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Khabbar Follies 

In this section, Khabbar looks into the Konkani community and anything and everything that is Konkani from a 

Konkani point of view.  The names will never be published but geographic location will be identified in general 

terms.

There is no doubt in my mind that Khabbar is a part & parcel 

of life of Konkanis in North America. In fact, Khabbar has 

developed a special relation with most of the Konkani families 

and here are some examples of those close encounters of a 

different kind….…… 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The Khabbar is probably the most important quarterly 

newsletter that every North American Konkani is awaiting to 

read on a regular basis. Sometimes I wonder do people really 

read all the articles from page 1 to page 20 or just claim that 

they do!! Case in point is a recent incident. 

 

An article on "Usage of 'double rhyming' words in Konkani - 

A humorous write-up” by Dr. Manjeshwar Ganesha Kamath 

was published in Khabbar in 2010. Somehow, the same article 

was also a web hit and lots of Konkanis from all around the 

world sent me link to that web. It was a web sensation! At 

least 20 people must have sent me this link!! 

Finally, last month I got another reminder of this funny article 

from a good friend and a voracious Khabbar reader from CA. 

Right away, I replied back saying, “Hi, In case you read it, this 

article first appeared in Khabbar, Volume XXXIII  No. 2 

April, May, June – 2010!” 

 

Taken aback, I got a quick reply from this reader, “Normally I 

read all articles in Khabbar. This must have missed my 

attention somehow. Yes it has to be reported first in Khabbar; 

otherwise it is not news!” 

 

Editor’s Reply: 

This is a nice to know at least people remember the catchy 

Khabbar phrases! 

 

 

***** 

SUBSCRIPTION FORM: 
Dear Konkani family, 

It is time to renew your subscription for 2012. The numbers on the mailing label clearly 

indicate the year/s the dues for Khabbar has been received since 2010. Please, note that 

you have the FREE access to the eKhabbar, the electronic version of Khabbar, by logging on 

to eKhabbar.com.  If you want hard copy, then only remit your subscription at $15.00/yr. 

Please, don't pay for future years!  Fill the form below and send your subscription with a 

check payable to Khabbar to P. O. Box 222, Lake Jackson, TX 77566-0222. (Canadian Konkanis 

please pay cash or MO in US$) 

 

Name: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Spouse Name: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Telephone: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Email ID:  _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………Children…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Name    Boy/Girl   d.o.b.  Hobby/Interest 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Comments, if any: ______________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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E D I T O R I A L 
Dear Konkani family, 

I hope all is well with you and your 

family.  

 

This issue of Khabbar has been mailed to 

ALL families that have paid dues at least 

once since 2010.  In other words, families 

who have not paid since 2009 will not be 

receiving this issue. And if you paid for 

2010 only, then this is the last issue you’ll 

get. The numbers on the mailing label 

clearly indicate the year/s the dues for 

Khabbar has been received since 2010 and 

if there is any error let me know.  

 

Even in these tough economic times, the 

Advisory Committee of Khabbar has 

decided that the annual dues will remain 

the same at $15.00 a year and for that you 

get: 

 Four issues of the Khabbar, 

 Annual Mailing List and  

 Discounted advertisement rates. 

 

This issue has not been mailed to families 

that have specifically indicated that they 

will access eKhabbar. The on-line version 

of Khabbar, eKhabbar, will be on the web 

a quarter after mailing the hard copies. 

 

Please, note it is time to renew your 

subscription for 2012. The Khabbar 

Mailing List is a prized possession of our 

community and helps me to keep it up-to-

date. Send names and addresses of 

Konkani families that are not in the list to 

P. O. Box 222, Lake Jackson, TX 77566-

0222, or email khabbar@hotmail.com and 

rest be assured that I’ll “Khabbarize” 

them! 

 

Thanks to Dr. Gopal Bhandarkar and his 

enthusiastic team of volunteers, the 

progress made for Konkani Sammelan 

(KS-2012) is very encouraging.  The 

“sweet sixteen” sammelan will be an event 

no Konkani in North America should miss. 

Various committees are looking for your 

help in contributing articles, money, ideas, 

plans, etc. and please, extend your support 

 

Khabbar will publish all the developments 

and progress made by NAKA on an on-

going basis. Currently, Board members 

Sheila & Sadanand are working on plans 

to make NAKA a viable organization in 

North America. Send your constructive 

suggestions to any of the Directors of the 

NAKA Board.  

 

Khabbar will also publish progress made 

by Konkani Charitable Fund (KCF) on a 

regular basis. A milestone event indeed; 

KCF was able to send $100k to ASRP 

memorial Fund. Thanks KCF, you guys 

are great. 

 

The unofficial Khabbar correspondents in 

your area who send in the hoon Khabbars 

on a regular basis are doing an outstanding 

job. Remember, if it did not appear in 

Khabbar, then it did not happen in 

North America! If your area is not 

represented wholly, let me know and I'll 

recruit more volunteers. You can send the 

news items via email 

(khabbar@hotmail.com). 

 

On the Quiz front, Khabbar has still 

remained as a champ. What a pity, only a 

few were able to solve last quarter’s quiz! 

Please, note that your subscription should 

be up-to-date to have your name published 

if you solve the quiz correctly. Let us see 

how you will do with this quarter’s quiz. 

 

The progress of the ambitious project, 

Konkani Kendra, the Konkani Bhas Ani 

Sanskriti Pratistan is good. Thanks to 

Basti Ganapathi Shenoy who has devised 

a method wherein families wanting to help  

Konkani Bhas Ani Sanskriti Pratistan 

can do so with relative ease!  Call him at 

(702)-341-6706 or email: 

bastishenoy@gmail.com  if interested to 

extend your help for this worthy cause. 

Indeed, the Kendra has become a center of 

attraction and I urge all North American 

Konkanis to visit the Kendra to see what 

way they can benefit from this. Also, see 

in what way we can help our brethren who 

are doing an outstanding job in preserving 

our culture. 

 

Khabbar will always publish appeals for 

charity free of charge but cannot collect 

money on behalf of any charity.  Families 

are encouraged to send the money directly 

to the concerned charities or thru KCF if 

approved by KCF.  Khabbar firmly 

believes in helping our people whether it is 

in India or here. Here’s a link to all the 

appeals I gotten so far: 

http://www.ekhabbar.com/SpecialAppeals.

htm 

  

I hope the struggle to rid terrorism from 

this world will materialize soon. Hope 

Peace & Tranquility will prevail. 

 

Have a great and safe summer. See you all 

at KS-2012. 

 

Devu Boren Karo. 

 
Vasanth 

Honorary Editor 

http://www.ekhabbar.com/
mailto:khabbar@hotmail.com
mailto:khabbar@hotmail.com
mailto:khabbar@hotmail.com
mailto:bastishenoy@gmail.com
http://www.ekhabbar.com/SpecialAppeals.htm
http://www.ekhabbar.com/SpecialAppeals.htm
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Letters to the Editor ......
Letters to the Editor will be considered for publication unless the writer requests otherwise.  Letters may be edited for publication.  

Editor reserves the right not to publish anonymous letters.  Initials only on request if the writer includes his or her name.

****** 

 

Dear all… 

Kindly find yourself herewith an attached 

copy of our newly released digital full of 

colors monthly Konkani magazine, 

‘Sahitya Samrat’. This 50 page 

subscription free  e-magazine is a small 

effort from our side to promote Konkani 

Language among netizens. We have 

planned 12 issues, that’s 1year. The 

magazine will be released on 1st of every 

month. April 2012 issue is already out. In 

a week’s time May 2012 issue will be 

released. And on 1st of June we have 

planned to come up with the third issue. 

 

What we expect from you? 

1.   Your constructive suggestions. 

2.   Your contribution in form of literary 

work. 

3.   Promotion of this e-magazine, one can 

simply forward this piece of work. 

Uravashi Naik 

samratsahitya@gmail.com 

 

Editor’s Reply: 

Interested readers can contact Urvashi 

Naik via email. 

 

****** 

Dear Vasanth, 

 

 I am happy to inform you that I mailed, 

on behalf of KCF, check for $100,000 to 

Vinayak who will hand deliver it to ASRP 

administrators in Mangalore on May 12th. 

ASRP is celebrating their centenary. The 

interest  earned on this fund will be used 

for awarding scholarships to needy and 

deserving Konkani's. This is a proud and 

satisfying moment for the KCF Board. 

