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Khabbar Follies 

In this section, Khabbar looks into the Konkani community and anything and everything that is Konkani from a 

Konkani point of view.  The names will never be published but geographic location will be identified in general 

terms.

There is no doubt in my mind that Khabbar is a part & parcel 

of life of Konkanis in North America. In fact, Khabbar has 

developed a special relation with most of the Konkani families 

and here are some examples of those close encounters of a 

different kind….…… 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Khabbar has a good track record of mailing hard copies to 

subscribers regularly. I was sending Khabbar to this young 

reader from Houston, TX. Recently, he moved to India for 

higher studies without giving his forwarding address. 

Khabbar managed to get his address in India and mailed him 

the latest Khabbar. Here comes the reply from this young 

Konkani reader: 

 

“Thanks for sending Khabbar, Vasant uncle. My hostel is 

really lonely but Khabbar always gives me a good feeling of 

home when I read the newsletter. Here’s also my correct 

answer to this quarter’s quiz. I am also enclosing Rs. 15 as my 

dues (Sorry, I have no dollars, only rupees!!). 

 

Editor’s Note: 

That’s the most valuable Rs. 15.00 Khabbar ever earned! 

***** 

 

SUBSCRIPTION FORM: 
Dear Konkani family, 

It is time to renew your subscription for 2011. The numbers on the mailing label clearly 

indicate the year/s the dues for Khabbar has been received since 2008. Please, note that 

you have the FREE access to the eKhabbar, the electronic version of Khabbar, by logging on 

to eKhabbar.com.  If you want hard copy, then only remit your subscription at $15.00/yr. 

Please, don't pay for future years!  Fill the form below and send your subscription with a 

check payable to Khabbar to P. O. Box 222, Lake Jackson, TX 77566-0222. (Canadian Konkanis 

please pay cash or MO in US$) 

 

Name: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Spouse Name: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Telephone: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Email ID:  _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………Children…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Name    Boy/Girl   d.o.b.  Hobby/Interest 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Comments, if any: ______________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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E D I T O R I A L 
Dear Konkani family, 

I hope all is well with you and your 

family.  

 

This issue of Khabbar has been mailed to 

ALL families that have paid dues at least 

once since 2008.  In other words, families 

who have not paid since 2007 will not be 

receiving this issue. The numbers on the 

mailing label clearly indicate the year/s 

the dues for Khabbar has been received 

since 2008 and if there is any error let me 

know.  

 

Even in these tough economic times, the 

Advisory Committee of Khabbar has 

decided that the annual dues will remain 

the same at $15.00 a year and for that you 

get: 

 Four issues of the Khabbar, 

 Annual Mailing List and  

 Discounted advertisement rates. 

 

This issue has not been mailed to families 

that have specifically indicated that they 

will access eKhabbar. The on-line version 

of Khabbar, eKhabbar, will be on the web 

a quarter after mailing the hard copies. 

 

Please, note it is time to renew your 

subscription for 2011. The 2011 Khabbar 

Mailing List will be mailed only to 

families that have paid their subscriptions 

for 2010. The Khabbar Mailing List is a 

prized possession of our community and 

help me to keep it up-to-date. Send names 

and addresses of Konkani families that are 

not in the list to P. O. Box 222, Lake 

Jackson, TX 77566-0222, or email 

khabbar@hotmail.com and rest be assured 

that I’ll “Khabbarize” them! 

 

The Konkani Youth are planning their 

biennial convention in Houston in 2011. 

It’s going to be held in August (5
th

 to 7
th

 ). 

Khabbar will publish all the details as 

them become available. For further 

information contact 

kirthanshenoy@gmail.com  

seema.r.kamath@gmail.com or 

eudyavar@gmail.com. Any help you 

render to our youngsters is highly 

appreciated. Thanks for all of you for 

supporting our youngsters who are doing 

such a great job in maintaining our culture 

here in North America.  

 

Khabbar will publish all the developments 

and progress made by NAKA on an on-

going basis. Send your constructive 

suggestions to any of the Directors of the 

NAKA Board. Also, the much anticipated 

Konkani Charitable Fund (KCF) was 

incorporated. Khabbar will publish 

progress made by KCF on a regular basis. 

 

The unofficial Khabbar correspondents in 

your area who send in the hoon Khabbars 

on a regular basis are doing an 

outstanding job. Remember, if it did not 

appear in Khabbar, then it did not 

happen in North America! If your area 

is not represented wholly, let me know 

and I'll recruit more volunteers. You can 

send the news items via email 

(khabbar@hotmail.com). 

 

On the Quiz front, Khabbar has still 

remained as a champ. We had only 8 

correct responses to the last quarter’s quiz 

(which was relatively easy)! Let us see 

how you will do with this quarter’s quiz!?! 

 

The progress of the ambitious project, 

Konkani Kendra, the Konkani Bhas 

Ani Sanskriti Pratistan is good. Thanks 

to Basti Ganapathi Shenoy who has 

devised a method wherein families 

wanting to help  Konkani Bhas Ani 

Sanskriti Pratistan can do so with 

relative ease!  Call him at (702)-341-6706 

or email: bastishenoy@gmail.com  if 

interested to extend your help for this 

worthy cause. Indeed, the Kendra has 

become a center of attraction and I urge 

all North American Konkanis to visit the 

Kendra to see what way they can benefit 

from this. Also, see in what way we can 

help our brethren who are doing an 

outstanding job in preserving our culture. 

 

Khabbar will always publish appeals for 

charity free of charge but cannot collect 

money on behalf of any charity.  Families 

are encouraged to send the money directly 

to the concerned charities or thru KCF if 

approved by KCF.  Khabbar firmly 

believes in helping our people whether it 

is in India or here. Here’s a link to all the 

appeals I gotten so far: 

http://www.ekhabbar.com/SpecialAppeals

.htm 

  

I hope the struggle to rid terrorism from 

this world will materialize soon. Hope 

Peace & Tranquility will prevail. 

 

 Happy Holidays & Happy New Year to 

you all. 

 

Devu Boren Karo. 

 

 

Vasanth 

Honorary Editor 

http://www.ekhabbar.com/
mailto:khabbar@hotmail.com
mailto:khabbar@hotmail.com
mailto:kirthanshenoy@gmail.com
mailto:seema.r.kamath@gmail.com
mailto:eudyavar@gmail.com
mailto:khabbar@hotmail.com
mailto:bastishenoy@gmail.com
http://www.ekhabbar.com/SpecialAppeals.htm
http://www.ekhabbar.com/SpecialAppeals.htm
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Letters to the Editor ......
Letters to the Editor will be considered for publication unless the writer requests otherwise.  Letters may be edited for publication.  

Editor reserves the right not to publish anonymous letters.  Initials only on request if the writer includes his or her name.

****** 

Dear Sir, 

I am enclosing herewith appeals on 

behalf of Vidyadhiraj Charitable Trust 

promoted by G. S. B. Ram mandir, 

Wadala, Mumbai with a request to 

publish the same in Konkani Khabbar 

magazine, if possible. Currently, one 

Mr. Balachandra P. Kamath has taken 

over as CEO after the untimely death 

of late Vaman R. Kamath in April 

2010. Currently, I am one of the 

committee members on the school 

project, as one has to complete the 

building as there are more than 125 

students this year up to Standard III. 

Your help in this direction will be 

appreciated 

Thanking you 

Yours sincerely 

Dr. S. G. Bhat 

5 Godika House, Plot No. 222 

Temil Sangam Marg 

Sion (E) Mumbai 400 022 

sgiribhat@gmail.com 

***** 

Dear fellow Brahmans: 

As you are aware, we are in the middle 

of a Life Membership Drive during 

which the dues have been reduced 

from $250 to $150 if you meet certain 

conditions.  The Executive Committee 

today removed all those conditions, 

and now it is available to ALL 

Brahman who are resident of North 

America.   This proposal is retroactive 

to the first day the Life Membership 

Drive went into effect and will expire 

on December 31, 2010.   

You also know that last Sunday we 

exceeded our goal of 100 Life 

Members, and now we are shooting for 

100 more by the deadline date of 

December 31,2010. Please help us 

achieve that goal.  We are hoping that 

further liberalization that we have just 

done will help us meet that goal.   

This WBF Yahoo Group is close to 

2000 members which is one of the 

largest of its kind. However, it is only 

6 % of you that have taken up the Life 

Membership thus far. I suggest you 

reconsider.  We are a pretty friendly 

and accommodating bunch of people 

as you can see without compromising 

on our core objectives.  WBF is for 

Brahmans only. 

I can always be reached at my cell 

phone number given below if you have 

any questions. 

Thank you, 

Nirmal 

609-792-5927 (c) 

www.brahmanworld.org  

Editor’s Reply:   

Dear Nirmalji, 

Thanks for the email. I have published 

your appeal in the web version of the 

quarterly newsletter "Khabbar" at the 

following link: 

http://www.ekhabbar.com/Individual-

Family%20Membership%20registratio

n%20form.101119.pdf 

Thanks for all your efforts in 

strengthening the Brahman community 

***** 

Dear Sir, 

Please allow us to introduce ourselves - Vitallis Healthcare Pvt. Ltd.…. a Healthcare Service Provider dedicated to provide medical 

help and support; especially for the NRI’s family in India, around the year. We strive to provide our services as a social cause, and was 

the basis towards creation of our firm.  We are a company run by medical professionals (and NRI’s) and have our main offices in NJ, 

USA and in Mumbai, India. We also have our marketing teams in SE Asia, Middle East and Canada. 

We offer the following services: 

- Emergency as well as preventive healthcare medical services for NRI families here in India at leading Multi Specialty Hospitals in 

their respective towns; closest to their residence. This service is offered around the year. 

- Emergency Ambulance Service 24X7, around the year. 

- Hospitalization assistance in case needed. We see to it our patients get priority service at the hospital. 

- Free pick up and drop by cab from home to hospital for lab tests/ specialist consultations.  

- Monthly/ Quarterly update to our client about the health status of his family in India. 

- Customized healthcare package to suit the medical requirement of the patient. 

- Our services are available in major cities of Maharashtra and Gujarat. We are also in the initial stages of starting in Karnataka.  

The benefits the client can derive from us:   

- He will feel secure about his family here in India.  

- He does not have to leave his work and fly over to India in case of a medical emergency involving his family in India, which means 

fewer worries about his job/ work being affected.  

- Regular updates about the medical status of his loved ones in India.  

We would like to make more people aware of our services through your newsletter, and would be happy to send across an article 

reflecting our endeavor. We would be pleased to offer our services to our fellow GSB's as well as your newsletter subscribers at a 

discounted rate. If you have any queries, please feel free to contact us or visit our website. 

Also attached is a soft copy of our flier. 

