Bank and took to 2nd largest Bank in India, presently 
Chairman of BRICS Bank at China- A dynamic person with humble nature 
Vithaldas Leeladhar, Former Bank Regulator 
D.M.Sukhtankar, IAS Govt.Administrator 
Suresh Prabhu – Railway Minister 
R.V.Deshpande – Karnataka Minister 
Manohar Parrikar- Defence Minister 
Pai Panandiker – Economist 
Salgaonkars,  Dempos and Kakodkars of Goa, Srinivas Mallya of Mangalore, Nathi Pai, H.V.Kamath, Parliamentarians 
D.A.Bijoor, N.S.Rao of yesteryears 
The great human being that of Mr. Dattatrey Anant Bijoor, who at the cost of his own career advancement, has employed more 
than 2000 just SSC passed people from Kanara  employed in the Bank, in which he was occupying high position.  One can 
never forget this man’s sacrifice  of his own career in the Bank. 
IX. When I talk about importance of education given by our Ancestors, I would be failing in my duty by not mentioning the 
name of my great mother Ramabai, who in abject poverty, used to send us to school and when we return in the evening, as 
refreshment, she used to search  for some pieces of jaggery in a tin, if available, she used to make it into 3 pieces and give  to 
us. But next day, again, she makes us ready to go to school. Her only brother Pernakil Lakshmi Narayan Nayak who was 
working in a bank and earning about Rs.100/- per month in 1940/50’s used to send us Rs.10/- per month, though he was having 
5 children who were schooling. He wanted that his sister’s children who were Have-Nots must also equip themselves with 
education. That was the spirit of helping the have-nots. Result is that his all 5 children have achieved best standard of life, with 
total dedication to help the needy. 
X. I completed my SSC at Udupi and came to Mumbai in 1959 in search of a job. Simultaneously, continued education as 
learner and earner. EDUCATION MAKES A MAN PERFECT, and education has made you all to occupy this August position 
and I also got this opportunity to stand before you and make this submission. All of you August Intellectuals of North America 
have attained adorable position in life and gave a great name to the mother nation and have acquired coveted positions in North 
America. Our people are God loving, hardworking and sincere, and therefore, they are respected and loved by all. 
XI. I read our history of obtaining Independence of India from British rule.  I found almost all fighters were Lawyers.  This 
profession has a great guts and leadership qualities.  Hence, I adore this profession and hence completed my Law Degree and 
entered Law practice in 1978. 
XII. In a lighter vein, stories are made out that there existed a wall dividing Hell and Heaven and in Heaven the occupiers 
deserved full comforts, very good environment and fresh air. One day the wall collapsed thereby comfortable atmosphere 
started flowing to Hell. People in Heaven fought and made all efforts to reconstruct the wall, so that prevailing good atmosphere 
should not be spoiled by souls in Hell but souls in Hell strongly opposed the  people of Heaven reconstruct the wall and there 
was serious fight and matter went to the Supreme Court of Yama Dharmaraja, and after long battle and series  of arguments, 
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people in Hell were triumphant and judgement came in favour of occupiers of Hell for the simple reason that all  lawyers were 
in Hell. Lawyers contended that dividing wall was constructed by God. By this fall, it is God’s wish and therefore occupiers of 
Heaven have no right to reconstruct the wall against the wishes of Almighty. This point was upheld by Yama Dharmaraja and 
souls in Hell won the case. 
XIII. We are fully aware that for successful and meaningful  happy life, one has to be useful to others. As Saraswats, we 
worship Saraswati because our Ancestors knew that for our all-round progress, culture is very important and that can come only 
through education. Person without wealth, can get wealth through education. Person with education and wealth but without 
culture, cannot be a happy man at all. There cannot be glamour on his personality for want of culture. Therefore, we teach our 
culture to our young ones by continuous efforts. People without culture live miserably and cannot generate happiness for 
himself or for others. They always live in misery. When God gives you more than what you require, it is your bounden duty to 
share it with the Have-nots.   For happy living,  this is a pre-requisite. 
XIV. Obviously, all of us have toiled hard and attained education with the help of great institutions back home who assist 
students to pursue their education abroad. Our people acquired education in every field and crossed the great Atlantic decades 
ago and settled in these two countries and earned great name for India in every field. 
XV. Our Guru Parampara has taught us to share our knowledge and wealth with less fortunate people in our home town and 