We are focused on efforts to give back to 

the towns and villages where we came 

from. I myself received help from ASRP. 

I am sure many Konkani's currently living 

in USA have had the support of ASRP. 

There are many such deserving 

organizations in India such as 

Anandashram, Chetana etc. I hope the 

Konkani community recognizes this 

unique opportunity to give back to needy 

Konkani's through KCF. We are 

committed to managing KCF with zero 

operating costs.  

 

I request that this news, if possible, needs 

publicity through editor’s note on 

Khabbar. 

 

Ramesh Kamath 

KCF, Chairperson 

 

******* 

 

 

Konkani Sammelan Survey 

By: -   Ranjit Shiralkar 

 

Below is a short write-up about the survey sponsored by NAKA.   

 

In the summer of 2011, a survey was sent out to many Konkani families, asking their opinions about the various aspects of 

Konkani Sammelans.  There were almost 600 responses from a variety of age groups and ranged from people who had 

attended no Sammelans to people who had attended all of them.  78% of respondents had attended at least one Sammelan, 

and 95% of all respondents said they would attend or would consider attending a Sammelan.  55% of respondents were 

between 35 and 64, and 25% were under 35. 

 

Many respondents said they would like to see more of the following at Sammelans: Ice-breakers/social networking, 

seminars about Konkani culture/history, organized nighttime activities, organized sightseeing, and more interactive 

seminars. 

 

While many people come to Sammelans to see friends and family, there is a large contingent that wants to meet new 

people, among all age groups.  There are usually organized ice-breakers (events where people are forced to meet each other 

instead of being expected to introduce themselves to others) for the youth, perhaps there should be such events for 

everyone. 

 

Of the items that people would like to see less of, the two most mentioned were speeches and awards 

 

And as expected, the most important item to respondents? Konkani food! 

 

A more detailed version of the survey was sent to the organizers of the Sammelan, and will hopefully be shared with the 

organizers of future Sammelans as well. 

 

If you would like more information about the survey results, feel free to contact Ranjit Shiralkar at rshiralkar@gmail.com . 

mailto:samratsahitya@gmail.com
mailto:rshiralkar@gmail.com
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Hoon Khabbar 
Congratulations: 

RAJIV MAHALE made and won the 

finals with two different ventures for 

the 2012 Wharton Venture Awards. 

Only five awards are given and only 

one per student, but Rajiv won for two 

different ventures which is a Wharton 

first! Rajiv, s/o Chandrakant & Sheila 

Mahale of High Bridge, NJ, is 

studying MBA at Wharton Business 

School of University of Pennsylvania 

and will graduate in 2013. 

 

RAKSHITH NAIK (Shannu) of 

Houston, TX, SUNIL G. SHENOY 

of Spring, TX and PANKAJ 

DHUME of Sugar Land, TX 

participated in the 30
th

 Annual BP MS 

150, a two-day fundraising bike ride 

from Houston to Austin organized by 

the National MS Society, Lone Star 

Chapter in April 21 – 22, 2012. It's the 

largest non-profit event of its kind in 

North America with 13,000 registered 

cyclists, 3,000 volunteers and 

countless supporters and spectators. 

The BP MS 150 in its history, has 

raised more than $146 million for MS 

research, programs and services for 

persons living with Multiple Sclerosis. 

This is the fourth time for Shannu, 

third time for Sunil and first time for 

Pankaj to participate in this great 

event and all these Konkani riders 

raised more donation than their goal. 

 

PUSHPALATHA SHENOY of 

Houston, TX participated in the Avon 

Walk for Breast Cancer. She walked 

for 39 miles in three days (Apr 20 - 

22, 2012). This year the Avon Walk 

for Breast Cancer took place in 9 

exciting cities across the country.  

Needless to say, Pushpa met her target 

goal of raising funds for Breast Cancer 

Research 

 

Mamama bragging...... 

LUKE LAXMAN GOULD, 

Grandson of Gopal & Shanthi Pai, 

Second s/o Meetha & Kyle Gould of 

Cleveland Hts., OH is in Frieburg 

Germany for twelve weeks.   He is a 

research assistant at Fraunhofer 

Institute in Freiburg studying satellite 

control systems.  Fraunhofer is 

Europe’s largest application-oriented 

research organization. Their research 

efforts are geared entirely to people’s 

needs: health, security, 

communication, energy and the 

environment. As a result, the work 

undertaken by  researchers and 

developers has a significant impact on 

people’s lives. They are creative to 

shape technology, design products,  

improve methods and techniques to 

open up new vistas. In short, they 

forge the future. 

 

All elders blessings are at work.   

Imagine, our handsome little guy (now 

6 feet tall) is about to forge that 

future... 

 

Konkani Graduates: 
AVINASH, s/o Ravi & Vidya Joshi of 

Mission Viejo, CA, graduated on May 

24, 2012 from Harvard University 

with a B.A. degree cum laude in 

Economics with honors and secondary 

field in Government. Avinash was 

chosen to address the graduating class 

at the Baccalaureate Service in 

Harvard's Memorial Church, where he 

presented a Vedic passage. In July, 

Avinash will join The Walt Disney 

Company's Corporate Strategy and 

Business Development group as an 

analyst. 

 

MEGHAN, d/o Sudhakar & Meera 

Kamath of Sugar Land TX, graduated 

as valedictorian from Kempner High 

School. Meghan will be going to Rice 

University in Fall 2012. 

 

ASHVIN R. KAMATH graduated 

from the UC San Diego School of 

Medicine in La Jolla, CA. He was 

awarded the Department of Medicine 

Senior Award for outstanding 

performance in Internal Medicine. He 

plans to start residency training in 

Internal Medicine at UCLA-Olive 

View, where his wife ANJALI is a 

resident physician in the same field. 

Ashvin is the only son of Drs. 

Ramadas & Udaya Kamath of Apple 

Valley, CA. 

 

NIVEDITA, d/o Indira & (late) 

Prakash Keshav of Simi Valley, CA, 

graduated from Santa Susana High 

School with 4.39 GPA in June 2012.  

She is a recipient of Regent's 

Scholarship and will be pursuing 

Biology and Psychology in her 

undergrad program at University of 

California, Berkeley. 

 

AMOL, s/o Aravind & Beena Shenoy 

of Granada Hills, CA, graduated from 

University of So. California (USC) in 

May 2012 with B.S. in accounting, 

and will begin working at Deloitte & 

Touche in the fall. 

 

 ALLYSON, d/o Prakash & Lynne 

Mallya of Sierra Madre, CA, 

graduated from Washington 

University in St. Louis in May 2012.  

Allyson earned a B.A. in Biology with 

minors in Finance and Psychology. 

She intends to continue on to graduate 

school. 

 

 ASHIMA, d/o Aravind & Beena 

Shenoy of Granada Hills, CA, 

graduated from Medical School and 

will be starting her Residency at 

University of Connecticut.  

 

NITIN, s/o Dr. Asha & Deepak 

Ubhayakar of Upland, CA, graduated 

from University of Cincinnati, College 

of Medicine in Ohio. He will begin his 

three-year residency starting July in 

Emergency Medicine at Jacksonville, 

FL. 

Relocation: 
The BHAT family, Durgesh Kalya & 

Swati Shukla, have relocated from 

Houston to 12205 Lyndon Rose Ct., 

Pearland, TX 77584. The telephone is 

(832)-303-2832 and email ID: 

durgesh.bhat@gmail.com 

 

The BANGALORES, Shrikar & 

Nirmala, have relocated from Grafton, 

WI to 2180 E. Warm Springs Road, 

Unit 1155, Las Vegas, NV 89119. The 

telephone remains the same at (414)-

520-9504 and so does the email: 

s_nbangalore@yahoo.com 

 

The BHARADWAJ family, DR. 

Shantaram & Dr. Shaila Bhat with 

their sons, Shlok & Sachin have 

relocated from Winston Salem, NC to 

2302 The Valley NE, Sandy Springs, 

GA 30328. The telephone remains the 

same at (336)-773-1307 and the email 

ID: shailabhat@yahoo.com 

mailto:durgesh.bhat@gmail.com
mailto:s_nbangalore@yahoo.com
mailto:shailabhat@yahoo.com
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Email Changes: 
Sudhir Golikeri  of Clear;lake, TX 

has changed his email to 

sgolikeri@gmail.com effective 

immediately. 

 

Govind Boloor of Clearlake, TX has 

changed his email to 

gboloor43@gmail.com effective 

immediately. 