With warm regards, 

Dr.Ganesh Shenoy                                       Ms.Nipa Patel   Ms.Latha Shenoy 

MD, India Unit                                              MD, US Unit   VP (Marketing) 

+91 975 739 2725; + 1 973 883 1080 (US)    +1 973 777 1475 (US)  +91 932 112 9603 

ganesh.shenoy@vitallishealthcare.com             nipa.patel@vitallishealthcare.com  latha.shenoy@vitallishealthcare.com  

Website: www.vitallishealthcare.com 

mailto:sgiribhat@gmail.com
http://www.brahmanworld.org/
http://www.ekhabbar.com/Individual-Family%20Membership%20registration%20form.101119.pdf
http://www.ekhabbar.com/Individual-Family%20Membership%20registration%20form.101119.pdf
http://www.ekhabbar.com/Individual-Family%20Membership%20registration%20form.101119.pdf
mailto:ganesh.shenoy@vitallishealthcare.com
mailto:nipa.patel@vitallishealthcare.com
mailto:latha.shenoy@vitallishealthcare.com
http://www.vitallishealthcare.com/
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Hoon Khabbar 
Congratulations: 

Sri U. DAMODAR PRABHU of 

Pittsburgh, PA was invited to give a 

talk  for S. V. Temple youth camp on 

June 30, 2010. Sri Prabhu talked to 

over 100 youngsters on: 

 Vedic Rishis & Scientists of 

India 

 Detailed discourse on 

Hinduism and 

 Hindu Rituals and Routines- 

Why do we follow these? 

This was followed by Questions and 

Answers. 

Sri Prabhu was also invited to give a 

presentation at S. V. Temple in 

October 2010. 

 

Dr. NEELESH K. KULKARNI, 

MD, PhD, FRCP(C), Internist and 

Specialist in Geriatric Neurology, 

Scarborough General Hospital, 

Scarborough and William Osler 

Medical Centre, Etobicoke, has been 

appointed Assistant Professor and 

Research Scientist at Pittsburg 

University Medical Centre, Pittsburgh, 

PA. He will join his new post on the 

1st of November, 2010. His wife, 

Malvika, will change her residency in 

Psychiatry from Albuquerque, New 

Mexico to Pittsburgh in due course. 

 

International suspense novel 

“Breathing in Bombay,” written by 

Ms. SUPRIYA SAVKOOR, was 

awarded the 2010 Helen 

McCloy/Mystery Writers of America 

Scholarship for Mystery Writing. It’s 

the first book in the Across Black 

Waters series, which brings together 

her twin passions of writing and travel. 

She is a former newspaper reporter 

and magazine editor turned mystery 

writer and freelance editor. Supriya is 

based near Washington, DC, where 

she lives with her husband and two 

daughters. She is the daughter of 

Suresh and Jyoti Nayalkar of Houston, 

TX. She’s a member of Sisters in 

Crime and Mystery Writers of 

America. She is working on her 

second novel “Chasing Cairo.”  

More about Supriya at: 

http://noveladventurers.blogspot.com/ 

 

AMIE Y MIKLAVCIC PAI, MD, of 

Richmond, VA, joined Virginia 

Women's Center (VWC) in Richmond, 

VA. VWC operates a comprehensive 

Ob-Gyn practice with five locations in 

Central Virginia. Amie will practice 

out of the Mechanicsville location. She 

will continue to practice general Ob-

Gyn with particular interest in 

pediatric and adolescent gynecology. 

She is also actively conducting 

research in over-the-counter 

contraceptives. 

 

Konkani Graduates: 
AMOL, s/o Ajay & Chitra Rao, 

completed his Undergraduate Degree 

in Environmental Engineering from 

University of Waterloo in 2010. He 

spent a year in TUHH Hamburg, 

Germany as an Exchange Student. He 

taught himself German in preparation 

for the studies abroad and visited 

several European destinations. He is 

employed as a Junior Engineer with a 

Consulting Co in Markham. 

 

NAYANTARA, d/o Uday & Sunita 

Hattangadi of Markham, Ont. is 

pursuing BA Honours in Psychology 

with specialization in Developmental 

Cognitive Neuroscience at the 

University of Western Ontario, 

London starting this fall. 

 

SAMYUKTA, d/o Uday & Sunita 

Hattangadi of Markham, Ont. has 

returned from Jamaica after 

completing a six week International 

placement through school. She was 

one of the few selected in the Social 

Work program to teach life skills, 

literacy & numeracy to young adults. 

 

ANURADHA, d/o Somasheker & 

Vrinda Rao, just received her 

professional designation as Registered 

Professional Biologist (R.P.Bio. - a 

designation for biologists similar to 

P.Eng. for engineers). She is currently 

based in Vancouver, BC and working 

as Technical Planner for the Pacific 

North Coast Integrated Management 

Area (www.pncima.org). Anuradha 

received her Master of Science degree 

in 2006 from Memorial University of 

Newfoundland, in collaboration with 

the University of Cape Town, South 

Africa. She received the Gordon 

Global Fellowship in 2006 and the 

Robin Rigby Trust award in 2009 for 

research and work on coastal 

ecosystem restoration in 

Ghana/Newfoundland and South 

Africa, respectively. She has published 

a number of articles about 

environmental and social topics 

relevant to the areas in which she has 

worked. 

 

NIRAJ, s/o Madhav & Vijaya 

Shanbhag of Liverpool, NY received 

his PhD on Friday November 19 from 

University Of Pennsylvania Medical 

School.   

 

New Arrivals: 
LEELA RUPA, a baby girl to Abhay 

& Shibani Kulkarni on July 1st, 2010.. 

A sister to Nisha. Congratulations to 

proud grandparents, Vivek & Maya 

Kulkarni and Kishore & Mangala 

Hemmadi. 

 

AMEYA ELISE, a 7 pounds 2 ounces 

and 19 inches tall baby girl to Nandita 

& Daniel Marshall of Alexandria, VA  

on Friday November 19th 2010. The 

proud maternal grandparents are 

Mohan & Vishaya Pai of Somerdale, 

NJ and the proud paternal 

grandparents are   Mr. & Mrs. Barton 

Marshall of Raleigh, NC. 

 

SANAM DAYAA, a 7 lbs. 10 oz., 20" 

baby girl to Reena & Avinash Bhaskar 

of Summit, NJ on Saturday, November 

27, 2010. The proud maternal grand 

parents are Ravi & Vidya Nayak of 

Flanders, NJ and the proud paternal 

grand parents are B. K. & Pranitha 

Bhaskar of Port St. Lucie, FL. 

 

ARYA UMA, a baby girl to Kochikar 

Rakesh & Ajnya Pai of Boise, ID on 

December 1st 2010. A sister to 

Nandan and Lakshan. The proud 

paternal grandparents are  Kochikar 

Ramnath & Rajashree Pai Tampa, FL 

and proud maternal grandparents are 

Vaman & Rajalakshmi Kamath of 

Mumbai. 

 

http://noveladventurers.blogspot.com/


Khabbar XXXIII  No. 4  Page: 6 

The Twins, 5 lb 8 oz baby boy 

DYLAN and 6 lb 10 oz baby girl 

BIANCA to Aarti & Daniel Mallya-

Jacobsen of South Orange, NJ on 

December 3rd 2010 at St. Barnabas 

Hospital, NJ. The proud maternal 

grand parents are Sudhakar & Nandini 

Mallya of Wanaque, NJ. 

 

Newly Weds: 
Dr. Mohan & Nalini Pai celebrated the 

marriage of their son Chi. NIKHIL 

with Sow. NISHA, d/o Dr. Siva & 

Mrs Nithiya Gurunathan on August 1, 

2010. 

 

Sow. MENAKA, d/o Dr. Mohan & 

Nalini Pai married Chi. JUZAR, s/o 

Saifu & Zeenat Pirbhai on October 

9th, 2010 in Toronto. 

 

Relocation: 
The BHANDARY family, Kiran 

Kumar & Radhika have relocated from 

Pewaukee, WI to 7350 Bristol Village 

Drive, Apt # 124, Bloomington, MN 

55438. The telephone and email ID’s 

remain the same at (262)-347-0016 & 

bhandary_1947@yahoo.com  

 

Ms SHANTHI PAI has relocated 

from Sun City West, AZ to 3822 

Stafflower Terr., Oviedo, FL 32766. 

The new telephone is (407)-542-5135 

and email ID:  

shanthig.pai@gmail.com 

 

The HEGDE family, Santosh & 

Reshma moved from Jackson Heights, 

NY to 32-43 91
st
 Street, Apt. A502, 

East Elmhurst, NY 11369 

 

Welcome to America: 
The BHATs, Deepak & Sulakshana 

with their daughter, Sanjana, have 

relocated from Sweden to 346, South 

Van Dien Avenue, Ridgewood, NJ, 

07450. The home telephone is  

(201)-444-4654 and email ID: 

ramarayabhat@yahoo.com 

 

65
th

 & 70
th

 Birthday Bash: 
BUNTVAL SHOBHA (65) and 

DAMODHAR (70) BALIGA of 

Brooklyn, NY celebrated their 

birthdays with their families at 102 

Longstone Drive, Cherry Hill, NJ on 

November 27, 2010. Their grand-

daughter Alesia Rainer and grand-

niece Ayla Pai helped them cut the 

cake and were also first to taste the 

cake. It was all fun. 

 

Telephone Change: 
The PAI family, Laxman & Usha of 

Edison, NJ changed their home phone 

number to (732)-548-7390 effective 

immediately. 

 

Obituary: 
Smt. JAYASHEELA NAGENDRA 

RAO (83) passes away on 27
th

 July 

2010, in Mumbai, India. Khabbar 

sends heartfelt condolences to her son, 

Ajay Rao & family of Canada. 

 

Smt. SUNITA KAMATH (71) 

passed away on 2nd August, 2010, in 

Mumbai, India. Khabbar sends 

heartfelt condolences to her son, 

Diwakar Kamath & family of Canada. 

 

HATTIANGADI VENKATRAYA 

KAMATH (89) of Manipal passed 

away on June 28
th

 2010.  He was 

former Joint General manager of 

Syndicate bank and also a close 

associate of late Shri K. K. Pai in the 

post retirement period serving for 

quite a few NGO’s of Pais of Manipal 

including “Panchkadayi” Konkani 

Monthly Magazine, Konkani 

Bhasoddhara Trust and also Dr. T. M. 

A. Pai Foundation, Manipal. He was 

active and alert till he breathed his last 

and in his death the Saraswat 

community has lost a great lover of 

our cultural heritage. Khabbar sends 

heartfelt condolences to his family. 

 

Smt. MOHINI (SAROJINI)  

GADIYAR (81) passed away in 

Mumbai on August 29th  2010. She is 

survived by 5 daughters, 3 brothers 

and 2 sisters. Khabbar sends heartfelt 

condolences to brother Dr. Gopal 

Bhandarkar & family of Bayport, NY. 

 

Sri NAGAR JAYAWANTH 

NAYAK (82), eminent businessman, 

entrepreneur and philanthropist, 

passed away peacefully in Bangalore 

on October 25th 2010 in Bangalore. 