I am fully aware that each of you are supporting the needy students and also you are liberally contributing for construction of 
temples, health care, trust, educational institutions, etc. Thus you are helping the new generation to equip themselves with 
adequate knowledge to shine in life as you do here.   We are running various Charities in all walks of life and those 
Organizations deserve your full support. 
In Panvel, we have a Vradhashram and a school, a Temple and at Dahisar we have GSB Mandal, who serve the cause of 
education in the best possible manner.  In Karkala, we have a “Vediki” who collect money and distribute to very poor strata of 
people every month and help the needy.  There are a number of such Institutions who are serving the Noble cause. 
XVI. Is it not our turn to repay the debts to our society?  I am very happy that Konkanis are continuously helping this noble 
cause and large number of Institutions/Trusts have claimed larger success step by step with your help back home. In educational 
front, Konkanis who are settled in these countries have done more service and helped  Konkanis than Konkanis settled in India. 
XVII. A great soul known as Gurpur Bhatmam who has spent  major portion of his time in New York and he realized that 
it is time to go to the roots and help the needy. He has given crores of Rupees as Donation to various institutions. Recently he 
attained Moksha,  in India. 
XVII Of late in domestic front, matrimonial disputes crop up in large numbers, if girls are educated, misery can be reduced, 
as they need not be under financial stress. We believe, daily prayers can bring peace and tranquility to the mind, which will 
eliminate discord and dispute gets solved at the threshold itself.  We must  teach our children to pray for peace 
XVIII. Inspite of progress in many fields of human life, it is a misery that the World is now facing fear for  existence. Extreme 
elements are threatening the world at large. 
XIX. A fortnight ago, in Indian TV, the interview of the great International Leader that of President Barrack Hussain Obama, 
President for two terms for USA was telecast. He has eradicated most wicked persons from this world and it required 
tremendous power and strength which is humanly impossible for an ordinary man to acquire during one’s lifetime. When asked 
by Interviewer, President Obama said that he is carrying with him always a miniature Metal Idol of the “Great Hanuman” who 
is known for giving great strength and President Obama said, strength and courage he derived to do all these work is from Lord 
Hanuman the Indian God. He showed the miniature Hanuman, and declared that he always carry with him. The entire world 
saw this. As President, his term is expiring shortly as US constitution does not allow more than two terms. I salute this Great 
Leader Obama. Whole of India salutes him with reverence and I am sure the whole world is grateful to him for his tremendous 
deeds, in trying to restore peace on this earth. 
XX. God took Krishna Avatar to eliminate evil from this world and in Bhagwat Gita Krisha told Arjuna, that “Yada He 
Dharmascha Glanibhavati Bharata, Abhyuttanam Adharmasya Tadatmanam Syamyaham”. That means GOD said that whenever 
or wherever the evil forces raise their heads, I will come into this world in any form and eradicate evil forces from the earth. 
Actions of President Obama may be a  classic example of what Krishna said in Mahabharata.  
XXI. Back home, Our Great Leader of India, Mr.Narendra Modi, has great commitment for the development of the country. 
He visited US a couple of times and has built up a strong bridge between India and US. US is helping us amongst other fields, 
supporting Nuclear energy plans of India, which is vital for our progress. Inspite of the last two bad monsoons, after 
Mr.Narendra Modi coming to power, India has achieved a GDP growth of over 7% which is admittedly one of the best in the 
world. 
XXII. I once again most respectfully submit my deep gratitude to this great Organisation and all of you who are Organisers, 
participants and supporters who have assembled here for patiently hearing me for such a long time. I pray Almighty and all 
Matadipathis to confer upon all of us their choicest blessings so that we may function positively and go in the right path and do 
our best to our brethren. Let us make a solemn commitment to shoulder the Responsibilities by discharging our duty towards 
have-nots. 
XXIII. God bless the Konkanis. Let us not forget our rich language and culture, let’s teach our offspring to inculcate our rich 
heritage and helping attitudes for their all-round progress in life. 
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XXIV. His Holiness Sudhindra Teerth Swamiji always used to say “Dev Bare Karta Lochi” and His prayers and blessings to us 
are clearly visible when I look at you all. 
I wish you and every member of your family Sterling Health, Happiness and Prosperity for all times. 
Thank you. 
 