 

Newly Weds: 
Drs. Pradeep & Geetha Bhandarkar of 

Bloomfield Hills, MI celebrated the 

marriage of their son Chi. VARUN 

with Sow. ESHA, d/o Sharmila and 

late Sanjay N. Udyavar on Sunday 

May 27
th

 2012 at Cape Fear Botanical 

Gardens in Fayetteville, NC. The 

reception followed the function later 

in the evening at the same venue. 

 
Chi DR ASHVIN, s/o Drs Ramadas 

& Udaya Kamath of Apple Valley, 

CA, married Sow DR ANJALI, d/o 

Dr Lakshmikanth & Mrs Anju 

Kumbla of Birmingham, AL, on June 

9, 2012 at the Birmingham Marriott. 

The reception followed the function 

later in the evening at the same venue. 

The bride and the groom are pursuing 

residency training in Internal 

Medicine at Olive View-UCLA 

Medical Center. 

 

New Arrival: 
IRA ARJUN, a baby boy to Shraddha 

and Lincoln Stein on January 6, 2012 

at home. A brother to Gayatri. Proud 

grandparents are Shivdas & Sheetal 

Pai of Scarborough, Ont., and Martin 

Stein. 

 

ARJEN JOSEF, a 7lbs, 20.5 inches 

long baby boy to Shalini Shenoy & 

Erik Byker of East Lansing, MI on 

April 24, 2012 at 11:59 pm. A brother 

to Rohan. The maternal grandparents 

are Smt. Jayalaxmi Shenoy of 

Bangalore, India & late Sri Jagadish 

Shenoy of Kanhangad, Kerala, India 

and the paternal grandparents are Mr. 

& Mrs. John Byker. 

 

KRISH, a baby boy to Dinesh & 

Deeksha Shenoy  of Markham, Ont.  

on March 11, 2012. A brother to 

Siddharth. The paternal grandparents 

are Smt. Jayalaxmi Shenoy of 

Bangalore, India & late Sri Jagadish 

Shenoy of Kanhangad, Kerala, India 

and the maternal grandparents are 

Smt. Geeta Pai (presently visiting the 

baby) & late Sri M. R. Pai of Mumbai, 

India. 

 

KAIDEN, a 7 Ib 7 Oz., 19.7.5" tall 

baby boy to Manisha & Shalin Patel of 

Spartanburg, SC on April 30th, 2012.  

A brother to Syon. The proud maternal 

grandparents are Chandrakant & 

Geeta Shanbhag of Spartanburg, SC 

and paternal grandparents are Vishnu 

& Prafulla Patel of Detroit, MI. 

 

CAMRYN AHALYA, a 6 lb. 13 oz.. 

and 20 inches tall baby girl to Anjali 

& Greg Martin of Newark, DE on 

Tuesday, April 17, 2012 at 4:14 p.m.;  

a sister to DJ. Proud maternal 

grandparents are Sadashiv & Shashi 

Rao of Newark, DE. 

 

60
th

 & 65
th

 Birthday Parties: 
Shilpa and Anil Pai of Stroudsburg, 

PA gave a surprise birthday party to 

SNEHA PRABHU (60) of Lancaster, 

PA and Vijaya Pai (65) of Cherry 

Hill, NJ at Spice India Restaurant in 

Nazareth, PA on May 19, 2012. All 

family members and many friends 

attended the party. Their 

granddaughters Siddhi and Ayla 

helped them cut the cake and they 

were the first ones to taste. Food was 

great with great appetizers. The 

desserts included Gulab Jamun and 

Ras Malai. It was all fun. 

 

 

 

 

Obituary: 
Smt. VIJAYALAXMI N. PRABHU 

( 77) passed away peacefully in Pune, 

Maharashtra, India on 14th February 

2012. She is survived by 2 sons, 2 

daughters, their spouses, 8 

grandchildren and 2 great-

grandchildren. Khabbar sends 

heartfelt condolences to her daughter 

Sheetal Pai & family of Scarborough, 

Ont. 

 

Smt. SHANTHA SHENOY (87) 
passed away peacefully in Udupi on 

April 15th 2012. Khabbar sends 

heartfelt condolences to her daughter, 

Pratibha Bhandarkar & family of 

Bayport, NY 

 

Sri GOKULANANDA KAMATH 

(80) passed away peacefully in 

Mangalore on April 18th, 2012. 

Khabbar sends heartfelt condolences 

to his son, Gurudatt Kamath & family 

of Monmouth Junction, NJ. 

 

Shri MADHAV DHUME (90) 
passed away peacefully in Mumbai on 

May 13, 2012. He retired as Executive 

Vice President at Mahindra & 

Mahindra Ltd, Ex -President of 

Bombay Gymkhana Ltd, and 

Chairman of AKP Foundries in 

Belgaum.  

He is survived by his wife Radhika 

and sons Sandeep, Milind and Pankaj 

.Khabbar sends heartfelt condolences 

to his son Pankaj & family of Sugar 

Land ,TX. 

 

Dr. KAMAKSHI NAYAK (58) of 

Warwick, RI passed away peacefully 

in Warwick, RI on Friday June 8, 

2012. Khabbar sends heartfelt 

condolences to her husband, Dr.  

Ramakrishna Nayak & family of 

Warwick, RI. 

****** 

 

 

 

KONKANI HAPPENINGS 

 

The Konkani Association of Northern California (KAOCA) 
Konkani Association Of California (KAOCA) held the 2012  Ugadi Function on Saturday April 21st, 2012 at 4:00pm at 

Woodside High School, in Woodside, CA. With Tannek, Entertainment, Dinner and DJ music was the highlight of the 

evening. 
 

  

mailto:sgolikeri@gmail.com
mailto:gboloor43@gmail.com
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Konkani Association of Southern California(KASC) 
 Yugaadi – Hindu New Year heralds the beginning of the New Year, new month and new day. It is called “Samsara 

Padvo” in Konkani. It also marks the beginning of new life with plants acquiring new life, shoots and leaves. It is this time 

of the year when we see budding tender leaves, flowers and fruits; listen to chirping birds and smell fragrance of flowers 

from distance. The vibrancy of life and verdant fields and meadows full of colorful blossoms signifies growth, prosperity 

and well-being. KASC’s annual Yugaadi event was celebrated at Laguna Woods Clubhouse # 2 on March 31, 2012 

between 3:30 -8:00 pm. 

 

Yugaadi – Hindu New Year heralds the beginning of the New Year, new month and new day. It is called “Samsara 

Padvo” in Konkani. It also marks the beginning of new life with plants acquiring new life, shoots and leaves. It is this time 

of the year when we see budding tender leaves, flowers and fruits; listen to chirping birds and smell fragrance of flowers 

from distance. The vibrancy of life and verdant fields and meadows full of colorful blossoms signifies growth, prosperity 

and well-being. KASC’s annual Yugaadi event was celebrated at Laguna Woods Clubhouse # 2 on March 31, 2012 

between 3:30 -8:00 pm. 

 

The cultural event commenced with a kids welcome song inviting all the maams and mayyos to Manglur. The idea for the 

dance was provided by Mrs. Mohini Kamath. The kids did a phenomenal job of inviting the audience to Mangalore. This 

program was followed by a Konkani skit 'Doctor Mammale Magic Chair'. The KASC ABCD kids enacted this comedy 

skit in Konkani and made the audience laugh. Subsequently Suraj Pai our resident piano maestro entertained the audience 

with popular western music and the viral Tamil hit of 2011,  “Why this kolaveri di”.  Subsequently Nivedita Pai 

performed a semi-classical dance “Om Namah Shivay”. After this program, there was a spring dance with the kids dressed 

up as different flowers. Brenna Rao and Ruthie Shenoy performed a hip hop song.  Ruthie also performed a solo act later 

singing a song “Count on me” by Bruno Mars. 

 

After this program, our KASC president Mr. Rajesh Prabhu felicitated the past committee members on account of the 20th 

anniversary of KASC committee. The committee members were honored for their contribution and efforts to keep the 

Konkani community bound together. Today there are about 150-200 Konkani families in southern California who are 

benefiting from the KASC events. The numerous events organized each year have helped all of us to have a Konkani 

community away from home and significantly helped us in preserving Konkani culture. The names and details about the 

past KASC committee are attached as a reference. 

 

After the felicitation, the evening cultural program resumed with a bansuri (flute) recital by  Vivek Ullal. His son, Ajay 

played Tabla and both enthralled the audience with amazing music. Followed by this was a Karaoke by Sridharmam, 

“Tujme Rab Dikta hai” from the blockbuster hit movie “Rab Ne Bana Di Jodi”. 