Khabbar sends heartfelt condolences 

to his daughters, Mrs. Prabha Baliga & 

family of   West Bloomfield, MI and 

Drs. Geetha Bhandarkar & family of 

Bloomfield Hills, MI. 

 

Sri SADANAND NILEKANI (80) 

passed away on October 29, 2010 in 

Houston, TX. Khabbar sends heartfelt 

condolences to his wife, Smt. Kumud 

Nilekani, and daughters, Kanchan 

Kabad & family of Sugarland, TX, 

Kirthi Rangnekar & family of 

Knoxville, TN, and Kalpana 

Chikarmane & family of Hazelton, 

PA. 

 

Sri.  SRINIVASA D. BHATT, (97) 

of Houston, TX passed away at 3:35 

AM on Monday, November 8, 2010, 

in Houston, TX. Khabbar sends 

heartfelt condolences to his wife Smt. 

Manickam Bhatt, and son, Ashwin 

Bhatt & family of Houston, TX, 

daughter, Vijayalakshmi Bhat & 

family of  Houston, TX, son, 

Ratankumar Bhat & family of Mobile, 

AL, daughter, Sobha Shenoy & family 

of Houston, TX, daughter, Prabha 

Prabhu & family of Houston, TX, and 

son, Krishna Bhat & family of 

Houston, TX. 

 

Smt. LALITA PRABHU (84) passed 

away in Bangalore on November 25th 

2010. Khabbar sends heartfelt 

condolences to her son, Dr. Vilas 

Prabhu & family of Lancaster, PA and 

daughter Sumana Nayak & family of 

Wanaque, NJ 

 

Mr. YESHWANT LOTLIKAR (78) 

of Houston, TX passed away due to a 

heart attack at 2:45 pm, Wednesday, 

December 1, 2010, in Houston, TX. 

Khabbar sends heartfelt condolences 

to his wife Mrs. Meera Lotlikar of 

Houston, TX, sons Mr. Rishikesh 

Lotlikar of New York, NY and Dr. 

Prashant Lotlikar & family of 

Houston, TX and brother of Dr. 

Prabhakar Lotlikar & family of 

California, Mr. Manohar Lotlikar & 

family of India, Mrs. Sarojini Lotlikar 

& family of Pennsylvania, and Mrs. 

Nalini Advani & family of Pune, 

India. 

****** 

 

 

Send your “hoon Khabbars” to: 

Khabbar, 

PO Box 222 

Lake Jackson, TX 77566-0222 

Email: khabbar@hotmail.com 

 

mailto:bhandary_1947@yahoo.com
mailto:shanthig.pai@gmail.com
mailto:ramarayabhat@yahoo.com
mailto:khabbar@hotmail.com
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KONKANI HAPPENINGS 

 

Houston Area Amchigale Samaj (HAAS) celebrated the Janmashtami on Saturday Sep 4
th

 2010 at the First Colony Convention 

Centre in Sugar Land, TX.  It started at 6 pm with ample snacks and appetizers for all.  The event was initiated at 6:45 pm with Aarti to 

Lord Krishna.  The decorations for the puja were beautiful with special lighting!  The Aarti was led by Venkataraman and Prabha 

Pai. The cultural events started with a dance performance to the song Mukunda, Mukunda by Neha Bhat. This was followed up with 

Bhajans from our young kids, Samhita Bhat, Sayali Rao, Shlok Bhat, Uma Kamath, Varun Nayak, and Chaitra Shenoy.  We had 

a very cute Raksha Adige who was dressed up as Lord Krishna enjoying her curds from the bowl.  We then had Bhajans sung by 

Venkatraman Pai, Prabha Pai, Anitha Haldipur, Kusum Pai, Shanti Bhatt, Maya Prabhu, Ramkrishna Prabhu, Pushpa Desai, 

and Prabha Malya.  We also had a couple of impromptu bhajans sung by Gayathri Rao's mother who is visiting from India.  The 

musicians accompanying the bhajan singers were Gaurang Haldipur on the harmonium, Raghavendra Shenoy and Mahesh 

Nagarkatti who did a duet on the tablas, and Umesh Baliga on the guitar.  After the wonderful bhajan renditions, we had Gaurav 

Nayak present a talk on Lord Krishna. This was followed by an enjoyable Dahi Handi.  The kids had a lot of fun trying to get the Dahi 

from the Dahi Handi. This was followed up with a sumptuous dinner which enabled folks to network and catch up on the latest 

panchatikaye. The place was rapidly cleared up for Dandia and it was tough for us as organizers to wrap up as everyone was having a 

blast and wanted to continue dancing. Unfortunately the good evening had to come to an end.  

We appreciate everyone who was present at the event. Our special thanks also go out to Venkataraman and Prabha Pai for 

sponsoring the food for the event and to Mrs. Lata Bhat for preparing the Prasad We sincerely appreciate all the performers and their 

families for taking their time and efforts in rehearsing for this special event.  We would also like to thank Ramkrishna and Maya 

Prabhu for bringing Lord Krishna's statue and Sadanand and Sharda Pai for bringing the lighting and decorations for Lord Krishna 

and Radha.  Of course, last but not the least, we would like to acknowledge the spontaneous help from our numerous HAAS volunteers 

who remain unnamed but without whom the Janmashtami event would not have been a success! 

DVDs of the event are available for purchase for $10. Please contact any Management Committee member to reserve your copy.   

By: HAAS Executive Committee 

 

The Konkani Social Club (KSC) of South Texas celebrated their annual Diwali function on Saturday October 29
th

 2010 at the 

Madras Pavilion from 7:00 PM to past midnight. The hall was decorated with authentic Diwali items including the Akash Goodu. The 

program started with invocation of Goddess Lakshmi by Smt. Meera Lotlikar. President Neela Kamath welcomed the audience for 

the fun-filled event sponsored by Suresh & Usha Shenoy of Sugar Land, TX. Lil' Raksha Rao sang a song and Uma Kamath 

performed a song and a dance item. Samhita Bhat followed by a dance and Karaoke singing. The Shenoy kids (Sreesh & Sneha) 

performed on Keyboard & violin.   The Karaoke singing by Prashanth Lotlikar and Vijaynath Shenoy and duets by Govind Shetty 

“Shenoy” & Suresh Shenoy thrilled the audience. Dandiya & the dance to popular music were followed until the wee hours after the 

sumptuous dinner. 

By: KSC Staff Reporter 

 

The annual Diwali program of Houston Area Amchigale Samaj (HAAS) was held on Saturday  November 6
th

 at  the Sugarland 

Community Hall in Sugarland, TX with 140 persons in attendance! 

In addition to the commencement prayer and invocations, the Diwali event was filled with a variety of entertaining programs such as 

songs, music and dance performances by children of all age groups, a children skit, comedy and jokes, Hindi & English songs with 

orchestra, and karaoke. 

THANKS! 

We would like to thank all of you for your participation and especially the following persons (not listed in any order or sequence) 

without whom this program would not have been such a success: 

 Meera Lotlikar for singing the invocation song. 

 Kids and young adults who participated with dances, songs, comedy item, playing the music made this program a huge 

success. These were Amrith Lotlikar,  Chaitra Shenoy, Ketaki Joshi, Mallika Nagarkatti, Neha Bhat, Nikhil Baliga, 

Reim Rao, Rohan Bhat, Rohan Kini, Rohit Kamath, Samhitha Bhat, Sayali Rao, Shivani Lotlikar, Shlok Bhat, Sneha 

Shenoy, & Uma Kamath. Special thanks goes to all their parents. 

 Sunil Pai and Rajnish Kelkar  for their entertaining emcee'ing. 

 Gauri Sirur for writing and coordinating the enjoyable children skit. The skit was entertaining and very well enacted by the 

kids against an innovative audio experience.   

 Gauri Sirur for choreographing and participating in the Bengali folk dance along with Chaya Ubhayakar, Kusum Pai, 

Maya Prabhu, Neeta Balsaver and Sujatha Pai. 

 Deepa Karkal for her entertaining standup comedy that kept us rolling in laughter.   

 English music singers - the orchestra AMCHI DUMPTIES, i.e., Anisha Kelkar, Arundhati Nagarkatti and Namita 

Kamath. They were accompanied on drums by Ira Domnitz and on guitar by Umesh Baliga. 

 Hindi music singers and orchestra, i.e., Anitha Haldipur, Kusum Pai, Maya Prabhu, Ramkrishna Prabhu, and Shanti 

Bhatt. They were accompanied on drums by Ira Domnitz, on keyboard by Gaurang Haldipur, on tabla by Raghavendra 

Shenoy and on guitar by Umesh Baliga. 
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 Archana Rao, Madhav Ubhaykar, Pandu Nayak, Prashant Lotlikar and Samhitha Bhat for their soulful karaoke 

singing. 

 All our eager HAAS volunteers for helping set up the stage, hall, sound system, time-keeping the program, serving the dinner, 

cleaning up, etc.   

 Last but not the least, the families of the HAAS Management Committee who tirelessly supported the Management 

Committee on all phone conferences and get-togethers to help make this program a grand success. This is the last event 

conducted by the 2009 HAAS Management Committee. We welcome the new Management Committee comprising of 

Gautam Shiralkar, Raghavendra Shenoy, Rajnish Kelkar, Arundhati Nagarkatti, Narendra Rao and Sunil Pai who 

also helped us out in this event. 

If you are interested in getting DVD copies, please contact Shanti Bhatt and/or Umesh Baliga. The cost for the DVDs is $15. 

 Submitted by: HAAS Management Committee, www.ourhaas.com  

 

The Konkani Association of Ontario (KAO) celebrated the annual Navrathri Dandiya on Saturday, October 16, 2010 at Earl Bales 

Community Centre, in Toronto, Ont. After the “Blood Typing Session” with Canadian Blood Services, there was Rangoli Competition. 

After the Snacks and socializing, Entertainment Program started. The function ended with dinner and raffle. 

 

Michigan Konkani Association celebrated their annual Ashtami & Ganesh Chaturthi function on Saturday, September 18, 2010, 5:30 

PM to 9:00 PM at St. Pauls United Methodist Church, Bloomfield Hills, MI 

 

Michigan Konkani Association celebrated their annual Diwali function on Saturday, November 20, 2010, 5:30 PM to 10:00 PM at 

Southfield Civic Center, Southfield, MI 

 

The Konkani Association of Southern California (KASC) Diwali Celebration was held on Saturday, October 30, 2010 at the Club 

House of the Laguna Woods. After an hour of socializing and delicious snacks, the formal program began with invocation, prayers and 

arati. New member couple, Srija and Samarth Shenoy sang a couple of melodious Bollywood movie songs with Samarth 

accompanying the vocals on his guitar. This was followed by a Costume Parade by the Konkani tots, which was very interesting and 

enjoyable. The little kids looked extremely adorable. Some of the same kids sang a “Diwali Song’. Standup comedian Tapan Trivedi 

entertained us with his hilarious monologue, sometimes involving members of the audience. Suraj Pai and Uma Upasani impressed 

us with  piano music beautifully played with their tiny fingers. This was followed by Housie Housie.  Jaladi 5 winner was Vidya 

Kudva, and the Full House winner was Mr.Telang. Rangoli contest winners were: Nisha Shenoy (First) and Anupama Kalle 

(Second).  The Diwali Mithai winners were: Nandini Rao (First) and Mohini Kamath (Second). Best Mithai Presentation winner was 

Anupama Kalle. Roshan Pai performed his duties as a MC with expertise. We take a moment to thank all participants, especially the 

little ones, the volunteers, the committee members for working hard to bring forth an entertaining show and all attendees for making 

the Diwali Celebration worthwhile. The program concluded with a delicious catered dinner.  Also special thanks to Venkatesh and 

Padma Rao for arranging Diwali program in their community hall. 