US Postal Service Honors Festival of Diwali with a Forever Stamp

WASHINGTON — The U.S. Postal Service will commemorate the joyous Hindu festival of Diwali with a Forever stamp. The 
Wednesday, Oct 5, first-day-of-issue dedication ceremony will take place at the 
Consulate General of India, New York. 
The stamp design is a photograph featuring a traditional diya oil lamp beautifully lit, 
sitting on a sparkling gold background. Diya lamps are usually made from clay with 
cotton wicks dipped in a clarified butter known as “ghee” or in vegetable oils. 
Also known as Deepavali, Diwali celebrates the triumph of good over evil. Spanning five 
days each autumn, it is considered by some to be the start of the New Year. 
On the Hindu calendar, Diwali falls on the eve of, or on, the new moon that occurs 
between mid-October and mid-November. In 2016, the main day of the festival will be 
celebrated Oct. 29 for South Indians and Oct 30 for North Indians.   
Diwali is a shortened version of the Sanskrit word Deepavali, which roughly translates as 
“a necklace of lights.” During Diwali, the flickering oil-wick diyas sprinkle the homes of 
observers around the world. 
Before the festival, many Hindus traditionally go shopping, clean their homes, open their 
doors and windows, create intricate rangoli — a vibrant floor pattern traditionally made 
from materials such as rice powder, colored sand and flower petals — and light diyas 
with hopes that Lakshmi, the goddess of wealth and prosperity, will visit. In some regions 
of India, people play games, just as Hindu lore says that the god Shiva did. On the festive 
main day of the holiday, families pray for Lakshmi, dress up in their best clothes, enjoy lavish feasts and sweets, exchange gifts and 
light fireworks. Diwali also marks the New Year for people in Gujarat and a few other states of India. Diwali also is celebrated as a 
major holiday by followers of the Jain and Sikh faiths. 
Sally Andersen-Bruce of New Milford, CT, photographed the diya. Greg Breeding of Charlottesville, VA, designed the stamp and 
William J. Gicker of Washington, DC, service as the project’s art director. 
The Diwali stamp is being issued as a Forever stamp. This Forever stamp will also be equal in value to the current First Class Mail 1-
ounce price. 
The Postal Service receives approximately 40,000 suggestions for stamp ideas annually from the public.  Stamp subjects are reviewed 
by the Citizens’ Stamp Advisory Committee. Of that, approximately 25 topic suggestions for commemorative stamps are selected by the 
Committee for the Postmater General’s approval. 
Congresswoman Tulsi Gabbard congratulated everyone with the following message:  
Congratulations and thank you to everyone who has worked so hard to get the Diwali stamp approved in the U.S.! The U.S. Postal 
Service will commemorate the joyous Hindu festival of Diwali with a Forever stamp on Wednesday, October 5th, at a dedication 
ceremony which will take place at the Indian Embassy in New York City. 
This has been a long and arduous process but this act by the U.S. Postal Service to recognize this special day and to further increase and 
enrich our nation's tapestry of religious and cultural diversity will be greatly appreciated by many. 

Giri Manjas, Mangalore 
As appeared at: http://www.bbc.com/news/world‐asia‐india‐36891435  
27 July 2016; From the section India    Submitted by: drmnpai@yahoo.com    

What do you need to run a successful restaurant?  
Apart from good chefs, many restaurateurs will tell you that an excellent menu boasting many scrumptious dishes is a must. That seems like a 

good formula but not everyone would agree. Some Indian restaurants have relied on one 
signature dish to become legendary among food lovers. The BBC's Vikas Pandey profiles five 
such restaurants across the country. And, one of that restaurant is from Mangalore 

 
Giri Manjas has established itself as an institution in the southern coastal city of 
Mangalore. It's a small eatery and people have to often wait patiently for their 
turn to eat its signature fish fry. 
Seating only 25 people at a time, Giri Manjas serves around 200-300 portions of 
fried fish to its customers every day from 11am to 9pm. 
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The restaurant's owner, Nandini M Pai, says the secret of the popularity of her famous dish is "freshness and love".  
"We always use fresh fish and spices and we still have the same cooks who started this journey with us 40 years ago. And we 
serve the dish with a lot of love," she says. Ms Pai adds that she has no ambition of opening more branches of her famous 
restaurant because "it's a tiny place for Mangaloreans and we are happy with that". 