 

The last program for the evening included a fashion show by our very own KASC women. The theme of the show was 

“Amgele Hejje” portraying the great  Konkani migration from North to South, East and Western parts of India. The 

women were dressed up in regional traditional attire representing the state they migrated to.  The fashion show was the 

highlight of the evening with women walking on the stage to the tunes of popular Bollywood numbers. The cultural event 

was followed by a dinner. Konkani traditional beverages such as Paanak and Sol Kadi were served with the dinner. To 

symbolize Yugadi, Madgane was served for dessert, made and contributed by Mohini Kamath.  Thanks to her for this 

delicious traditional dish.  We sincerely thank Venkatesha and Padma Rao for reserving this beautiful hall for our KASC 

events.  Overall it was a successful event and we thank everyone for their participation. 
  

Houstan Area Amchigale Samaj (HAAS) 
Houston Area Amchigale Samaj (HAAS) held their annual Spring Picnic on Saturday, 21 April 2012 at Sugar Land 

Lost Creek Park from 9.30 am onwards.  Great fun activities for both adults and kids were enjoyed by one and all. 
 

The Konkani Association of Ontario: 
The Konkani Association of Ontario (KAO) held four Ashthanga Yog workshops under the able guidance of Yoga 

instructors, Girish & Padmaja Shanbhag,  on Apr 14, 15 and 21, 22 in Mississauga, Ont. 

 

The Konkani Association of Ontario (KAO) held their annual Satyanarayana Pooja under the guidance of Dinkar 

Savkur Bhatmam on Saturday May 5th, 2012 at Bharat Mata Mandir in Brampton, ON. 
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American Midwest Konkani Association (AMKA) 
AMKA's Ugadi function was celebrated on March 17th, 2012 at the Balaji Temple in Aurora. The function was attended 

by 170+ Amkaites who mingled with young and old alike and made it into a grand successful event. The function started 

with traditional Aarti and was followed by an entertainment program that included Tabla Recital, Bollywood 

performances, Folk dances, Standup Comedy and other Musical/Dance performances. The entertainment was followed by 

traditional Konkani Jevan and Dandiya. 

Another highlight of the function was "Dabya Khaana" that included sale of variety of Konkani delicacies that were 

prepared by Amka volunteers to raise funds for AMKA. The food items were a big hit and were sold out in no time. Also 

unique to this function were sale of AMKA T-shirts.  

 

Konkanis In Southern States (KISS) Picnic - 2012 
Konkanis converged at the Fort Parker State Park in Mexia, TX to participate in the Konkanis in Southern States (KISS) 

picnic from April 6 to 8, 2012.  The weather was beautiful throughout the weekend and everyone enjoyed the festivities.  

This year event was led by the Dallas area Konkanis. 

There was a record turnout with attendees numbering nearly 200. The organizers had to cut off registration due to 

limitation of the space available. Everyone enjoyed the children's entertainment program and the highlight was the 

ZUMBA session where literally all were dancing and swaying to the music. The entertainment on Saturday night was top 

class with skits, dances and singing by different groups from Dallas, Houston and Austin. The memory of the modern 

parody Mahabharath that left all swooning in laughter will linger for ever. True to Konkanis tradition there was delicious 

food and snacks.  

. 

Overall, this was another memorable picnic, a 24th KISS picnic with the highest number ever attending a KISS picnic 

with lots of new comers .  Kudos to our organizers and the attendees 

Grandiose plans are on way for the next year’s picnic which will be Silver Jubilee Celebration. 

By: Special KISS Correspondent 
 

 

KHABBAR FROM KULAR 

By: -   Vishwa Konkani Sardar BASTI VAMAN SHENOY 

 

Former Union Minister Mr. Suresh P. Prabhu visited World Konkani Centre on  8-03-2012. He appreciated VISION of 

World Konkani Centre Plans and Projects and also Vishwa Konkani Students Scholarship Fund activities.    

 

 Konkani Sanskritika Sangha, Mangalore presented a Konkani Yakshagana Bayalata “Mahisha Mardhini” at Town Hall, 

Mangalore on 11-03-2012. Sri M.R. Kamath Secretary of the Sangha had organized the show.  

 

 Mr. R.V.Deshpande (Former Minister, Govt. of Karnataka) Mr. Eknath Thakur (C.M.D Saraswath Bank) and Mr.N. 

Yogish Bhat, Deputy Speaker of Karnataka State  Assembly were honoured with Dr. T.M.A.Pai special Achivement 

Konkani Award on 31-03-2012 at Manipal. 

 

Samyukta Gowd Saraswath Sabha Chennai celebrates Centenary in 2012 Year “Patholi Rookh” Konkani folk drama was 

staged by children’s drama troupe of World Konkani Centre, Mangalore on 22-04-2012 at their Hall at Chennai. 

 

Rajarshi Dr. D. Veerendra Heggade, Dhrmadhikari Sri  Dharmastala visited World Konkani Centre on 28-04-2012 and 

was honoured  with Purnakumbha, Shawl, Sri Phal etc by Dr. P. Dayananda Pai (Chairman), Sri Basti Vaman Shenoy 

(President), Sri Pradeep G.Pai (Secretary, Vishwa Konkani Students Scholarship Fund) Sri Venkatesh N. Baliga 

(Secretary, World Konkani Centre)   Dr. Veerendra Hegde blessed World Konkani Centre projects. 

 

3 days’ Konkani Music workshops sponsored by World Konkani Centre were held at Puttur, Bantwal and Sullia for 

Konkani School Students. Mr. Puttur Panduranga  Nayak directed the workshops with the support of local Konkani 

Institutions. 

 

“KSHAMATA”:- Programme under Vishwa Konkani Student Scholarship Fund arranged workshops in May 2012 for 100 

Konkani Kharvi Students (in 2 batches) from Uttar Kannada, Udupi and Mangalore Districts at world Konkani Centre for 

4 days each. Mr. Giridhar Kamath and his associates trained the students. 

 



Khabbar XXXV  No. 2  Page: 9 

Govt. Of Karnataka has released Rs 1.50 crores for World Konkani projects  2011-2012  year, viz: 

1. Setting up of Digitization Laboratory along with Online Digital Archives Repository for Konkani.2.Setting up of 

Language Laboratory. 3. Pilot Project under Integrated Documentation of Konkani Communities. 4. Development of 

Konkani Wikipedia 5. Publishing Translation of Prominent Kannada Books to Konkani 6. Publishing Translation of 

Prominent Konkani Books to Kannada 7. Publication of 50 titles of Konkani English Bilingual Children Books and other 

languages. 8. Vishwa Konkani Library: Books and Computerisation 9.Vishwa Konkani Museum: Setting up of Cultural 

Exhibition. 10. World Konkani Hall of Fame: Setting up of Touch Screen Kiosks. 

 

Vishwa Konkani Kendra Salutes Hon. Sri D.V. Sadananda Gowda Chief Minister of Karnataka state for releasing Rs. 

1.50 crores for the plans & projects envisaged by Kendra. We also thank Sri R.V. Deshpande our Chairman (Emeritus), 

Sri N.Yogish Bhat Hon. Deputy Speaker, Dr. P.Dayanand Pai our Chairman and Trustees Sri T.V.Mohandas Pai & Sri 

Ramdas Kamath U, and MLA’S  from Karavali Karnataka who made it possible. 

 

SREESH SHENOY earns his Eagle Scout Rank 

Sreesh S Shenoy of Spring, TX earned the Eagle Scout Court of Honor at a ceremony held at VFW Hall in Cypress, TX 

on June 3, 2012. 

 

Here are other highlights of the accomplishments of this young man:  

Sreesh was awarded the Outstanding Boy title in his middle school years for being the most well rounded student 

(academics, sports, leadership, music and extra-curricular activities), becoming the first Indian American to win the title 

in the history of the school!  Sreesh represented his school in various academic and sports activities and earned several top 

place finishes in many competitions which included math, science and reading.  He also was a key member of the 

Chamber Orchestra where he played the Viola as well as was the lead Pianist in the Jazz Band. He also made the top 

group in the Region Orchestra all the years.   He was the team lead for his school Math and Debate teams.  On the sports 

front, he represented his school in Basketball, Tennis and Track & Field.   Outside of school, Sreesh played soccer and 

was part of several championship teams in the Klein Soccer Club competitive league.  He also pursued boy scouts and its 

activities working towards the highest rank that of an Eagle which he achieved in March 2012.  It is great to see a 

Konkani this well rounded and hopefully serve as a motivation for many of our youth going forward. 

