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Khabbar Follies
In this section, Khabbar looks into the Konkani community and anything and everything that is Konkani from a
Konkani point of view. The names will never be published but geographic location will be identified in general
terms.

There is no doubt in my mind that Khabbar is a part & parcel
of life of Konkanis in North America. In fact, Khabbar has
developed a special relation with most of the Konkani families
and here are some examples of those close encounters of a
different kind….……
----------------------------------------------------------------------------The Khabbar has become a standard of reference for Konkanis
in North America. Here is an incident, where-in Khabbar was
used as a reference to clarify an error!
This family from CT wrote:
I was looking for the telephone number of Kashimutt in
Varanasi. On all its websites/links yielded the number:05242435632. But could not connect when tried. An earlier article

in Khabbar by a Konkani family which travelled to the Mutt in
Kashi city sometime back was the sole savior as they gave the
city code as 0542 which is correct. As we all know, when
calling from outside the country the first digit 0 may be
omitted, so the city code is just 542.
I called the Kashimutt and explained to the new managerial
staff about this and they have promised to rectify the error.
The Mutt is nearing completion of renovation, the new Mutt
will have A/C rooms and will open to the community by
September 2010. Further, email addresses will show up for all
branches of Kashimutt on the website. You may bring this to
the notice of Konkani Bandhavs.
*****

SUBSCRIPTION FORM:
Dear Konkani family,
It is time to renew your subscription for 2010, if you’ve not done so. The numbers on the
mailing label clearly indicate the year/s the dues for Khabbar has been received since
2008. Please, note that you have the FREE access to the eKhabbar, the electronic version
of Khabbar, by logging on to eKhabbar.com. If you want hard copy, then only remit your
subscription at $15.00/yr. Please, don't pay for future years! Fill the form below and
send your subscription with a check payable to Khabbar to P. O. Box 222, Lake Jackson, TX
77566-0222. (Canadian Konkanis please pay cash or MO in US$)
Name: __________________________________________________________________________________
Spouse Name: ___________________________________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone: _____________________________________________________________________________
Email ID:

_____________________________________________________________________________

…………………………………………………………………………………………………Children……………………………………………………………………………………………………
Name
Boy/Girl
d.o.b.
Hobby/Interest
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
Comments, if any: ______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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EDITORIAL
Dear Konkani family,
I hope all is well with you and your
family.
This issue of Khabbar has been mailed to
ALL families that have paid dues at least
once since 2008. In other words, families
who have not paid since 2007 will not be
receiving this issue. The numbers on the
mailing label clearly indicate the year/s
the dues for Khabbar has been received
since 2008 and if there is any error let me
know.
Even in these tough economic times, the
Advisory Committee of Khabbar has
decided that the annual dues will remain
the same at $15.00 a year and for that you
get:
 Four issues of the Khabbar,
 Annual Mailing List and
 Discounted advertisement rates.
This issue has not been mailed to families
that have specifically indicated that they
will access eKhabbar. The on-line version
of Khabbar, eKhabbar, will be on the web
a quarter after mailing the hard copies.
The Khabbar Mailing List is a prized
possession of our community and help me
to keep it up-to-date. Send names and
addresses of Konkani families that are not
in the list to P. O. Box 222, Lake Jackson,
TX
77566-0222,
or
email
khabbar@hotmail.com and rest be assured
that I’ll “Khabbarize” them!
The Konkani Youth are planning their
biennial convention in Houston in 2011.
It’s going to be held during end of July or
early August of 2011. Khabbar will

publish all the details as them become
available. For further information contact
kirthanshenoy@gmail.com
seema.r.kamath@gmail.com
or
eudyavar@gmail.com. Thanks for all of
you for supporting our youngsters who are
doing such a great job in maintaining our
culture here in North America.
Khabbar will publish all the developments
and progress made by NAKA on an ongoing basis. Send your constructive
suggestions to any of the Directors of the
NAKA Board. The Konkani Charitable
Fund (KCF) has done an incredible job so
far in helping the needy in India. All the
progress done by KCF will be published
in Khabbar.
The unofficial Khabbar correspondents in
your area who send in the hoon Khabbars
on a regular basis are doing an
outstanding job. Remember, if it did not
appear in Khabbar, then it did not
happen in North America! If your area
is not represented wholly, let me know
and I'll recruit more volunteers. You can
send the news items via email
(khabbar@hotmail.com).
On the Quiz front, Khabbar has still
remained as a champ. We had only 10
correct responses to the last quarter’s quiz
(which was relatively easy)! Let us see
how you will do with this quarter’s quiz!?!
The progress of the ambitious project,
Konkani Kendra, the Konkani Bhas
Ani Sanskriti Pratistan is good. Thanks
to Basti Ganapathi Shenoy who has
devised a method wherein families
wanting to help Konkani Bhas Ani
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Sanskriti Pratistan can do so with
relative ease! Call him at (702)-341-6706
or email: bastishenoy@gmail.com
if
interested to extend your help for this
worthy cause. Indeed, the Kendra has
become a center of attraction and I urge
all North American Konkanis to visit the
Kendra to see what way they can benefit
from this. Also, see in what way we can
help our brethren who are doing an
outstanding job in preserving our culture.
Another project Vishwa Konkani
Student Scholarship certainly needs our
involvement. Please, extend all your help
to make our community the best there is.
Khabbar will always publish appeals for
charity free of charge but cannot collect
money on behalf of any charity. Families
are encouraged to send the money directly
to the concerned charities. It is amazing
to see so many appeals come to Khabbar
on a regular basis.
Khabbar firmly
believes in helping our people whether it
is in India or here.
I hope the struggle to rid terrorism from
this world will materialize soon. Hope
Peace & Tranquility will prevail.
Happy Diwali to you all.
Devu Boren Karo.