Konkani Calendar 

October 2016 November 2016 December 2016 
1st  Navarathri Beginning 5th KAOCA Diwali 5th Skanda Shashsti 
1st OKA Dandiya 5th HAAS Diwali 10th Vaikuntha Yekadashi 

5th Lalitha Panchami 10th Karthika Yekadashi 11th Mukkoti Dwadashi 
7th Sharada Pooja 11th Uthana Dwadashi 13th Poornami 
9th Durgashtami 13th Vailkuntha Chaturdashi 15th Dhanu – Sankranthi 
10th Ayudha Pooja 14th Karthika Poornami 16th Sankashti Chathurthi 
11th Vijaya Dashami 15th Vrishk – Sankranthi 28th Amavasya (Dark Moon) 
12th Yekadashi 17th Sankashta Chathurthi  
15th Poornami 19th OKA Diwali  
16th Tula - Sankranthi 28th Amavasya (Dark Moon)  
18th Angaraka Chathurthi   
22nd AMKA Diwali   
29th Naraka Chathurdashi   
29th Konkani Sabha Diwali   
30th Deepawali   
Khabbar thanks  My Astrologer-version 1.0 by Mr. Muralidhar Shenoy, Durham, NC and Vedamoorthy Raghuchandra Bhat of Brookfield, WI 
 

My Sincere Thanks To …….. 
Some readers go out of their way to help Khabbar.  Monetary means is one of them.  The Advisory Committee of Khabbar has decided on publishing the names of the 
families that has contributed $50.00 or more to Khabbar.  This quarter, the following have extended their help and thanks to you ..... 
 

Names Amount, $ 
Govinda & Rekha Malya, Glen Mills, PA 50.00 
Chandrakant & Sheila Mahale, High Bridge, NJ 51.00 
Praveen & Prema Prabhu, Greensboro, NC 60.00 
Ganesh & Sharada Pai, Lexington, SC 65.00 
Nityananda & Sulatha Prabhu, College Point, NY 100.00 
Ashwin & Kasturi Bhatt, Houston, TX 65.00 
Narasimha & Shantha Kamath, Wesley Chapel, FL 65.00 
  

Statement of Accounts 
Description Credit, $ Debit, $ 

Balance Carried over since Khabbar Vol. XXXIX No. 2 3,465.00  
Money Received:   
Subscriptions (37) and donations 1,017.00  
Interest 3.00  
Sub Total: 1,020.00  
Money Spent (Khabbar Vol. XXXIX No. 2):   
Printing- Khabbar (295) - 20 pages  419.34 
Mailing - First Class Mail-Khabbar (263 )  178.84 
Mailing Canada Khabbar (7 )  8.05 
Overseas (20)  60.00 
Mail Fines, computer paper & labels, envelopes, service fees, etc.  333.77 
Sub Total:  1,000.00 
Final Balance: 3,485.00  
Money spent on this issue was not available during press time. 
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Kwiz 
The last quarter’s quiz:  
Two missiles speed directly toward each other, one at 9,000 mph and the other at 21,000 mph. They start 1,317 miles apart. 
Without using pencil and paper, calculate how far apart they are one minute before they collide? 
Ans: 500 miles 
The following gave the right answers: 
Krishna Kudva, Alta Loma, CA 
Govind Kamath, Austin, TX 
Shivadev Ubhayakar, Rancho Pales Verdes, CA 
Vidya Joshi, Mission Viejo, CA 

Sundaresh Kamath, Missouri City, TX 
Praveen Kamath, Centreville, VA 
 

This Kwarter’s Kwiz 
By “Shivadevmaam” 

Continuing with the Konkani tradition of quizzing, here's the brainteaser for this quarter.  If you can solve this correctly, send it to 
Khabbar address to have your name published in the next issue if your subscription is current. 
Complete the following series: 
S   N   V   F   R   G  ?   ?   ?   ?   ? 