 

Sreesh is a 9th grade freshman attending Klein High School in Spring, Texas.  He is an avid reader and enjoys sports and 

music while pursuing his academic endeavors.  He enjoys playing the Piano and he is also a member of the High School 

Symphony Orchestra where he plays the Viola.  He is a member of several clubs in his High School including Math and 

HOSA (Medical) groups. He loves Konkani food especially Dalitoy and different kinds of phodis .  Sreesh enjoys playing 

basketball (he is currently on his high school team), soccer, football and table-tennis. 
 

SANJAT BHATT wins SPJ’s Sigma Delta Chi Awards & Jefferson Fellowship 

INDIANAPOLIS – 4/10/2012. 

The Society of Professional Journalists announced the recipients of the 2011 Sigma Delta Chi Awards for excellence in 

journalism. Judges chose the winners from over 1,700 entries in categories covering print, radio, television and online. 

The awards recognize outstanding work published or broadcast in 2011. 

 

Dating back to 1932, the awards originally honored six individuals for contributions to journalism. The current program 

began in 1939, when the Society granted the first Distinguished Service Awards. The honors later became the Sigma 

Delta Chi Awards. 

 

In the category of “Informational Graphics (Newspaper Circulation 100,001+ or Affiliated Website/National Magazine)” 

The recession's toll: A Seattle Times report – by Drew DeSilver, SANJAY BHATT, Justin Mayo and Whitney Stensrud, 

The Seattle Times won the 2011 Sigma Delta Chi Awards for journalism. 

*********** 

Mr. SANJAY KUMAR BHATT, Reporter, The Seattle Times, Seattle, Washington, USA also won the Jefferson 

Fellowships program for 2012. Launched in 1967 to enhance public understanding through the news media of cultures, 

issues and trends in the Asia Pacific region, broadly defined as Asia, the Pacific Islands and the United States, this 

Fellowship provides U.S. and Asia Pacific journalists with an opportunity to broaden their understanding of Asia Pacific 

issues and build a professional network through one week of dialogue with professional colleagues and experts at the 
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East-West Center, followed by a two-week study tour to cities in Asia or the U.S. focusing on a special theme. In this 

unique program, American and Asia Pacific journalists study and travel together throughout the program. Funding for the 

Jefferson Fellowships has been provided through a grant from the Freeman Foundation of Stowe, Vermont since 1999. 

 

The Jefferson Fellowships is the East-West Center’s oldest and most widely-recognized seminar program, with an 

illustrious alumni network of more than 500 Jefferson Fellows across the Asia Pacific region and the United States. 

Participation in the Jefferson Fellowships provides journalists not only with a life-changing international experience, 

valuable professional contacts, and life-long friendships with their colleagues in the program, but also access to the 

EWC’s international network of more than 1,000 media professionals and 50,000 alumni. 

 

The Spring 2012 Jefferson Fellowships will provide journalists from Asia Pacific and the United States with an 

opportunity to explore this regional mega-trend and the models and innovations that are solving current problems and will 

be key to managing cities of the future. The Honolulu program will provide a forum for journalists to share perspectives 

from their countries and communities and gain broad perspectives on urbanization challenges for the U.S. and Asia. 

Participants will then travel to Singapore, which has developed and implemented some of the world's most advanced 

solutions to address urbanization challenges such as road congestion, water management and housing, and has positioned 

itself as a regional hub and “living lab” of urban solutions for high-density and livable cities. In Guangzhou, participants 

will have a chance to see how China is adapting its existing cities to be more efficient with a new internationally award 

winning bus rapid transit (BRT) system, by far the largest in Asia and a model for other cities around the world, as well as 

other efforts to manage migration, pollution and industrialization. Korea is experimenting with “green growth,” setting 

aggressive low carbon goals, and as the most wired country in the world, is a test bed for new information technologies. 

Journalists will visit Songdo, an urban laboratory of digital-city innovation providing the focus and investments to re-

engineer the way cities work. Companies are investing heavily in “smart cities” and are using Songdo to test new 

technologies that they hope to employ in cities across the world. Journalists will explore the role of government, business 

and citizens in affecting positive development for the regions' growing urban populations. 

 

The program will close in Seoul with the special opportunity to participate in the East-West Center’s 3rd International 

Media Conference, June 22-24, with the theme “Networked News: How New Media is Shaping Stories in Asia and the 

Pacific.” The Conference is expected to draw more than 300 media professionals from around the world to engage with 

leading journalists, analysts, policymakers and one another through keynotes, panel discussions and workshops. Topics 

will include new media and its impact on journalism, society, and politics across the region, as well as analysis of current 

security, economic, energy and international relations issues. There also will be a visit to the demilitarized zone (DMZ) 

between North and South Korea. 
 

Vedic passage at the Baccalaureate Service in Harvard's Memorial Church 

  

 

"This passage, an abridged selection from the Taittiriya Upanishad, was recited by Avinash Joshi to the 2012 graduating 

class of Harvard College at historic Memorial Church as part of the traditional Baccalaureate Service that initiates 

commencement events. 

  

Taittiriya Upanishad 

 
After teaching the Vedas, the teacher gives these instructions to the graduating students: “Speak the truth. Live an honest 

life. Don’t neglect your studies. Do not deviate from the truth. Do not deviate from honesty. Do not neglect your personal 

welfare. Do not neglect prosperity. Do not neglect the practice of learning and teaching. 

 

Whatever actions are faultless, these are to be performed, not others. Whatever good things have been done by us, those 

should be done by you, not others. Whatever is given should be given with faith, not without faith – according to one’s 

means, with modesty, with respect, and with compassion. 

 

Now, if there arises in your mind a doubt concerning any practice, or any doubt concerning conduct, do as the teachers 

would conduct themselves --- those with wisdom, who are competent to judge, who do good deeds and who follow the 

path of justice and truth. This is the rule. This is the teaching. This is the wisdom of the Vedas. This you should practice. 

This alone should be practiced. 
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3 Pronged Strategy for Retirement Success 

By: -   Rajeev Nayak, A Wealth advisor for Merrill Lynch Global Wealth Management in NYC.    

 

While people are aware of the importance of investing in the stock market, very few people are truly cognizant of the 

importance of a diversified asset allocation approach that will provide the most significant returns with optimal risk protection.  

Especially among retirees, it is important to have a portfolio in place which will help to meet the risks and objectives despite 

fluctuating market conditions.  While many advisors focus clients’ money on a buy and hold type strategy which is effective in 

a bull market, the reality is that the markets can often times (like in 2008) create wild gyrations which can affect even the 

strongest growth portfolio.  One way of mitigating these effects is by implementing a multi-pronged diversified asset allocation 

strategy which can meet the retiree’s needs in any type of market environment.  There are many ways to construct this scenario.  

I will expand on a relatively simple three pronged strategy which will help to balance the risk/reward make up.   

 

The first strategy is to implement a fixed income asset allocation.  Bonds have the advantage of preservation of capital (when 

held to maturity) as well as relative safety of principal.  An individual is guaranteed a yield to maturity and depending on the 

interest rate environment, could see even stronger gains in principal.  Now given the fact that the fed funds rate is close to “0” at 

the current moment, one may beg to ask, “how effective will bonds be, given the current interest rate environment?”  To 

mitigate the interest rate risk, one could  purchase bonds with a short to intermediate term laddered duration in terms of 

maturity.  By laddered duration, I am referring to the fact that bonds are purchased on a laddered scale, so that they are bought 

at increasing maturity levels.  For instance, if an individual is in a high tax bracket with $1M in investable assets, a laddered 

bond duration could involve the purchase of 1/3 of the portfolio with various municipal bonds at increasing maturities.  

Municipal bonds offer the advantage of being tax free, while providing the same security as a treasury bond.  Similarly, one can 

utilize bond laddering with corporate bonds, which could offer a higher yield.   

 

The second strategy would involve investing in high quality growth stocks.  By high quality growth, I am not referring to a 

technology stock with no earnings.  On the contrary, I am referring to those companies with the highest earnings power as well 

as relative strength.  Companies for instance with quarterly and annual earnings growth of 25% or higher tend to outperform the 

broad market.  Moreover, those with relative strength relative to the market tend to offer the greatest reward relative to risk.    