Submitted by: Vivek Ullal, Simi Valley, CA 

 

American Midwest Konkani Association (AMKA) 25th Anniversary Celebrations 

On Saturday, November 27th, 2010, the American Midwest Konkani Association (AMKA) celebrated “Raupya Mahotsav”, the 25th 

anniversary of this entity. The event held in a grand banquet hall tastefully decorated by AMKA’s own members, set the ambience and 

mood for the events to follow. It was a glorious event showcasing the awe-inspiring talents of AMKA members. Kudos to the AMKA-

25 organizers and the vast army of volunteers on a wonderful event! In this festive season of giving thanks and counting blessings, it 

was most heartening to note that the foundation laid down by the visionaries who founded AMKA is being carried onward and forward 

into the 21st century by able and willing younger generations. 

 

The spectacular opening ceremony paid homage not only to AMKA’s 25 glorious years of promoting our precious heritage, but also to 

the fair city of Chicago that we call home. In welcoming the audience, the opening speakers recounted highlights of AMKA’s history 

in “Panch-vees varsaan khabbari”. The festivities began with a video montage of past 25 years of AMKA functions and performances 

– giving the audience a sense for how the organization (and its members) has grown. Dazzling dances, from graceful Bharata Natyam 

to energetic Bhangra to skillful Bollywood moves, kept the audience enthralled. Humorous plays, a colorful fashion show featuring 

multi generations, a karaoke competition and a game show challenging entire audience’s knowledge of Konkani language, history and 

culture called “Tumka gottas ve?” provided a full spectrum of entertainment for the evening. Enthusiastic participation of AMKA 

members from every stage of life showcased the continued involvement from generations to come for many more years. Featured artist 

Samarth Nagarkar, held the audience spell-bound with his masterful singing. 

 

The community honored the founders of AMKA and tireless services of key members. As part of the celebration, each AMKA family 

also received a memorable souvenir and a 25-recipes booklet. After the closing ceremonies, a sumptuous dinner was served. The best 

part of this gala celebration was meeting friends, catching up on “panchaytika” and playing with the tiniest and cutest AMKA 

members. The celebration continued into the night with almost all of the 190 attendees dancing to the energetic and vibrant tunes of 

home-grown DJ. When AMKA “got the choice to sit it out or dance, AMKA danced”! 

http://www.ourhaas.com/
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AMKA has plenty to celebrate. Together with its non-profit parent association AKA (American Konkani Association), AMKA is 

considered one of the oldest and most inclusive Konkani associations in North America and has been a pioneer in many ways. With the 

backing of these associations, the Chicagoland Konkanis were the first to: enact a full-length Konkani play, publish two community 

cookbooks and award scholarships. 

 

May AMKA continue to prosper and nurture new generations of Konkanis for years to come! 

 

[Note: No names have been mentioned in this article for there are too many to name and not wanting to inadvertently leave out any.] 

 

By: AMKA spokesperson / “unofficial” Khabbar correspondent 

 

Sri S PRABHAKAR PRABHU, FCA, (83), one of the greatest social worker contributed by  GSB community who was instrumental 

in establishing many social projects and committing for its growth, passed away on 31st October 2010 at Ernakulam, Kerala. He was 

the chief architect in guiding our Trust to develop various schemes and projects and also provided the required funds whenever it was 

necessary. 

We acknowledge his contribution to the society and pray for the blessings of Hari-Guru to be bestowed to his soul. 

 

R Bhaskar Shenoi, President, Anugraha Charitable Trust 

 

KHABBAR FROM KULAR 

By: -   Vishwa Konkani Sardar BASTI VAMAN SHENOY 

Past President of All India Konkani Parishad Mr. Paul Moras was elected as President of Konkani Writers Forum, Mangalore on 

5.9.2010.  

 

Shree Gowri Parab and Shree Ganesh Chaturthi Festivals were celebrated on 10th September and 11th September 2010, respectively, 

at all the places, towns, Temples and Mutts in India with gaiety and religious and cultural fervor. 

 

The preliminary penal and Jury Board formed have selected `Hawthan’ Konkani Novel written by great Konkani writer Shri 

Mahabaleshwar Sail of Majali, Karwar, residing at Madgaon, Goa for the Vimala V. Pai Vishwa Konkani Sahitya Puraskar – 2010. 

The award is sponsored by Shri T.V. Mohandas Pai(Director & Head, Finance, Admin, Human Resources, Infosys Leadership Institute 

of Education & Research and Member of the Board, Infosys Technologies Ltd.) and the author will get a Cash Prize of Rs.1.00 lakh, 

Citation, Shawl and Shriphal. The award presentation ceremony will be held on 18.12.2010 at Madgaon, Goa. Honourable Chief 

Minister of Goa Shri Digambar Kamat will be present. 

 

National Seminar on Konkani Ramayanas was held on 2nd and 3rd October 2010 at World Konkani Centre M. Govinda Rao Mini 

Convention Theatre. Scholars, Writers, Research Fellows from Mumbai, Goa, Karnataka and Kerala have participated. Papers were 

presented by eminent speakers on Konkani Godde Ramayana, Sita Lagna, Gende Ramayana of Kanakona, etc. The Seminar was 

inaugurated by eminent writer, Konkani Crusader Advocate Uday L. Bhembre, Goa, Shri K. Gokuldas Prabhu, Kochi, Executive 

President, All India Konkani Parishad moderated the Seminar. Papers presented will be published in Konkani, Kannada and English. 

 

T. Vimala V. Pai Vishwa Konkani Hostel Block Foundation Stone was laid on 10.10.2010 by the Patron Donor Mr. T.V. Mohandas 

Pai (Infosys Technologies Ltd., Bangalore) His mother and Guru Smt. T. Vimala V. Pai was present. Dr. P. Dayananda Pai, 

Chairman, World Konkani Centre presided, Mr. U. Ramadas Kamath (Infosys Technologies Ltd., Bangalore), Mr. Pradeep G. Pai, 

Chairman, Hostel Block Construction Committee were present. President Basti Vaman Shenoy welcomed the guests. The Guest 

House with modern Kitchen and facilities will accommodate 40 guests. It will cost Rs.1.25 Crores. In his speech, Mr. T.V. Mohandas 

Pai spoke about `Empowering Konkani Youth through modern Education and imbibing them with Konkani Language and culture. 

 

Dr. P. Dayananda Pai, Chairman and Basti Vaman Shenoy, President, World Konkani Centre were felicitated by Kuwait 

Tulukoota at Kuwait for philanthropy and Konkani Movement, respectively, on 15.10.2010. Dr. B.R. Shetty, Abu Dhabi was present. 

 

Dr. P. Dayananda Pai, and Vishwa Konkani Sardar Basti Vaman Shenoy were honoured by Government of Karnataka with 

`Karnataka Rajyothsava Award’ on 01.11.2010 at Ravindra Kalakshetra, Bangalore. Mr. Venkatesh N. Baliga, Secretary was 

honoured by District Administrate South Kanara District, at Mangalore. 

 

On 20.10.2010, Oldest Konkani folk tale `Kundya Kurkul’ was staged at Town Hall, Mangalore under a project by World Konkani 

Centre. 50 Konkani children were trained by the Director Mr. Prakash Shenoy. The drama was well received by the public and will 

be staged at various places in Karnataka. 
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Inter State Konkani Youth Festival was celebrated at Bangalore Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan on 14.11.2010 on National Childrens Day 

160 High School and College Students coming from Kochi, Kozhikode (Calicut), Kerala and Mangalore, Udupi and Kumta. Most 

Rev. Barnard Moras Archbishop Bangalore, Mr. R.V. Deshapande (Former Minister), Mr. U. Ramadas Kamath (Infosys), Mr. 

Albert Tauro, Chairman & Managing Director, Vijaya Bank, Vishwa Konkani Sardar Basti Vaman Shenoy, President and 

Venkatesh N. Baliga, Secretary were present.  

 

Divale Parab (Festival of Lights) was celebrated at all places in India from 5th November 2010. In World Konkani Centre 200 

Konkani children and their parents celebrated the Parab on 7th November 2010. 

 

Annual General Body Meeting of World Konkani Centre was held on 21.11.2010. Audited Accounts and Secretary Report were 

passed. There was good discussion on 25 Point programme of Mr. T.V. Mohandas Pai. 

 

World Konkani Cultural Maha Sammelan was inaugurated at Mangalore on 25th November 2010 at Kalangann. Mr. Ronald Colaco 

(NRI), Dr. P. Dayananda Pai, Shri N. Yogish Bhat, M.L.A., Mangalore were also present. It will be held upto December19, 2010. 

 

At Basrur, Shree Bhuvanendra Vridhashram Building was inaugurated and Foundation Stone for Shri Bhuvanendra Hostel Block was 

laid by Shree Kashi Mutt Samsthan Patta Shishya H.H. Srimad Samyamindra Thirtha Swamiji on 01.12.2010. Chief Patron Dr. P. 

Dayananda Pai, Bangalore was present. 

 

Mangalore Diary: High Rises, Malls & Beautiful !!!! Women 

Lots and lots of Konkanis sent me emails about this article that appeared on www.Mangalorean.com and hence I decided to publish it  

 

 One of the best descriptions of Mangalore comes from 'Outlook' editor Krishna Prasad. He writes: 

"The tourist guidebooks don't quite put it that way, but Mangalore has always been a bit like the city's trademark ice cream, the 

'gadbad'. A potpourri of religions and languages-Hinduism and Islam, Christianity and Jainism, Tulu and Konkani, Kannada and 

Malayalam-that's one delicious whole. Canara Pinto buses dovetail Durgamba; Yenepoya College isn't far from St Aloysius, which isn't 

too far from Kasturba." 

 

Many Mangalores exist within Mangalore. It is Mangalooru in Kannada, Mangalore in English, Kudla in Tulu, Kodiyala in Konkani, 

Mykal in Beary and Mangalapuram in Malayalam! Perhaps no other city in India (and perhaps in the world) has so many names in so 

many languages. 