 

SAMVIT SUDHA   
Empowering the Rural Woman 

 
Have you ever felt an inner need to do something that will gift dignity, self-reliance and immeasurable confidence to a daughter, 
sister, wife or mother in rural India? Here is your chance to spread the sunshine Samvit Sudha has brought since 1999 into the 
lives of hundreds of women in and around Shri Chitrapur Math, Shirali (Uttar Kannada). Before the festive season begins this 
year, order your gifts from Samvit Sudha’s exclusive array of ethnic products which are elegant, affordable and a salute to 
India’s abundant creativity!    
 
What is SAMVIT SUDHA? 
Samvit Sudha is one of the exemplary woman-empowerment initiatives functioning under the Parijnan Foundation which was 
set up by the11th Mathadhipati (Mentor) of Shri Chitrapur Math – Parama Pujya Sadyojat Shankarashram Swamiji to pay 
homage to His Visionary Guru – Parama Pujya Parijnanashram Swamiji III. The vital areas in which the many projects of 
Parijnan Foundation are contributing meaningfully (on a no-profit basis) are woman-empowerment, medicare, uplift of those 
below the poverty line and the promotion of peaceful co-existence… caste, class no bar. The main beneficiaries of these 
projects are the locals living in and around the verdant village -Shirali where the spiritual nucleus of all Chitrapur Saraswats 
spread across the globe - the Shri Chitrapur Math and its ‘helping hand’ – the Shri Chitrapur Math Charitable Trust are based. 
From the tailoring and embroidery unit of Samvit Sudha, where a few hundred local women have been trained so far, emerge a 
mind-boggling variety of world-class gift items created from exquisite Indian fabrics and showcasing a unique amalgam of 
cross-country traditions – like mirror work from Kutch and Rajasthan, Kantha from Bengal, Kasuti from Dharwar, Kashida 
embroidery, Warli from Maharashtra to name but a few of the colourful variants that enhance the sleek bags, jewellery pouches, 
mobile-holders, door-hangings and a host of innovative items for home décor and personal or corporate gifting. In 2007 Samvit 
Sudha even won an award from Rotary International for its outstanding work in empowering rural women. 
In December 2011, a ‘go-green’ initiative – the Parijnan Handmade Paper Project was launched under the Parijnan Foundation. 
This again is an all-woman unit and the girls working here were trained by Chitrapur Saraswat volunteers who studied the craft 
at the Khadi Village Industries Commission’s Handmade Paper Institute at Pune. You can get this attractive stationery or gift-
envelopes designed from handmade paper by contacting Samvit Sudha which has hubs in Shirali, Mumbai, Delhi, Ahmedabad, 
Pune, Bangalore and Hyderabad. 
Parijnan Foundation also publishes Parijna Books for little children. These story books are compiled with care to give today’s 
children a strong-rooted identity, knowledge base, self- confidence and also to nurture compassion and faith in the Divine. 
Proceeds from these publications go towards the other initiatives of Parijnan Foundation. 
Parijnan Foundation has a valid export license.  
For more details about Parijnan Foundation, log on to www.parijnanfoundation.in 
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For enquiries and orders, send a mail TODAY to samvitsudha@gmail.com 
We look forward to hearing from you and making you a valued member of this growing family of supporters of a very 
worthwhile cause – empowering a talented rural woman with a stronger sense of self-worth and financial security! 

 

NAKA, the North American Konkani Association Update 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Fellow Konkanis, 
 
Here’s the quarterly update on NAKA: 
 
The Interim NAKA team meets regularly to discuss how to make NAKA a viable organization in North America. That mission has 
been accomplished. The team consists of: 
President: Sheila Shenoy Reddy, 
Vice President:  Sadanand Mankikar,  
Secretary: Vasanth Bhat,  
Treasurer: Suresh Shenoy  
Executive Board Member: Ranjit Shiralkar. 
 
The NAKA website (www.myNAKA.org) is up and running.  Please visit the website and send your comments about the website or 
any other activity about NAKA. Again, thanks for all your support! 
 