By investing 1/3 of the portfolio in such stocks, the investor will be able to take advantage of a huge jump in the market.   

 

However, now what if the market takes a dive, similar to the scenario in 2008?   Well, in such a scenario, clearly stocks will 

drop (even growth stocks with strong relative strength), while bonds will not fall as hard.  The way to protect the portfolio in 

such a scenario is through implementation of what is known as a covered call derivative based strategy.  Covered calls are a 

type of strategy whereby stocks are purchased, while selling an underlying instrument known as an “option”.  Selling an option 

allows an investor to collect premiums which act as a stream of income for an investor.  This stream of income is collected as 

long as the stock does not appreciate above a given stipulated price.  By purchasing a blue chip stock with high dividends and 

collecting premiums on the option, the investor will be able to make money, while mitigating downside risk significantly.  In 

fact, such a strategy works extremely well in bear markets, since although the stock may decline, the relative safety of a blue 

chip along with dividend and income generation through call writing, provides significant protection.   

 

In addition to these strategies, other components of a portfolio exist which could clearly offer advantages for the retiree 

(annuities, life insurance, etc.).  In this article, I wanted to provide a simplified approach which could generate a higher 

propensity for gains with low risk.  By implementing a 3 bucket approach of laddered duration bonds (income and protection), 

high quality growth stocks (appreciation), and covered call dividend paying blue chips (appreciation, income and protection), 

the investor will be well diversified and on his way to potentially achieve his retirement objectives.   
 
 
Merrill Lynch Wealth Management makes available products and services offered by Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith 
Incorporated (MLPF&S) and other subsidiaries of Bank of America Corporation. Banking products are provided by Bank of 
America, N.A. and affiliated banks, Members FDIC and wholly owned subsidiaries of Bank of America Corporation. 

Investment products:  

Are Not FDIC Insured Are Not Bank Guaranteed May Lose Value 

MLPF&S is a registered broker-dealer, Member SIPC and a wholly owned subsidiary of Bank of America Corporation. 

© 2011 Bank of America Corporation. 
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HISTORY OF SARASWAT MIGRATIONS 

To the editor of Khabbar,  

Below is an article sent to me by a non Konkani friend, I had sent it to many of my friends everyone liked it, it has generated lot of 

interest in many Konkanis in India and also here in US. I do not know the author or anything about the article, except it looked very 

interesting, looks authentic, looks like lot of research has gone in, I thought if you can publish lot of other Konkanis can read about 

our history. I am sending it to you exactly like I received it. I only wish I knew the author  was . Thank you. 

Shalini Bhat 

sbhat@charter.net 

Editor’s Reply: 

Thanks. This unedited version will be published in parts 

History of Saraswat Migrations (5 of )  

GOWDA SARASWAT BRAHMINS (GSB) IN KERALA 
 

The migration of GSBs to Kerala were mainly in two phases - in the 13th century (the exodus of 1294 AD) and 
subsequently in the 16th century (1560 AD).  

Early settlements in Kerala 

There are pieces of evidence to prove that stray members of the Saraswat community had their settlement in Cochin 
since the early part of 13th century A.D. Owing to certain religious disputes some Saraswats from Sasasti were forced to 

leave their native country Konkan with their idols in 1294 A.D. and travelling southward they came to the territory of His 

Highness the Raja of Cochin. They formed themselves into a community which they named "Konkanastha Mahajanam" 
and later came to be known as Konkanis. The Raja of cochin took them under his protection. An area of land was given to 

them and helped to build a Temple and also made arrangements for the conduct of festivals in the temple built by them. 
There still remains a plot of land in Cochin called Sastiparambu to commemorate the fact that the Saraswats of Cochin 

originally belonged to Sasasti (Salcette). In Sastiparambu, there is an old temple of Kuladevata Damodar.  

 
Damodar temple at Sasti 

parambu 

Sasti parambu  

It is believed that they came to shore through the canal 
and put their belongings at the place now called Sasti 

parambu and went straight to the King. The Raja of 
Cochin permitted them to stay and also allotted an area 

of land now known as Cherlai. This was later renamed 

as Gosripuram.  
 

The Canal 

By 1360 AD there were about 150 families of Saraswats at Tellicherry and most of them were engaged in trade. Other 
settlements were at Kasargode, Kumbala, Manjeshwar and Hosdrug. In fact, Saraswats were already there when Vasco 
da Gama arrived Calicut in 1498.  When the king of Cochin exempted Saraswats from the levy of poll tax, they came in 

large numbers and settled at Cochin as traders. In fact, the 360 families of Saraswats that migrated to Cochin were the 

pick of the Goa saraswats and eventually became rich and powerful. 

The local Brahmins did not recognise Saraswats as Brahmins and were not allowed inside the Kerala temples. This was 
mainly because many saraswats were fish eating and some of them came to Kerala by sea. In those days crossing the 

sea was considered inauspicious by the Brahmins. The GSBs wanted to establish own temples and started worshipping 

their Kuladevatas in homes and settlements. The Kerala GSBs also gave up fish eating to establish as Brahmins.  

  

 

mailto:sbhat@charter.net
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Founding of the Kashi Mutt 

 

 
The senior Swamiji 

  

 
Veda vyasa 

All the Kerala Saraswats were Vaishnavas and were disciples of the Uttaradi Mutt of 
Jayatheerth. Vibhudendra Tirtha, one of the two disciples of Jayatheerth, 

established a Mutt at Kumbakonam and Gowda Saraswats of South Kanara and 

Kerala were transferred to this Mutt. The Cochin Saraswats invited their junior guru 
Sri Vijayindra Tirtha (who was a Saraswat Brahmin) of Kumbakonam Mutt to Cochin 

for Chathurmasya vrita in 1539–1540 and requested him to initiate a Saraswat boy 
among them to Sanyasa. In 1541, Sri Hanumantha Bhaktha was selected and taken 

to Kumbakonam. The new Sanyasin was named Yadavendra Thirtha who eventually 

became head of the new Kashi Mutt at Varanasi established in 1542 AD. The 
people of Cochin helped to buy land at Benaras for the Mutt. The worshipped deity 

of this Mutt is Shri Vedavyasa. In 1599 AD, Sri Sudhindra Tirtha of Kumbhakonam 
Mutt installed the idol of Venkateswara at Cochin Tirumala Temple. Gradually 

Saraswats in other parts of Kerala also installed images of Lord Venkateswara as 
the presiding deity in their temples and this deity is called Tirumala Devar. 

The Kashi mutt has its headquarters at Brahma Ghat, Varanasi. It has branches and 
establishments at Prayag, Haridwar, Bhatkal, Basrur, Hemmady, Bantwal, 

Panambur (Suratkal), Manjeshwar, Rameshwaram, Karkala, Nayampalli near Udupi, 
Bhagamandala (Kodagu), Bandora (Goa), Pallipuram (Kerala), Manchakal, Naravi 

(near Belthangady), Alleppey, Konchady, Hangarakatte, Tirupathi, Bangalore and 

Calicut. The Kashi Mutt is also running schools to foster Sanskrit learning and train 
purohits at Karkal and Basrur.  

The present senior swamiji had chosen a successor who was later replaced by 

another in 2002. This has led to some differences among the community members.  

  

  

  

Konkani Calendar 

July  2012 August 2012 September 2012 

June 29
th

 thru July 1
st
  KS-2012 1

st
 Poornima- Yajurpakarma 3

rd
 Sankashta Chaturthi 

3
rd

 Poornami 4
th

 Sankashta Chaturthi 15
th

 Amavasya 

6
th

 Sankashta Chaturthi 9
th

 Sri Krishna Janmashtami 16
th

 Kanya Sankranthi 

13
th

 – 15
th

 KAO Kids Outdoor Camp 11
th

 AMKA Picnic 18
th

 Gowri Thrithiye 

15
th

 Kark Sankranthi 16
th

 Simh Sankranthi 19
th

 Ganesh Chathurthi 

18
th

 Amavasya 17
th

 Amavasya 25
th

 Yekadashi 

21
st
 KAO Picnic 25

th
 Konkani Sabha Picnic 28

th
 Ananta Chaturdashi 

23
rd

 Nag Panchami 27
th

 Yekadashi 29
th

 Poornami 

29
th

 Yekadasshi 31
st
 Poornami 30

th
 Mahalaya 

Khabbar thanks Sri P. V. Kamath of Mumbai for furnishing the Panchang, My Astrologer-version 1.0 by Mr. Muralidhar Shenoy, Durham, NC and 

Vedamoorthy Raghuchandra Bhat of Brookfield, WI 
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My Sincere Thanks To …….. 