 

Most Mangaloreans speak three languages: Kannada, Konkani and Tulu. A few speak two more: Beary and Malayalam. 

 

Once our firebrand leader George Fernandes (the ailing George is a famous Mangalorean) told me that Mangalore was the only place 

where a three-year-old child, irrespective of its caste and religion, spoke three languages!  

 

The Air India flight from Mumbai to Mangalore is full. Oscar Fernandes, a senior Congress leader and a Mangalorean (actually from 

neighbouring Udupi!) is my co-passenger. He speaks to me in Kannada, he shifts to Tulu with an elderly woman, and returns to 

Konkani when he tells his son Oshan to get him a pillow. He also greets somebody in the Beary language! 

 

A visit to Mangalore is always refreshing. For me it is a beautiful city. After my beloved Bangalore and my hometown Shimoga, I love 

Mangalore the most! 

 

The landscape is fast changing in this lush green place surrounded by the Arabian sea, and the Nethravati and Gurupura rivers. The old 

Mangalore-tiled houses are fast vanishing and making way for highrises, malls and luxury apartments. I feel like a stranger in a city I 

know very well. 

 

Older parts of Mangalore, like Pump Well, Hampankatta, Kankanadi, Bundar, Kodiyalbail, Balmatta, Urva and Boloor have turned 

into a concrete jungle. Only a few government buildings have retained their old world charm. I tell somebody that Mangalore is now 

looking like Bandra in Bombay in the early 1990s! 

 

Interestingly, many well-off Mangaloreans live in Bandra in Mumbai! 

 

Mangalore is to Karnataka what Mumbai is to India. It is called the Gateway of Karnataka. The Western Civilization entered 

Karnataka through Mangalore, two centuries ago. Mangalore was the first port of call for Roman Catholic missionaries, nuns, traders, 

teachers, doctors, technicians, sailors and soldiers from the West. The same place is now exporting nuns, nurses and nuts to all over the 

World! Out of total 54 Roman Catholic bishops in India, 17 are Mangaloreans. 

Europeans called Mangalore 'the Rome of the East' two centuries ago. 

http://www.mangalorean.com/
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Mangalore has always been a coveted city. Many wars have been fought for Mangalore. All the dynasties which ruled Karnataka 

maintained their oversees relations (today's foreign affairs!) through the Mangalore port. The Portugese first set foot on Mangalore in 

1520 AD. The Portugese naval forces defeated the Vijayanagara empire and took control of Mangalore. 

 

They sowed the seeds of Christianity in the Canara coast of Karnataka. The magnificent, nearly 500-year-old Milagres Church tells the 

story of Portugese influence on Mangalore. But the Portugese were forced to leave Mangalore by the Wodeyars of Mysore and later by 

Tipu and his father Hyder Ali. It was a time of grave crisis for Mangaloreans. Finally, it fell into the hands of the British and firmly 

remained with them till Independence. 

 

The British zealously guarded Mangalore like a precious gem. 

 

The Christian missionaries introduced modern education and western medicine to Karnataka through Mangalore. The first Kannada 

newspaper Mangalooru Samachara was started by a German missionary, Fr Herman Mogling, in 1843. Two other great German 

missionaries, Fr Muller and Rev Kittel, also entered Karnataka through Mangalore. Their contribution to Karnataka's art, culture, and 

education is immense. Old Mangalore is largely a city of Roman Catholics with their Sunday mass and confession. 

 

The main road from Pump Well to Bundar via Hampankatta is full of brand new malls and highrises. One of the biggest malls in India 

is coming up here. The road is dotted with showrooms selling luxury brands, food courts, and multiplexes showing the latest 

Bollywood and Hollywood movies. 

 

Bollywood star and Mangalorean Suneil Shetty has built a mall on this road. I jokingly ask my friend, "Where are Shilpa Shetty's and 

Aishwarya Rai's malls?". He replies with a straight face, "Will ask their relatives. Probably near Hampankatta, where their relatives 

live!" 

 

Mangaloreans always wear a serious look like the Arabian sea. Don't joke with a Mangalorean! They take you seriously. 

 

Mangalore now has top-rated hotels. Luxury hotels like the Taj Gateway, Gold Finch and Ocean Pearl have replaced the once famous 

Pentagon near Pump Well, which now looks like a haunted mansion. Mangalore was known for its famous cabaret shows in the 1970s, 

'80s and early '90s! The leading Kannada daily 'Udayavani' used to devote one full page for cabaret ads during those years! 

 

Young Mangaloreans now spend time at the malls, multiplexes, video game parlours, health clubs, and spas. Old-style Mangalore 

businesses are disappearing. Recently, choreographer Saroj Khan was in Mangalore to open her dance school. Let's hope the ancient 

Yakshagana and Bhootha dances survive the onslaught of Bollywood . 

 

Youngsters now prefer to speak in English, and Kannada, Konkani and Tulu are facing a real threat. 

 

Mangaloreans run the best south Indian restaurants all over the World. But Mangalore really can't boast of great eateries. Only the Taj 

Mahal at Hampankatta has retained its old glory and taste. Moti Mahal on Phalnir Road is no longer a favoured eating joint. The best 

dosa, idli and vada are available at Lakshmi Nivasa, a small hotel at Kalladka on the outskirts of Mangalore. I recommend this eatery 

to every visitor to Mangalore! 

 

I hear the best sea food can be had at Anupama, Gazali, Palki, Kudla and Deepa. 

 

The women of Mangalore are beautiful and bold. Pretty Bunt women run their family with an iron hand, and coy Konkani women do it 

with polish. 

 

I ask the local people ' Who is the most famous Mangalorean of our times ?' 

 

Pat comes the reply ' George Fernandes '!! Surprised by this answer I again ask ' What about Shilpa Shetty and Aishwarya Rai '? 

They say 'George Fernandes is famous', Shilpa Shetty and Aishwarya Rai are popular among the younger crowd!! George is a mass 

leader and these starlets are a media created celebrities"!! 

 

Bombay and Calcutta have novels celebrating them. Not many cities can boast that privilege. I haven't read a real Bangalore-centric 

novel in English. 

 

But there is one on Mangalore! IAS officer-turned-fulltime writer Richard Crasta's 'One Little Indian' is a superb Mangalore-centric 

novel. It talks about Mangalore of the 1960s. Richard Casta is now an NRI. His father John Crasta was a soldier in Netaji's Indian 

National Army (INA) during the World War II . His book Eaten by the Japanese tells horrifying stories of Japanese brutality. 

The late K Ramaiah Rai, a distinguished police officer, wrote Tell Tale Teeth a Mangalore-centric suspense thriller. It is the real-life 

story of a police officer pursuing a brilliant, elusive murderer. 



Khabbar XXXIII  No. 4  Page: 12 

 

I get a taste of Mangalore's diverse culture at the airport. Three pretty girls at the Kingfisher counter greet me and help me check-in in 

just two minutes. I look at their badges: Sana, Marina and Aishwarya. A Beary, a Catholic and a Bunt perhaps... they speak three 

languages and belong to three different faiths. But they are Mangaloreans first and last. Because Mangalore is their identity! 

 

Car Street Balli – Making Hot Podis 

Submitted by kprabhu@earthlink.net (as appeared on www.mangalorean.com)  

Eating has never remained the same for mangaloreans, and many fast food eateries have been catering to the needs of busy working 

class people mostly and a few foodies who demand quality and quantity at affordable prices. 

Gone are the days when people used to prefer to sit lazily in a restaurant waiting for supposedly hot podis which sometimes turn out to 

be colder than ice! 

Around mid 80’s, a shop in Car Street near Gokurn Mutt, was opened by a young aspirant, who has tickled the taste buds of thousands 

of Mangaloreans with his clean, hygienic and tasty podis (Fritters). 

Today, this shop is the most visited one in Mangalore for podis, and it has been featured in NDTV by veteran TV anchor Vinod Dua in 

their food show. The owner of this shop is popularly known as 'Balli', and Balli's Podi is a household name, popular not only in 

Mangalore but also the world over!  

Rajesh Baliga or Balli is talk of the town when it comes to Podi. His magic formula of crisp, crunchy and tongue tickling Biscuit Rottis 

are by far, the best one could get in Mangalore. Other specialities like Vegetable Samosa and Buns are loved not only by most of the 

Household people in and around Car Street but also by many who live at a far distance. 

Balli is unique in making these savory crispies for the simple reason that none of the items carry garlic or onion in them, making them 

widely acceptable, at the same time not giving scope for loss in taste by not adding those ingredients. Many Temple priests who are 

restricted from eating garlic and onion visit here and they confidently eat these podis. 

Balli with his 6 boys have worked as one team sharing the chores equally among themselves, never wasting a moment and maintaining 

the same standard over the years. They don't have holidays except on Sundays and a few religious festivals like Car Street Rathotsav, 

Ganesh Chaturthi and Sharada Mahotsav. 

I went with Prakash to Balli's shop and what we saw there is amazing but true! I had always seen the shop from the outside where they 

fry the podis and pack them. 

Looking at the way they prepare the podis impressed me very much. 

There are quite a few items that we could get there. Biscuit Rotti, Buns, Chettambade, Vegetable Samosa, Cabbage Ambade, 

Vegetable Bonda and Batata Ambade are prepared between 2.30P.M. and 5.30P.M.  Biscuit Rottis, Samosas and Buns sell like hot 

cakes and you are lucky if you could get them after 4.30P.M. Biscuit Ambades are available between 4.30P.M. and 5.30P.M. From 

5.30P.M. to 7.00P.M., different varieties of podis are available. 

Other podi items include Cauliflower, Gulla, Potato, Sweet Potato, Raw Plantain, Jeev Gujje and Bhendi. Some of the items are 

seasonal or subject to availability of raw materials. Special Thojank(Thaikulo) Ambade is available in the rainy season, but we felt 

lucky to see them prepared early this year, thanks to unprecedented rains! 

Clean vegetables and pure spices, flours and condiments are used to make the podis here. 

Oil is changed frequently and two separate deep frying pans are used to make podis. 'This is to ensure that the strong smell of cabbage 

and like ambades don't get infiltrated into other delicacies' explains Balli. 

Most of the customers here are middle class working people mostly in Government services, Banks, Insurance Companies and those 

working for private firms. Many Gujarathis are regulars here, especially to taste Biscuit Rottis and Samosas. Business class people 

from Bunder and Car Street area are seen almost daily after they close down their shops and return home. 

'I prefer to have podi items with my daily Ganji at night. Ganji and Balli's Podi are made for each other' says Mr. Pai, who owns 

several Petrol Pumps in the city. It is amazing, but true that many people after tasting Balli's Podi have developed taste for Ganji at 

night! 