The interim NAKA Board had set following goals and ALL have been met. They are:  

1. Hold the Konkani Sammelan in 2016 (KS-2016) with KAOG as hosts. DONE with overwhelming success!  
2. Hold fund raising events across North America to benefit the KS-2016. DONE. The extreme fund raising with everyone’s 

help turned the sammelan deficit into a surplus! 
3. Hold an election for NAKA so that NAKA truly represents the North American Konkani community. DONE. With the help 

of three volunteers, Dr. Gopal Bhandarkar, Dr. Rajarama Shenoy and Vivek Kulkarni, an election was held and the following 
were elected unanimously and take over the reins of NAKA on January 1, 2017: 

President: Ramesh Kamath, Cupertino, CA 
Vice President:  Ajay Rao, Toronto, ON 
Secretary: Sudha Shenoy, Johns Creek, GA 
Treasurer: Damodar Baliga, Brooklyn, NY  
Executive Board Member: Pramod Mavinkurve. Princeton, NJ 
 
This quarter NAKA was able to extend a humanitarian help to a Cancer survived young Konkani student in TX by giving $2k to assist 
him in keeping his health and other personal matters in order. 
 
All the financial dealing of NAKA have been transparent and here’s the statement for this quarter: 
 

NAKA - Statement Of Accounts 
Date Description Credit, $ Debit, $ 

5/31//2016 Balance from last report 83,384.94  
July Assistance to a Konkani youth in need TX   2,000.00 
July Tax Prep Fee  650.00 
August Interest for the quarter 7.98  
8/31/2016 Final Balance: 80,747.92  

Signed: Damodar Baliga/Suresh Shenoy, Treasurer, NAKA 
Dev Baren Karo 

 
Sheila Shenoy Reddy 
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President, North American Konkani Association northamericakonkaniassociation@gmail.com  
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Konkani Charitable Fund, Inc. 

43 Spray Court Bayport, NY 11705 
(631) 472-1418 

www.Konkanicf.org 
contact@konkanicf.org 

Registered Charity under 501 (3)(c) 
 

APPEAL FOR DONATION	
September 8, 2016 
	

President: 
Dr. Gopal Bhandarkar 
 
Secretary/Treasurer: 
Mrs. Veena Kamath 
 
 
Directors: 
Prof. Vinayak Kudva 

Konkani Charitable Fund’s mission is to support and assist orphanages, old age homes in 
India, provide educational scholarships for impoverished and deserving Konkani students to 
complete their higher education. To fulfill this endeavor, we need continued support and 
donations by generous patrons like you.  We hope that you will be able to contribute to one 
or more of the many charitable causes and experience firsthand the pride and pleasure 
derived from supporting these noble causes.  
 

With your help Konkani Charitable Fund raised over $ 250,000 last year for 
impoverished Konkanis in India. 

 
Some compelling  reasons for  contributing to Konkani Charitable 
Fund: 
1. KCF is dedicated to perform humanitarian work to benefit needy Konkanis 
and organizations. 
2. KCF is an approved 501 (3) (C) charitable organization by the IRS, and all 
donations to KCF qualify for tax deductions. 
3. KCF allows you to direct your donation to a specific charitable organization 
of your choice within the KCF approved list. 
4. KCF is managed solely by volunteers; hence  100% of your donation goes 
to charity 
5. An Anonymous donor is donating to KCF $100,000 each year for last seven 
years. Most of our donors are repeat donors because they appreciate our 
Mission & Dedication. 
 
And above all, Charity improves your sense of wellbeing and strengthens 
your spiritual life. 
Many corporations offer matching gift programs. Please inquire with your employer's human 
resources department to find out if your company has a matching gift program so as to 
double your donation.  
 You can help us by buying online at Smile.Amazon.com. You register only once.  Every time 
you buy merchandize on Smile.Amazon.com worth $ 100, Amazon will donate 50 cents to 
KCF. 
Contact KCF at gabhandarkar@gmail.com to become a part of KCF and a beacon of hope. 
P.S. Please send in your checks to KONKANI CHARITABLE FUND 43 Spray Court, Bayport, 
NY 11705.or Donate via Pay Pal at our Website. If you have any questions, please do not 
hesitate to call (631) 472 1418. 
 

The most important thing in life is not how much you have, but 

how much you gave!            Remember you cannot take it with 

you! 
                                                       Devu Baren Koro 
                                  KCF Board of Directors. 