Some readers go out of their way to help Khabbar.  Monetary means is one of them.  The Advisory Committee of Khabbar has decided on publishing the names of the 
families that has contributed $50.00 or more to Khabbar.  This quarter, the following have extended their help and thanks to you ..... 

Names Amount, $ 

Gopi & Sheila Pai, Germantown, TN 50.00 

Jayashree & Jayaraman Rao, New Orleans, LA 100.00 

Sudha R. Kini, Bloomfield, MI 50.00 

Surendra & Shalini Shenoy, Olivette, MO 51.00 

Ashok & Suman Bhat, Tampa, FL 51.00 

Shrikar & Nirmala Bangalore, Las Vegas, NV 66.00 

Ratnakar & Jayanthi Pai, Bloomfield Hills, MI 51.00 

Uma & Madakasira Yadunath, Freehold, NJ 66.00 

Mohan & Mohini Kamath, Cerritos, CA 50.00 

Vittal & Suman Shenoy, Fairport, NY 50.00 

Sudhir & Ranjana Golikeri, Clear Lake, TX 50.00 

Narayan & Vidya Baliga, Kenosha, WI 50.00 

Venkatesh & Shubha Kamath, Fairport, NY 60.00 

Pankaj & Asha Dhume, Sugar Land, TX 51.00 

Ravi & Vidya Joshi, Mission Viejo, CA 65.00 

Vasudev & Shaila Nayak, Mays Landing, NJ 60.00 

  

  

Statement of Accounts 

Description Credit, $ Debit, $ 

Balance Carried over since Khabbar Vol. XXXV No. 1 4,020.00  

Money Received:   

Subscriptions (66) and donations 1,770.00  

Advertisements (2) 110.00  

Interest 5.00  

Sub Total: 1,885.00  

Money Spent (Khabbar Vol. XXXV No. 1):   

Printing- Khabbar  (380) - 20 pages  470.22 

Mailing - First Class Mail-Khabbar (348 )  222.72 

Mailing Canada Khabbar (12 )  12.96 

Overseas (20)  60.00 

Mail Fines, computer paper & labels, envelopes, service fees, etc.  434.10 

Sub Total:  1,200.00 

Final Balance: 4,705.00  

Money spent on this issue was not available during press time. 

 

 

 

Kwiz 

The last quarter’s quiz: Continuation of last quarter’s quiz, how can you re-arrange these 12 sticks into another 

polygon of 12 sides to get 4 sq. ft. area? 
 

The answers are shown in the next page: 
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The following gave the right answers: 

Govind Kamath, Austin, TX 

Shivadev Ubhaykar, Rancho Pales Verdes, CA 

Swathi Kamath, Las Vegas, NV 

Vindya Bhat, Atlanta, GA 

Sridharan Raman, Atlanta, GA

 

This Kwarter’s Kwiz 

By “Vasanthmaam” 

Continuing with the Konkani tradition of quizzing, here's the brainteaser for this quarter.  If you can solve this correctly, send it to 

Khabbar address to have your name published in the next issue 

Find the smallest area one can obtain making a polygon out of 12 sticks.  Hint:  Find the lower bound of the area. 

 

NAKA, the North American Konkani Association 

The NAKA Board consists of: 

Vasanth Bhat, Damodar Baliga and Nina Padukone (Founding members),  Ramesh Kamath & Bharat Shiralkar, Vasant 

Acharya & Sandhya Kamath, Suren Kamath, Sudhir Golikeri & Suresh Shenoy, Ramadas Kamath, Ashok Bhatt &  

Sadanand Mankikar, Ravi Baliga.  Seema Kamath, Ranjit Shiralkar & Sheila Shenoy Reddy (Youth). 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ----------------------------------- 

This quarter, NAKA Directors from KAOCA group held fund raising dinner in Santa Clara, CA to support KS-2012. $40k was 

collected. NAKA is finding ways to support KS-2012 to be a successful sammelan. Both Sheila Shenoy Reddy and Sadanand 

Mankikar are working on avenues to make NAKA a viable organization in North America. 

  

If any North American Konkani has any constructive suggestions, please, contact any of the NAKA Board Members or send them to 

NAKA, 2465 Bergen Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11234. Phone: (718)-251-4795 and Email: naka1@indiatimes.com 

NAKA - Statement Of Accounts 
Date Description Credit, $ Debit, $ 

2/29/12 Balance from last report 94,292.21  

5/23/12 Ranjit for Konkani Survey  190.00 

5/31/12 Interest 10.83  

5/31/12 Ad for KS-2012 Souvenir  800.00 

 Final Balance: 93,313.04  

Signed: Damodar Baliga, Treasurer, NAKA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:naka1@indiatimes.com
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Connecting Konkanis, Heart to Heart, Home away from Home 
 

Dear Konkani friend, 

 

 

Registration for the Konkani Sammelan 2012 is now officially Closed. 

 

Reunite with your old friends and make new ones at the Konkani Sammelan!  
 

Here’s what we’ve planned for you: 

We are organizing exceptional entertainment/cultural programs, seminars, workshops, games and activities for all ages, 

including an all-day Medical Symposium. In addition, you will get chance to: 

 Attend reunion forums for alumni of engineering colleges such as IITs, KREC and MIT (Manipal) 

 Network in special sessions for doctors, IT and finance professionals 

 Meet, hear and hobnob with the community’s high achievers, like Mohandas Pai, Shyam Benegal, Arun 

Netravali, Jayant Baliga, Floyd Cardoz, Kalpana Lajmi and Amrita Rao 

Please visit our website for more information and registration for the special optional Medical Symposium, ‘Health Care 

in the 21
St

 Century’ to be held on Friday. The Health Commissioners from New York and New Jersey, and other 

leading experts will be speaking and answering your questions at the Medical Symposium. 

Watch our latest 2
nd

 video using the link below, for key messages from Sammelan President and few volunteers. 

  

Become an “insider” (volunteer): 

The best way to experience and enjoy the Sammelan is to become an “insider” and volunteer. The Konkani Sammelan is 
a community event put together entirely by volunteers. There’s no greater pleasure than being a part of this core group. 
Please fill out the Volunteer Form on our website to indicate your interest. 

 

Go above and beyond (contribute):  

Make a donation by check or Pay Pal through our website. Sponsor a Sammelan event such as breakfast or other meal. 
No donation is too small. If you are a professional or own a business, run an ad in the Sammelan Souvenir magazine. 
Unable to attend this Sammelan for any reason?  Please consider donating to this unique and important Konkani event 
anyway. All net donations through NAKA (North American Konkani Association) are tax-deductible in the US. You can 
send your donations or payments for souvenir advertisements directly by making your check payable to “North 
American Konkani Association (NAKA)” and mailing to: Konkani Sammelan 2012, 14 Raphael Drive, Monmouth Junction, 
NJ 08852, USA. 
 

Besides the fun, networking, entertainment/cultural value that it provides, Konkani Sammelan is an investment in the 
community. Your attendance, donations and volunteering will make it enjoyable, memorable, and pay big dividends. 
Please take action today – we need your wholehearted support to make it successful and sustainable! 

 
Reach us at sammelan@konkani2012.org if you have any questions, concerns or suggestions. 

 

See you at the Sammelan June 29-July 1, 2012….. 
Organizing Committee – Konkani Sammelan 2012 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:sammelan@konkani2012.org
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Konkani Sabha Events for 2012 

We take this opportunity to thank you all for the support and your involvement in the Konkani Sabha activities in NJ/NY area during 

the past year. During the last few weeks, we have met and put together a plan for 2012, and we would like to share this with you all. 

Following are the highlights of the KONKANI SABHA activities for the year 2012. 

Picnic: Rain or Shine 

This year as NJ/NY and the broader US North East region is hosting the Konkani Sammelan, we have decided to do our picnic in 

August rather than our regular June picnic schedule. 

Date: Saturday, August 25, 2012  

Time:10 AM to sunset  

Location: Mercer Park East Picnic Area, 1347 Edinburg Dutch Neck Rd 

Princeton Junction, NJ 08550 

Cost:$5 (18 years and older) and $3 (ages 3 to 17) payable at the registration desk at the venue - To cover the cost of rent of the park, 

beverages, watermelon and supplies.  