Nagendra Shenoy has a different experience to share. He says 'Apart from Taj Mahal, Balli's Podi is the best thing that can happen in 

Mangalore in the recent past. I usually eat Batata Ambades or Vegetable Bondas and one or two variety of Podis here as and when I 

feel like. They are very tasty, hot and inexpensive! ' 

Yes. A Biscuit Rotti is sold for less than Rs.4/-, Samosa and Buns are also priced alike, Bondas and Ambades cost Rs.3.50 each, Podis 

cost Rs.6/- to 8/- per packet depending on the item and Thojank Ambades are priced at Rs.4/- each. 

Balli's daily turnover is between RS. 7000-8000 and he is an honest tax payer, keeping books of accounts on his daily purchases and 

sales. 

These podis are usually washed down the throat with fresh and natural juices like Birinda, Lemon and Doodh Cold. Bottled aerated 

drinks are also available. Just across the street there is the Herbal Soda machine of Bhat and Joishy with a variety of sodas.  

Sheik Anwar comes all the way from Rosario to taste these podis. He says, his children simply love the taste. Rama Bangera has a Tool 

Shop in Bunder and he makes it a point to pack four different kinds of podis to be shared with his workers at tea time. 

Deepak Misquith who works for a call centre comes from distant Nanthoor to taste these podis. A self acclaimed foodie, he 

authenticates that these are the best one could find in Mangalore. He adds that whenever he has party with his friends they take variety 

of podis to serve as starters. 

mailto:kprabhu@earthlink.net
http://www.mangalorean.com/
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I did not fail to notice a few ladies who apparently had come to Car Street for shopping vegetables. Vidya Kamath says -'They make 

podis even tastier and homely than I make them at home! I also feel relaxed when we have guests at home and I don't get enough time 

to prepare tea time snacks.' Another lady who didn't want to disclose her name was of the opinion that ladies get more time to 

concentrate on other work and helping their children to do their home work, and often men come home late in the evening and demand 

for some fried stuff to go along with drinks. Balli's podis are instant solutions to such problems! 

'It is the grace of Lord Venkatramana and the hard work of my boys, that I have been able to run this business since last 15 years 

without much difficulty and absolutely no complaints from customers!' - Balli feels proud and contented as he says thus. 

Certainly, the face of fast food business has changed over the years in Mangalore. 

 
 

Namaste Everyone! 

During the recent Hindu Mandir Executive Conference (HMEC) in Houston, CHY was able to connect with many local youth from the 

Texas area.  There, we met a youth, Tejas Dave, who has written a very insightful blog entry.  In the entry, Tejas talks about the future 

of Hindus, Mandirs, and Youth.  

This entry is definitely a must read and we encourage you all to take a couple minutes out of your day to read it!  

Through these entries, we can connect with each other and post/send comments and thoughts. So again, we encourage you to please 

read Tejas's entry and send back your thoughts (we can compile responses and create another entry). Additionally, any blog entries 

you're interested in writing are welcomed! Please click on the following link for Tejas's entry: 

http://www.chynetwork.org/index.php/blog-entries/  

Thanks! 

Bhakti Mehta -  

Coalition of Hindu Youth: http://www.chynetwork.org/index.php/blog-entries/  

 

A Youth’s Reflection on the Hindu Mandir Executives’ Conference 

by Tejas Dave, posted November 16, 2010 

  I have heard many questions about why we even need temples. God is said to be omnipresent, he is everywhere. Let me answer by 

saying this, air is everywhere, but we still need a fan to feel that air. God is everywhere, but we need a mandir to feel God’s presence.  

  

And before I continue any further, let me make it clear that while we seek to continue our Hindu faith throughout the future, we must 

also accept all other religions. In his 1893 address to the World Parliament of Religions, Swami Vivekananda stated that all paths 

eventually lead to the same goal, and that is God. We must embrace the philosophy of Vasudeva Kutumbhakam, all mankind is one 

family. 

 

That being said, our Hindu Dharma has made tremendous contributions and progress within American society since the introduction of 

our Sanatana, eternal religion by Swami Vivekananda in 1893. Fewer than 20 years later, the United States gained its first mandir, the 

Vedanta Center in Boston, by the work of Swami Paramananda. In the 100 years since then, more than 500 mandirs have been built 

across the United States and Canada, serving the religious needs of over 1 million Hindu Americans as shraddha kendras, centers of 

devotion. 

 

As a result of this Hindu diaspora, 10,000 miles away from its motherland, these temples have become a sanctuary for prayer. Beyond 

that, mandirs provide a haven for celebrations, festivals, customs, and the continuation of our heritage. These temples help fill the void 

of a united Hindu community for Indian immigrants. 

 

http://www.chynetwork.org/index.php/blog-entries/
http://www.chynetwork.org/index.php/blog-entries/
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And today, while the temples continue to fill this void, they also address the phenomena of Hindus born away from their ancestral 

home. The need to perpetuate the Hindu philosophy to the new generation was felt throughout the nation and classes to impart Vedic 

knowledge sprung up everywhere. Thus, mandirs became a center of learning. 

 

And yet, while these great strides were made mostly by first generation Hindu-Americans, the wheel of time continues to turn, and it 

will soon come time for a new generation to take over the reins of leadership of Hindu mandirs and organizations and expand them to 

adequately fulfill the needs of an ever growing population. It is for this reason that  that the Hindu Mandir Executives’ Conference 

(HMEC) was convened. This was not to reminisce upon the past, but to envision the future. The purpose of the conference is to build a 

better future, a future that continues to be protected by the umbrella of Sanatana Dharma. 

 

But as we approach this future, over the next few years, we must ensure that temples do not become simply architectural marvels for 

society to gawk at while passing from the road. Temples must retain their sanctity. Returning to my analogy of the fan, no matter how 

expensive a fan might be, if it is not plugged in, it will do no good. Similarly, temples must remain connected to their source of energy, 

Bhagwan, through the continuity of religious practices and social service. Manav seva is Madhav seva. Service to man, is service to 

God. 

 

The purpose of the HMEC is to understand these concerns and the rapidly changing needs that our community faces. As our numbers 

continue to grow and our age spectrum continues to broaden, it will be necessary to make changes in the way the mandir is a part of 

our lives. For the torchbearers of Hindu tradition and current leaders of Hindu temples, it is now time to search for the protectors of 

this legacy in the future. And for college and high school students, such as myself, it is now time to understand the rich and vast culture 

that we are charged with sustaining. It is time for an active effort to enfranchise and empower the next generation of leaders. 

 

And the conference has done just that. We, the youth of this community, we, the future of this community now stand united, with a 

clear understanding of what we must do. Throughout this conference we have voiced our opinions about these mandirs, throughout this 

conference we have learned the value of these mandirs, and throughout this conference we have made these mandirs our own. Now it is 

up to us to take the torch passed to us by our role models, the first generation Hindu-Americans, and ensure its flame of Hindu unity 

and spiritual prosperity is everlasting. 

 

Let me end with the theme of the conference which comes from the Rig Veda: 

Sam gacchadvam, sam vadhadvam 

sam vo manAnsi jAnatAm 

devA bhAgam yatha purve, sajanAnA upAsate 

samano mantraha, samiti samani 

samanum manah saha cittameshAm 

samanam mantramabhi mantraye vaha 

samanena vo havishA juhomi 

samani va akutih samanA hridayAni vahA 

samanamastu vo mano yatha vahA su sahAsati. 

 

Let us be united. Let us speak in harmony. 

Let our minds apprehend alike. 

Common be our prayer; 

Common be the end of our assembly; 

Common be our resolution; 

Common be our deliberations. 

Alike be our feelings; 

United be our hearts; 

Common be our intentions; 

Perfect be our unity. 

 

 

Obituary: SRINIVASA BHATT 

Srinivasa Bhatt was simply “Bappa” – Father – to all who knew him. Surrounded by his children and Manickam, his wife of 70 years, 

he died in his sleep early Monday morning, November 8, 2010 in Houston from an aggressive cancer. He was 97. 

 

Known in the Konkani community for his accurate astrological forecasts, he struck even casual observers with his sharp eye, calm 

demeanor and quiet confidence. He gave his children something he never had – a college education – by working 40 years as a 

shipping supervisor for Tata Group without taking sick leave or vacation. 

 

He began his mornings with chai tea and the newspapers, followed by taking bath, lighting the divli and praying to God. In his final 

years, he scanned the obituaries for people older than him, looking for hope that he might live for a century. 

 

Srinivasa Bhatt was born in Kerala in 1913, the younger son of Damodara & Padmavati Bhatt. 

 

As was customary in that era, he had an arranged marriage. In 1941, one night he took a boat to another island and went to the home of 

a family friend. The 28-year old married 14-year old Manickam, and he brought her to his parents’ home before dawn. 

 

The couple had eight children, but one died shortly after birth and another, Kanthi, drowned just shy of her 2nd birthday. Her drowning 

haunted the couple for the rest of their lives. 
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In 1987, he moved to the United States with his wife and became a US citizen. He lived in Houston with his eldest son, Ashwin, and 

daughter-in-law, Kasturi. Later that year, he suffered a major heart attack and underwent bypass surgery. He was given five years to 

live – and went on to live 23 more years. 

 

These were not idle years; at home, he engaged his wife, son and daughter-in-law in card games and assisted in the kitchen, cutting 

vegetables with skill and speed. In the Konkani community, he always gave his blessings at moonjis, marriages and naming ceremonies 

for babies. 

 

As a spiritual adviser to the family members and friends, he was a man of few words. When he spoke, his words hung in the air like 

incense, to be taken in slowly, deeply. 

 

"When wealth is lost, nothing is lost. When health is lost, something is lost. But when character is lost, everything is lost," he used to 

say.  

He is survived by his wife, Manickam; three sons, Ashwin and Krishna of Houston and Ratan of Mobile, Ala., and their spouses; three 

daughters Vijayi, Prabha and Sobha, all of Houston, and their spouses; 12 grandchildren; and one great-grandchild. 

The funeral service was held on Wednesday, Nov 10, at Garden Oaks Funeral Home in Houston. Following a eulogy and viewing, his 

body was cremated. 

 

Eulogy: SADANAND V. NILEKANI (2-22-1930 – 10-29-2010) by Jayant Kabad 

“I slept and dreamt that life was all joy. 

I awake and found that life was but service 

I served and realized that service was joy” 

- Rabindranath Tagore, poet and Nobel Laureate 

 

This is a quote that is on the plaque at the entrance of Methodist Hospital, at Texas Medical Center in Houston. Today we are gathered 

here to cry and laugh. My father in law, Sadanand V. Nilekani, also known as Annu and to his grand kids as Sirsi Annu or Shirsh had 

no advanced degrees. He had no professional career or political power either. Yet we are all gathered here to celebrate his life and pay 

our respects. 