Dr. Surendra Shenoy 
Mr. Ananth Prabhu 
Dr. Vijaykumar Rao 
Mrs. Aruna Acharya 
Dr. Vasudev Shenoy 
 
Founder/Director: 
Mr. Ramesh Kamath 
 
 
Emeritus Directors: 
Mr. Ravi Baliga 
Mr. Ashok Bhatt 
Dr. Ganesh Bhat 
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Klassified 
Dear Vasant,  
Here’s an appeal from GG SHENOY, please see about it.  

Krishna Prabhu prabhu.kadambi@gmail.com  
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Dear Prabhu Mam, 
I am enclosing here with an appeal for Bhuvanendra Medical mission.   The 2nd page of that has got the details of various 
charitable activities of our charitable Trust.   I have one other PPT made for a presentation during a GSB Doctors meet which 
we had on 15th Nov. 2015 in Bangalore.  I had hosted a dinner to about 100 GSB doctors who were very happy about our novel 
idea of Shri Bhuvanendra Medical & diagnostic centre and “BHUVANENDRA HEALTH CARDS” to all GSBs of Bangalore.  
Since the health card is on a mobile app and cloud based technology, we are planning to go pan India.    Please let me know 
whether you need that PPT presentation. Awaiting to hear from you 
Thanks and regards 
G.G.SHENOY aryco@vsnl.com   
 
Editor’s Reply: 
I’ve published this appeal in the ekhabbar website at: http://ekhabbar.com/special%20appeals/BhuvanendraMedicalMission.pdf  
Hope the readership will extend generous help for the worthy cause. 
 

K. A. B. FOUNDATION 
 
 
 
K.A.B. Foundation                                                           501[c] 3 registered in 2015 
5080 Cedar Creek Drive                              website: wiselygiving.org 
Houston TX 77056       wiselygiving@gmail.com  
Dear Konkani family, 
In the course of organizing a family foundation, much research went into finding the most efficient charities. Then I 
thought, “Why not share it with others who are philanthropic?”  Our top beneficiaries are Upaya and the Konkani 
Charitable Fund both operated by Konkanis.  
  
The idea is mostly to spread information about our 15 charities, which we selected based on their top rating on both 
GuideStar and Charity Navigator.  These top rated charities are not well known as they do not resort to mass mailing.  
Each charity is summarized, and further details can be obtained on its website.  We are a 501(c) 3 entity & your donation 
is tax deductible.  You could choose all charities; OR you could specify your donation to empower the disadvantaged 
women and children through life skill training and education.  The other option is to donate for the environmental issues.  
In any case 100% of your donation would go to the charity you choose. You have the option of donating via cheque, or 
PayPal online (wiselygiving.org). In either case, you will get a receipt. 
Sincerely, 

Kasturi & Ashwin Bhatt 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 

 
Aspiring Entrepreneurs, Inspiring Outcomes 
Upaya  Social  Ventures  builds  businesses  that  create  dignified  jobs  for  the  poorest  of  the  poor  in  India.  Upaya  is  a  non‐profit 
organization  that  believes  in  providing  a  "hand  up"  and  not  a  "hand‐out"  in  order  to  alleviate  extreme  poverty.  To  date,  the 
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organization has supported the development of five businesses that have created over 1,100 jobs. Please visit www.upayasv.org to 
learn more, or please feel free to contact Executive Director and Co‐Founder Sachi Shenoy at sshenoy@upayasv.org 

Klassified 
Please patronize the Khabbar advertisers.  Khabbar reaches over 1,700 families in North America.  The advertisement rates are: 
   Matrimonial (5 Lines) 1/4 Page  1/2 Page  Full Page 
Subscribers            $15.00     $25.00   $45.00   $85.00 
Non-Subscribers  $25.00   $45.00   $85.00   $160.00 
Non Konkani  $50.00   $90.00   $170.00   $320.00 
The Advisory Committee of Khabbar has unanimously decided NOT to accept any ads. wherein the advertisers prefer to stay 
anonymous by using Khabbar reference. 
WANTED:  
Any HoonKhabbar, sunshine news, your or your child's promotion or achievement, articles of interest, etc. are always in need to be 
published in Khabbar.  Share your news with fellow Konkanis.  Send your contribution to: Khabbar, P. O. Box 222, Lake Jackson, 
TX77566-0222. Email: khabbar@hotmail.com 