Activities: Children’s activities, Cricket, Badminton, and Volleyball  

Note: Please bring food items (entre only) enough for 2 families. Dessert will be provided by Konkani Sabha. For details including 

directions, visit our website at http://www.konkanisabha.org/  

So, come on, don’t miss out on the fun!! 

Diwali: 

Date: Saturday, November 10th, 2012  

Time:3:00 PM to 9:00 PM  

Location: Shri Venkateswara Temple Community Center, Bridgewater, NJ 780 Old Farm Road, Bridgewater, NJ 08807 

Tel:(908) 725-4477     

Cost: Registration and Payment by October 20th - $16 (12 years and older) and $9 (ages 6 to 12) Registration after October 20th and 

at the door - $18 (12 years and older) and $11 (ages 6 to 12) Advance Registration and payments will also be accepted at the picnic  

Activities: Variety Entertainment, Socialization, Appetizer and Dinner  

We once again thank you all for your support. We hope to have continued support and involvement from all of you in the coming 

years. We also ask each of you to spread the word to any Konkanis you know. Also visit our website at http://www.konkanisabha.org/  

for details and updates.  

Thanks and regards,  

Office Bearers Konkani Sabha 

Rajeev Nayak 
Merrill Lynch Global Wealth Management 

For retirement needs, wealth management, or investment advisory services 

 

Rajeev Nayak | Financial Advisor | Merrill Lynch & Co | 717 5th Avenue 6th Floor | 

New York, New York 10022 | Tel 212 415 7318 | 

Cell 724 801 0117 

http://www.konkanisabha.org/
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Konkani Charitable Fund, Inc. 
230 Oakley Avenue, San Carlos, CA. 94070 

(650) 596-0716 
Web Address: Konkanicf.org 

 

June 10, 2012 
 

Pack your bags and head to the Konkani Convention 2012. 
 

 
Chair Persons: 
Ramesh & Pratibha Kamath 
Email: 
Ramesh.Kamath@konkanicf.org 
 
 

 

We have already started packing for the Konkani Convention 2012 at Edison, 
New Jersey. We are excited about the celebration and look forward to the 
opportunity of sharing the joy of giving through Konkani Charitable Fund. The 
joy comes from the fact that in the last two years, we have been able to bring 
positive changes to many individuals, families and organizations. We have 
been able to do that purely from humanitarian point of view. Our area of 
focus has been and will continue to be education, healthcare, child welfare, 
comfort for senior citizens, and service to the mentally and physically 
challenged. We have taken pride in making sure that every dollar contributed 
goes directly to those in need. We also make every effort to see that those 
receiving your help are deserving of such help. 
 
At this convention we hope to share with you our dreams, our enthusiasm, 
and our joy of giving. Together we can make a positive difference in many 
lives. Yes we can! 
 
We shall be having an informational booth at the convention. You can find 
out more about the Konkani Charitable Fund, give your suggestions, 
volunteer by giving your time, contribute to your favorite charity, and most of 
all find out how you can get involved in this noble endeavor. As the saying 
goes someone helped us to move up in life; now it is time for us to send the 
elevator down so that others will also have an opportunity to move up. 
 
See you at the convention 
  
Devu Baren Koro 

 

- Board of Directors, KCF 

Vice Chair Persons: 
Vinayak & Radha Kudva  
Email: 
Vinayak.Kudva@konkanicf.org 
 
 

VP Finance & Secretary: 
Ashok & Amita Bhatt 
Email: Ashok.Bhatt@konkanicf.org 
 

VP Implementation: 

Ravi & Asha Baliga  
Email: Ravi.Baliga@konkanicf.org 
 

VP Publicity & Fund Raising: 
Surendra & Shalini Shenoy  
Email: 
Surendra.Shenoy@konkanicf.org 
 

VP Next Gen. & Communication: 
Ananthkrishna & Sulatha Prabhu 
ananth.prabhu@konkanicf.org 
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Klassified  

Please patronize the Khabbar advertisers.  Khabbar reaches over 1,700 families in North America.  The advertisement rates are: 
         Matrimonial (5 Lines) 1/4 Page  1/2 Page  Full Page 

Subscribers            $15.00     $25.00   $45.00   $85.00 

Non-Subscribers   $25.00   $45.00   $85.00   $160.00 

Non Konkani  $50.00   $90.00   $170.00   $320.00 

The Advisory Committee of Khabbar has unanimously decided NOT to accept any ads. wherein the advertisers prefer to stay 

anonymous by using Khabbar reference. 
WANTED:  
Any Hoon Khabbar, sunshine news, your or your child's promotion or achievement, articles of interest, etc. are always in need to be 

published in Khabbar.  Share your joy or grief with fellow Konkanis.  Send your contribution to: Khabbar, P. O. Box 222, Lake 

Jackson, TX  77566-0222. email: khabbar@hotmail.com 

KONKANI CHARITIES 

The American Konkani Association (A. K. A.) is helping 

eligible Konkani youth by granting College Loan 

Scholarships.  Send your generous contributions to: American 

Konkani Association, 1153 Tamarack Pl., Munster, IN 46321 

 

KONKANI CHARITIES 

The Saraswat Foundation is helping poor deserving Bhanaps 

in India.  Send your donations to:    Saraswat Foundation 

178 Norman Drive, Morrisville, PA 19067 

 

MATRIMONIAL DIRECTORY 

Mr. Basti Ganapathi Shenoy of Las Vegas, NV is maintaining 

a list of  Konkani youth that are eligible for matrimony.  

Interested boys and girls can send in their information to:  

Mr. Basti Ganapathi Shenoy 

8017 Celebreeze Crt., LAS VEGAS, NV 89145 

Phone: (702)-341-6706;  Email: bastishenoy@gmail.com     

Please call weekends only  10:00 AM to 10:00PM (PST)  

 

A P P E A L 

From January 2009, the soirika magazine editions  

(http://www.soirika.com) have been named as SAMBHANDU 

will be done by:   Sambhandhu, C/o Bangalore Sri Kashi 

Math, # 14, Sri Kashi Math Road, Malleshwaram 

Bangalore 560 055 

 

MATRIMONIAL ASSISTANCE 

As a service to Konkani community, Sri. B. Srinivas Kamath 

will offer free matrimonial assistance. Contact:B.S.Kamath, 

Block #5, 1st Floor, Deepak Building, Hari Shanker Joshi 

Road, Dahisar East, Mumbai-400068 

Tel: 011-91-22-2828-3392 

 

 

 

 

 

M A T R I M O N I A L 

34 year old GSB boy, BE Manipal, MS Mahe, MBA in USA 

working as consultant in USA seeks  educated bride under 32 

years, send bio data  to panchmal@gmail.com   

cell 7402740260  in USA , 0r parents telephone 011-91-

9845543443  in  India - for boy's bio data 

 
Shri Laxmi Venkateshaya Namah 

RAGHUCHANDRA BHAT, Konkani Priest 

Puja Services as per Vedic rituals, Sudarshana Homa & 

Pavamana Homa, Hindu weddings, Upanayanam,Naming 

ceremony, etc., Chandi Path, Bhagavath Katha, etc., Shanthi 

Paatha/Homa, Housewarming, Religious class – stotra’s 

samskith etc., Shradha/Apara Samskara (last rituals), 

Astrological consultation by phone and in person 

Abhisheka-Vayustuti, Shiva, Vishnu, Ganesha Navagraha 

Satyanarayan Puja & other services 

Puja/Homa services offered at the patron’s/priest residence.  

366 Terrace Dr., Brookfield, WI 53045 

(262)-717-9370 (H); (262)-424-6641 (Cell) 

www.puja123.com      Email: rvbprb@yahoo.com 

 

A P P E A L 

A great opportunity to serve an Indian Charity Organization 

(Anandashram) which shelters already 26 poor old people and 

which also offers the free services of a “Hospice” (Palliative 

Care center)-a home for the terminally ill Cancer patients of 

our society. Income Tax Payees in USA get the benefit of 

Income tax Exemption for their donations, if they donate 

directly to Konkani Charitable Fund (KCF) Inc., with the 

suggestion that they should donate the same amount to 

Anandashram Seva Trust ®, Puttur, since KCF has recognized 

Anandsharam as one of the recipients of their grants. Hence, 

the donors in USA can help us directly or indirectly thru KCF, 

230 Oakley Avenue, San Carlos, CA 94070, to build this 

Palliative Care Centre. Please, visit our website: 

www.oldagehome-india.org 
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