 

He exulted and celebrated in successes of others. First it was his daughters, my wife Kanchan, her sisters, Kalpana and Kirthi, and the 

sons in law Ajit, Nitin and I. But, soon, we were on the sidelines! He was soon captured by his grand kids. He would talk about his 

grand daughters, Sona, Megan, Ambika, his only grand son Atma (my son) whom he would take for tennis, orchestra, school. He 

would talk about his youngest grand daughters Niyati, Aditi and Avanti. My in-laws, Sadanand and Kumud Nilekani lived with us in 

Houston for almost 24 years. His grand daughter (my daughter) Anasuya was his boss! He would not listen to his wife, his daughter 

kanchan or me, but he would only listen to her. She would tell him that he had to be active, walk around the house 30 times or take 100 

steps. He would also be careful not to offend her or make her feel bad. After all the age difference was not too great- he was 79 or 80 

and she was in her teens, may be 14 or 15, may be 18 or 19! 

 

His celebration in successes of others were not limited to family, it was an ever expanding circle of friends who became family. Born 

and brought up as a farmer in a small town called Sirsi in North Karnataka, India, he had everything he could ask for – land, property, 

wealth, help and people at his beck and call. People called him the Maharaya (King) of Sirsi. With all this, however, his heart was in 

the “service of people”. 

 

In 1958, he was involved in the founding of the first girls English speaking convent, the Ave Maria School, which celebrated the 50th 

anniversary in 2008 and wanted to honor him. He also started the Subramanya Nilekani Prathima Shaale for Elementary and Middle 

school. In the 1970’s, he started the Heepanalli Society (a co-operative) for farmers to bring produce directly to markets. These are 

living organizations that continue to flourish today. It is therefore no surprise that the town of Sirsi closed many of its schools, 

colleges, stores and offices to mourn the loss of its ‘Maharaya’. 

 

In the past 40 years, Rotary International became his passion, being involved first with PolioPlus project. In 1972, he became the 

Governor of Rotary District 3170 and was a delegate at the international conference in Houston. He was also a founder of the Rotary 

Charitable Hospital, in Sirsi. This hospital which started as a one-room eye clinic(villagers had to travel sometimes 6 hours for 50-60 

miles to get an eye exam) is now a full-fledged hospital doing advanced equipment treating a few thousand people during the year. In 

fact he also encouraged his wife Kumud to promote her single line drawings to raise funds for the Charitable Hospital. He was honored 

in February 2010, during his visit to India at the Rotary Conference in Goa, India. Three weeks before his surgery, he wanted to 

discuss funding for a joint project with Mr. Sunny Sharma, the new Rotary Governor. Unfortunately, due to time conflicts the meeting 

never took place. 
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He gave up all this comfort and fame in Sirsi to be with his children in the US. He did not give up on his old friends, he just made new 

ones. As a farm exchange student in 1956-57, he had stayed with an American family, a relationship he maintained for 54 years. When 

Wal-Mart set up the super center in Sugar land, he wanted to see how such a big store was set up and how it operated. At age 70, he 

worked as a ‘greeter’ for a year to tell everyone how the products were received, put on the shelves, inventoried, etc. Again, some of 

his coworkers at Wal-Mart still enquire about him. If anyone was going to India, and needed help or contacts, he would offer help. So I 

go back to Tagore’s quote – Sadanand Nilekani found joy in helping people! 

 

On a personal note, many many years ago my own father passed away in an engineering accident when I was 4. I did not know about 

death so I knew no grief.  My mother passed away in 1987 in India after an illness. My son was born a couple months earlier and I was 

barely making a living and putting food on the table. At the time of her death, I was neither able to be at her bedside nor attend her 

funeral (my sister and other relatives took care of her and I completed the other rituals). I have carried this burden for almost 23 years. 

Many of us pay and continue to pay a heavy emotional price for being in this country. But, the last three weeks, I saw my father in law 

at the Methodist Hospital being cared for by the wonderful staff with the help of ventilator, the heart pump, etc and with the support of 

family and friends. I then saw him naturally and peacefully pass away on October 29th amidst prayers. Ultimately it is ‘His Will’ that 

we must all, without exception or question, accept. 

Konkani Calendar 

January 2011 February 2011 March 2011 

3
rd

  Amavasya (Dark Moon) 2
nd

  Amavasya (Dark Moon) 2
nd

  Maha Shivaratri 

13
th

  Makara-Sankranthi 10
th

  Ratha Sapthami 4
th

  Amavasya (Dark Moon) 

15
th

  Yekadashi 12
th

  Kumbha-Sankranthi 14
th

  Meena-Sankranthi 

19
th

  Poornami 14
th

  Yekadashi 15
th

  Yekadashi 

22
nd

  Sankashta Chaturthi 17
th

  Poornami 19
th

  Holi Poornami 

 20
th

  Sankashta Chaturthi 22
nd

  Angaraka Chaturthi 
Khabbar thanks Sri P. V. Kamath of Mumbai  for furnishing the Panchang, My Astrologer-version 1.0 by Mr. Muralidhar Shenoy, Durham,N C and 

Vedamoorthy Raghuchandra Bhat of Brookfield, WI 

My Sincere Thanks To …….. 

Some readers go out of their way to help Khabbar.  Monetary means is one of them.  The Advisory Committee of Khabbar has decided on publishing the names of the 

families that has contributed $50.00 or more to Khabbar.  This quarter, the following have extended their help and thanks to you ..... 

Names Amount, $ 

Krishna & Savithri Kamath, Clinton, MS 55.00 

Narayan & Vidya Baliga, Kenosha, WI 50.00 

Chandrakanth & Geeta Shanbhag, Roebuck, SC 51.00 

Praveen & Prema Prabhu, Greensboro, NC 60.00 

Vasudev & Shobha Shenoy, Houston, TX 101.00 

Sudhakar & Nandini Mallya, Wanaque, NJ 50.00 

Surendra & Shalini Shenoy, St. Louis, MO 50.00 

Ananth & Poornima Kini, Fishers, IN 50.00 

Meenakshi Nayak, Roswell, NM 50.00 

Gopal & Pratibha Bhandarkar, Bayport, NY 60.00 

Statement of Accounts 

Description Credit, $ Debit, $ 

Balance Carried over since Khabbar Vol. XXXIII No. 3 2,215.00  

Money Received:   

Subscriptions (40) and donations 1,137.00  

Ad (2) 60.00  

Interest 3.00  

Sub Total: 1,200.00  

Money Spent (Khabbar Vol. XXXIII No. 3):   

Printing- Khabbar  (385) - 20 pages  557.56 

Mailing - First Class Mail-Khabbar (349)  212.89 

Mailing Canada Khabbar (12)  12.00 

Overseas (20)  60.00 

Mail Fines, computer paper & labels, envelopes, service fees, etc.  457.55 

Sub Total:  1,300.00 

Final Balance: 2,115.00  

Money spent on this issue was not available during press time. 
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Kwiz 

The last quarter’s quiz:  

TWO x TWO = THREE 

The above is possible, if each letter stands for one and only one digit and no digit is represented by more than one letter. Can you work 

out what digits the letter above multiplication stands for so that the identity above is correct? 

 

The Answer:  1 3 8  x  1 3 8  =  1 9 0 4 4  

 

The following gave the  correct answer: 

Ramesh Kamath, Houston, TX 

Govind Kamath, Austin, TX 

Krishna Kudva,  Alta Loma, CA 

Swathi Kamath, Las Vegas, NV 

Shivadev Ubhayakar,  Rancho Pales Verdes, CA 

Sahana Rao, Centreville, VA 

Vindya Bhat Raman, Atlanta, GA 

Sridharan Raman, Atlanta, GA 

Chetan Kamath Budd Lake, NJ 

This Quarter’s Quiz 

By “Vasanthmaam” 

Continuing with the Konkani tradition of quizzing, here's the brainteaser for this quarter.  If you can solve this correctly,  send it  to 

Khabbar address to have your name published  in  the next  issue 

 

Six glasses are in a row. The first three... are full of juice; the second three are empty. By moving only one glass, can you 

arrange them so empty and full glasses alternate? 

 

NAKA, the North American Konkani Association 

The NAKA Board now consists of: 

Vasanth Bhat, Damodar Baliga and Nina Padukone (Founding members),  Ramesh Kamath & Bharat Shiralkar, Vasant 

Acharya & Sandhya Kamath, Suren Kamath, Sudhir Golikeri & Suresh Shenoy, Ramadas Kamath, Ashok Bhatt &  Sadanand 

Mankikar, Ravi Baliga.  Seema Kamath, Ranjit Shiralkar & Sheila Shenoy Reddy  (Youth). 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

If any North American Konkani have any constructive suggestions, please, contact any of the NAKA Board Members or send them to 

NAKA, 2465 Bergen Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11234. Phone: (718)-251-4795 and Email: naka1@indiatimes.com 

  

This quarter, the NAKA Board has been busy in finding ways to support the Konakni Youth Convention – 2011. 

 

NAKA - Statement Of Accounts 
Date Description Credit, $ Debit, $ 

7/31/2010 Balance from last report 123,856.69  

10/31/2010 Interest 59.16  

 Final Balance: 123,915.85  

Signed: Damodar Baliga 

Treasurer, NAKA 

ADVERTISEMENT 

EMPOWERMENT OF KONKANI STUDENTS – New Mantra  
       

With the advent of Vishwa Konkani Students Scholarship Fund, this year World Konkani Centre has distributed Rs.45 lakhs among 

135 economically backward Konkani Students with merits on 20.8.2010 at Mangalore to empower them in reaching their goal of 

Higher Education. Every student receives an amount to the tune of Rs.1.20 lakhs in four yearly installments towards his study. 

 

`No Konkani Child should be deprived of Education because of Lack of Means’ - Sri T.V. Mohandas Pai (Director & Head, Infosys 

Technologies Ltd., Bangalore) has said.  And a Committee with Mr. Ramadas Kamath U (Senior Vice President, Infosys 

Technologies Ltd., Bangalore) as Chairman and Mr. Pradeep G. Pai (Managing Director, Hangyo Ice Creams Pvt. Ltd., Mangalore) 

as Secretary is formed. During the Scholarship distribution Ceremony, Mr. U. Ramadas Kamath in his Keynote address proclaimed the 

`Empowerment of Konkani Students’. 

 

From next Academic year, from 1st year PUC to Degree class, Konkani Students will get Vishwa Konkani Student Scholarship. The 

Budget will be Rs.3.00 Crores.  

 

American Konkani Brothers and Sisters, you may send your contributions liberally and help promote and Empower Konkani Students. 

mailto:naka1@indiatimes.com
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 Vishwa Konkani Sardar 

BASTI VAMAN SHENOY. 

 

 

 

 

 

Konkani Charitable Fund, Inc. 
230 Oakley Avenue, San Carlos, CA. 94070 

(650) 596-0716 
Web Address: Konkanicf.org 

 
 

Periodic report 
 

 

Chair Persons: 

Ramesh & Pratibha Kamath 
Email: 

Ramesh.Kamath@konkanicf.org 

 

 

Dec 26, 2010 

 

Holiday greetings to all our Konkani friends and friends of Konkani. 