KONKANI CHARITIES 
The American Konkani Association (A. K. A.) is helping 
eligible Konkani youth by granting College Loan 
Scholarships.  Send your generous contributions to: American 
Konkani Association, 1153 Tamarack Pl., Munster, IN46321 
 

KONKANI CHARITIES 
The Saraswat Foundation is helping poor deserving Bhanaps 
in India.  Send your donations to:    Saraswat Foundation 
178 Norman Drive, Morrisville, PA19067 
 

MATRIMONIAL DIRECTORY 
Mr. Basti Ganapathi Shenoy of Las Vegas, NV is maintaining 
a list of Konkani youth that are eligible for matrimony.  
Interested boys and girls can send in their information to:  

Mr. Basti Ganapathi Shenoy 
8017 Celebreeze Crt., LAS VEGAS, NV89145 

Phone: (702)-341-6706;  Email: bastishenoy@gmail.com  
Please call weekends only  10:00 AM to 10:00PM (PST)  
 

A P P E A L 
The soirika magazine edition  (http://www.soirika.com) has 
been named as SAMBHANDU and will be done by: 
 Sambhandhu, C/o Bangalore Sri Kashi Math, # 14, 
Sri Kashi Math Road, Malleshwaram, Bangalore 560 055 
 

MATRIMONIAL ASSISTANCE 
As a service to Konkani community, Sri. B. Srinivas Kamath 
will offer free matrimonial assistance. Contact: B.S.Kamath, 
Block #5, 1st Floor, Deepak Building, HariShanker Joshi 
Road, Dahisar East, Mumbai-400068 

Tel: 011-91-22-2828-3392 

 
 
 

Shri LaxmiVenkateshayaNamah 
RAGHUCHANDRA BHAT, Konkani Priest 

Puja Services as per Vedic rituals, 
SudarshanaHoma&PavamanaHoma, Hindu weddings, 

Upanayanam,Naming ceremony, etc.,Chandi Path, Bhagavath 
Katha, etc., ShanthiPaatha/Homa, Housewarming, Religious 
class – stotra’ssamskith etc., Shradha/AparaSamskara (last 
rituals), Astrological consultation by phone and in person 
Abhisheka-Vayustuti, Shiva, Vishnu, GaneshaNavagraha 

Satyanarayan Puja & other services 
Puja/Homaservicesoffered at the patron’s/priest residence.  

366 Terrace Dr., Brookfield, WI53045 
(262)-717-9370 (H); (262)-424-6641 (Cell) 

www.puja123.com     Email: rvbhat1958@gmail.com 
 

A P E A L 
A great opportunity to serve an Indian Charity Organization 
(Anandashram) which shelters already 26 poor old people and 
which also offers the free services of a “Hospice” (Palliative 
Care center)-a home for the terminally ill Cancer patients of 
our society. Income Tax Payees in USA get the benefit of 
Income tax Exemption for their donations, if they donate 
directly to Konkani Charitable Fund (KCF) Inc., with the 
suggestion that they should donate the same amount to 
AnandashramSeva Trust ®, Puttur. The donors in USA can 
help us directly or indirectly thru KCF, 43 Spray Court, 
Bayport, NY 11705, to build this Palliative Care Centre. 
Please, visit our website: www.oldagehome-india.org 
 

 

F O R  S A L E 
2012Sammelan DVD set, which includes 9 DVD's, is on 
clearance sale. Send us $20 ,which includes shipping and 
handling, and you can have this memorable event DVD set for 
your collection. If interested please send the check payable to 
NAKA and mail to: 
Gopal Bhandarkar M.D. 43 Spray Court, Bayport, NY 11705 

 
 
FREE (For North American patrons only) 
First come first served 
Novels in English & Kannada by renowned Konkani author. 
If interested, email: khabbar@hotmail.com 

 

Book for sale 
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Journey of a Konkani Family, a book published by Ajjalkani Books, explores the roots of the Konkani community: its 
legends and history, customs and traditions and the story of its exile and dispersion from 16th century Goa. For details 
please access: http://www.ekhabbar.com/two‐pageAdAprilJuneKhabbarJune27,14.pdf 
 