 

This year is almost over and the holiday season is already here.  The year 2010 saw the 

birth of Konkani Charitable Fund. During its short period since inception, we helped 

many deserving organizations that support senior citizens, young needy students, and 

those needing medical help. Our goal always has been and will be to support 

humanitarian causes. If each one of us supports one needy family, we can make a big 

difference. 

 

While enjoying our holiday season, while buying gifts for our family and friends, while 

feasting on dinners with our kith and kin, please think about lending a hand to the 

needy. Now is the time to make a generous contribution to a cause of your choice, 

through the Konkani Charitable Fund. There are many advantages of making a 

contribution NOW. 

 

It will go directly to the humanitarian cause of YOUR choice. 

100% of your contribution reaches the purpose for which it is given. NO administration 

cost. 

It is TAX DEDUCTIBLE (Please consult your tax advisor) 

Most of all it will give you the most pleasure knowing that you are DOING SOMETHING 

GOOD. 

Please make your checks payable to:  

Konkani Charitable Fund, Inc. 

230 Oakley Avenue, San Carlos, CA. 94070 

 

 

- Board of Directors, KCF 

 

 

“Doing good to others is not a duty. It is a joy, for it increases your own health 
and happiness.” -Zoroaster 

 

Vice Chair Persons: 

Vinayak & Radha Kudva  
Email: 

Vinayak.Kudva@konkanicf.org 

 

 

VP Finance & Secretary: 

Ashok & Amita Bhatt 

Email: Ashok.Bhatt@konkanicf.org 

 

VP Implementation: 

Ravi & Asha Baliga  
Email: Ravi.Baliga@konkanicf.org 

 

VP Publicity & Fund Raising: 

Surendra & Shalini Shenoy  
Email: 

Surendra.Shenoy@konkanicf.org 

 

VP Youth: 

Sumeeth Bhat  
Email: 

Sumeeth.Bhat@konkanicf.org 
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Klassified  

Please patronize the Khabbar advertisers.  Khabbar reaches over 1,700 families in North America.  The advertisement rates are: 
         Matrimonial (5 Lines) 1/4 Page  1/2 Page  Full Page 

Subscribers            $15.00     $25.00   $45.00   $85.00 

Non Subscribers   $25.00   $45.00   $85.00   $160.00 

Non Konkani  $50.00   $90.00   $170.00   $320.00 

The Advisory Committee of Khabbar has unanimously decided NOT to accept any ads. wherein the advertisers prefer to stay 

anonymous by using Khabbar reference. 
WANTED:  

Any Hoon Khabbar, sunshine news, your or your child's promotion or achievement, articles of interest, etc. are always in need to be 

published in Khabbar.  Share your joy or grief with fellow Konkanis.  Send your contribution to: Khabbar, P. O. Box 222, Lake 

Jackson, TX  77566-0222. email: khabbar@hotmail.com 

 

KONKANI CHARITIES 

The American Konkani Association (A. K. A.) is helping 

eligible Konkani youth by granting College Loan Scholarships.  

Send your generous contributions to: American Konkani 

Association, 1153 Tamarack Pl., Munster, IN 46321 

 

KONKANI CHARITIES 

The Saraswat Foundation is helping poor deserving Bhanaps 

in India.  Send your donations to:    Saraswat Foundation 

178 Norman Drive, Morrisville, PA 19067 

 

KONKANI COOK BOOKS 

The two Konkani Cook Books, "Indian Cooking Konkani 

Style" and "Millennium Masala Konkani Style" published by 

American Konkani Association (A. K. A.) are for sale. The 

cost per book is $12.00 + $1.50 for S & H.  Mail check 

payable to A.K.A. to:  Mrs. Sandhya Kamath, 440  Glencrest 

Dr., Barrington, IL 60010, Phone: (847)-277-9771 

skamath@aol.com  

  

KS-2008 D\VDs for Sale 

Please send a check for $40.00 (per set) payable to “KAOCA” 

and mail to: 

Shyam Taggarsi, 20169 Chateau Drive, Saratoga, CA 95070 

Please, include your name and address with your order. 

 

F R E E (For North American patrons only) 

“Proud To Be Konkani” CD 

Courtesy of KS-2002, the hit song “Proud To Be Konkani” 

CD’s are available for FREE. Contact: khabbar@hotmail.com 

to get your FREE copy. 

 

MATRIMONIAL DIRECTORY 

Mr. Basti Ganapathi Shenoy of Las Vegas, NV is maintaining 

a list of  Konkani youth that are eligible for matrimony.  

Interested boys and girls can send in their information to:  

Mr. Basti Ganapathi Shenoy 

8017 Celebreeze Crt., LAS VEGAS, NV 89145 

Phone: (702)-341-6706;  Email: bastishenoy@gmail.com     

Please call weekends only  10:00 AM to 10:00PM (PST)  

 

 

 

 

 

M A T R I M O N I A L 

Parents invite matrimonial alliance for their daughter (27), 5’-

6”, well mannered, fair, BBM (Bangalore, India), currently 

pursuing finance related program (Canada); favor matches 

from USA or Canada. Preferred matches within 31yrs of age, 

vegetarian and Indian upbringing Email photo and biodata to 

sunanda_shenoy@yahoo.com  or call (506)-759-8362. 

 

A P P E A L 

From January 2009, the soirika magazine editions  

(http://www.soirika.com) have been named as SAMBHANDU 

will be done by:   Sambhandhu, C/o Bangalore Sri Kashi 

Math, # 14, Sri Kashi Math Road, Malleshwaram 

Bangalore 560 055  

 

MATRIMONIAL ASSISTANCE 

As a service to Konkani community, Sri. B. Srinivas Kamath 

will offer free matrimonial assistance. Contact: 

B.S.Kamath 

Block #5, 1st Floor, Deepak Building, 

Hari Shanker Joshi Road 

Dahisar East, Mumbai-400068 

Tel: 011-91-22-2828-3392 

 

We as Federation of Indian Associations (FIA) of Tampa 

Bay put together “Indian Funeral Resource Book” 

Information in this book is helpful to everyone. 

To order your copy of the book: 

Mail check for $ 12.00 (includes shipping) 

 out to: “FIA of TAMPA BAY” 

Address: Dr. Ram K. Pai., Chairman, 

Community Services of FIA of Tampa Bay, 

8452 Dunham Station Drive, Tampa, FL-33647. 

TEL #: 813-391-2871. E-mail: ramnathkpai@hotmail.com 

From Canada please send: Money order for US $ 12.00.

 

 

mailto:khabbar@hotmail.com
mailto:skamath@aol.com
mailto:khabbar@hotmail.com
http://compose.mail.yahoo.com/?To=bastishenoy%40gmail.com
mailto:bshenoy@cox.net
mailto:bshenoy@cox.net
mailto:sunanda_shenoy@yahoo.com
http://www.soirika.com/
mailto:ramnathkpai@hotmail.com
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Klassified(Cont) 
We specialize in: 

Elaborate wedding decorations & mandaps of your choice, 

Church ceremonies & choopas, Reception set-ups, 

Engagement, Sangeet, Mendi & Garba decorations, Wedding 

favors, Fresh flowers for all occasions, Theme parties, 

Convention & corporate gatherings, Nationwide Services  

Contact: 

E L E G A N T   A F F A I R S  
The Event Coordinators 

Show Room: 

1275 Bloomfield Av., Bldg. 8, Unit 70 

Fairfield, NJ 07004 

Ph: 973-882-8001 FAX: 973-882-8002 

www.elegant-affairs.com 

 

For further information, Please Contact: 

 
Sharda Shenoy  Shobha Rao  Suman Pai 

(973)-334-7340               (215)-957-1418 (817)-483-0133 

 

 

Shri Laxmi Venkateshaya Namah 

RAGHUCHANDRA BHAT 

Konkani Priest 

 Puja Services as per Vedic rituals 

 Sudarshana Homa & Pavamana Homa 

 Hindu weddings, Upanayanam,Naming ceremony, 

etc. 

 Chandi Path, Bhagavath Katha, etc. 

 Shanthi Paatha/Homa, Housewarming 

 Religiousclass – stotra’s samskith etc. 

 Shradha/Apara Samskara (last rituals) 

 Astrological consultation by phone and in person 

 Abhisheka-Vayustuti, Shiva, Vishnu, Ganesha 

Navagraha 

 Satyanarayan Puja & other services 

 All Puja/Homa services can be offered at the 

patron’s/priest residence. For patrons’ convenience, 

puja can be conducted in absentia by the priest at his 

residence and Prasad sent by mail. 

366 Terrace Dr., Brookfield, WI 53045 

(262)-717-9370 (H); (262)-424-6641 (Cell) 

www.puja123.com     Email: rvbprb@yahoo.com 

  

 

 

at&t   
As a proud and dedicated AT&T employee, I’d like to take the 

opportunity to inform you about the great value our AT&T 

products and services have to offer 

Internet Services 

AT&T High Speed Internet/Dial Internet Services 

Digital TV 

AT&T DISH Network 

AT&T Homezone 

AT&T U-verse 

Voice and Data (fax) 

Local Services – Phones and Plans 

 Long Distance Services – Phones and Plans 

Wireless Services – Phones and Plans 

Customized Business Solutions 

(Go to www.att.com  to determine availability. ) 

To order the products and services please, call toll-free: 

1-877-827-5288 

(1-877-U-ASK-ATT) 

Provide Referral Code - PB3242 when you order services 

From: Poornima Bhat, Lake Jackson, TX 

 

Suresh & Usha Shenoy of 

 

KIRTI JEWELERS 

& 

KV DIAMONDS  
 

Welcome You to their Brand New Showroom 

located at: 

 

 6655 Harwin Drive, #A101, Houston, TX 77036 

 
Come, see our collection of gorgeous Gold and Delectable 

Diamond, Ruby, Pearl and Emerald Jewelry. 

 

 

(713)-789-GOLD (4653) 
Suresh & Usha Shenoy wish to thank members of the 

community for their support to Kirti Jewelers & KV Diamonds 

over the years and look forward to serving you for many years 

to come

A P P E A L 
A great opportunity to serve an Indian Charity Organization (Anandashram) which shelters already 26 poor old people and which also 

offers the free services of a “Hospice” (Palliative Care center)-a home for the terminally ill Cancer patients of our society. Income Tax 

Payees in USA get the benefit of Income tax Exemption for their donations, if they donate directly to Konkani Charitable Fund (KCF) 

Inc., with the suggestion that they should donate the same amount to Anandashram Seva Trust ®, Puttur, since KCF has recognized 

Anandsharam as one of the recipients of their grants. Hence, the donors in USA can help us directly or indirectly thru KCF, 230 

Oakley Avenue, San Carlos, CA 94070, to build this Palliative Care Centre. Please, visit our website: www.oldagehome-india.org 

mailto:elegantaff@aol.com
http://www.puja123.com/
mailto:rvbprb@yahoo.com
http://www.att.com/
http://www.oldagehome-india.org/