Vasanth
Honorary Editor

Letters to the Editor ......
Letters to the Editor will be considered for publication unless the writer requests otherwise. Letters may be edited for publication.
Editor reserves the right not to publish anonymous letters. Initials only on request if the writer includes his or her name.
******
with friends and relatives to our
As a regular "channel", the Konkanis
organization during your arrival to the
will be kept informed of the news and
Marriages are made in heaven .
motherland.
views of happenings in India and
But u have to log in,
With respectful regards
around the world, including among the
www.soirika.gsb.in ,
Sincerely
diverse Konkani diaspora, while
Submit Form therein!
Dr. P. Ananthakrishna Bhat
bringing in the right mix of
Browse for bride & groom!!
Convenor,
entertainment and information -- to use
At www.soirika.blogspot.com !!!
Mangala Seva Samithi Trust
the word "infotainment". And, of
If this is not 4u ,
www.mangalaseva.org
course, panchadika!
Tell this2 friends2 !!!
*****
anugrahacharity@gmail.com
While we aim to be a 24x7x365 LIVE
Dear Editor of "Khabbar",
channel, we are right now in the
*****
process of ironing out some technical
Dear Editor,
At the suggestion of my esteemed
glitches. Importantly, we are also
Please visit the following link where I
friend Dr. Vivek Ullal, I am attaching
looking to build a small, but effective,
have uploaded an audio file containing
herewith an article I wrote reporting
team.
the late P G Kamath's speech delivered
on the musical program arranged to
16 years ago, which was recorded
celebrate the 5th punyatithi of Pandit
However, you can go ahead and watch
during the Seminar on Konkani
Ravi Bellare, the noted Tabla player
Konkani TV at: http://konkani.tv Our
Lokved, and preserved with me.
and the music teacher.
test
broadcast
timings
change
http://www.esnips.com/web/konkanifo
frequently, but we try to be there
lkaudios
The article is self-explanatory. If you
around 8 am and 8:30 pm, IST.
include this article in your next
http://www.esnips.com/doc/296a2af6journal, please send me a copy of the
Over time, we will be uploading some
1701-4fc3-a90asame at my home address below.
interesting stuff, and we are collecting
ae2738e4fb6f/P.G.KAMATH-ONmaterial for the same.
KONKANI-POETRY
Thanks.
I request you to give me your kind
You may pass on the link to as many
suggestions and comments so that the
friends and well wishers you can, as it
Ashok Chandavarkar
channel reflects the views of a broad
is worth sharing.
28061 Pinnacles Court, Laguna
cross-section of Konkanis.
Niguel, CA. 92677.
Thanks & Regards
Cell Ph. 949-463-2912
Needless to say, your support Ramesh Pai
E-Fax. 714-242-7003
thanani, manani and dhanani - will be
rameshpai59@gmail.com
e-mail: paulraju@cox.net
greatly appreciated.
*****
*****
While expecting your whole-hearted
Dear Sri Vasanth Bhat,
Namaskaars:
cooperation for this venture, I also
We are pleased to convey that our
It gives me great pleasure to inform
humbly seek your blessings.
Balasamrakshana Kendra Orphanage
you that a new channel, Ktv or
run by Mangalore Seva Samithi Trust
Konkani TV, is being set up and is
I remain,
(Regd) has successfully completed 3
slated for a September-end or earlydecades of humane service. We do
October launch.
Yours,
acknowledge with utmost gratitude,
your kind cooperation to strengthen
This is the first full-fledged Konkani
Shrikant N Shenoy
our humble mission. At present there
TV "channel" to be launched on the
shenoy@simplestepsonline.com
are about 60 children and 9 staff
Internet and our efforts will be towards
*****
members to look after them. We do
highlighting the various efforts being
provide good education and all other
made by divergent individuals and
Send your “hoon Khabbars” to:
facilities to these orphans with the
groups of various hues and shades of
Khabbar,
assistance of generous philanthropists
this great rainbow language in
PO Box 222
like you. Please, find herewith a copy
scattered geographical locations.
Lake Jackson, TX 77566-0222
of our souvenir for your kind perusal.
Email: khabbar@hotmail.com
We are cordially inviting you along
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Hoon Khabbar
Congratulations:
Dr.
SHILPA
PRABHU
of
Mechanicsville, VA completed her
residency in anesthesiology at Virginia
Commonwealth University Health
System in Richmond, VA. She will be
joining the staff at Pocono Medical
Center in East Stroudsburg, PA in
August 2010.
VINAY PRABHU, s/o Dr. Vasudev
& Sunita Prabhu of Mission Viejo,
CA, recently joined Morgan Stanley
in Los Angeles, CA as V.P. in
corporate finance and investment
division.
Dr. AMITA KAMATH, of New
York City, NY completed the
fellowship training in Body and
Cardiovascular MR Imaging at NYU
Medical Center in June and was
presented the completion Certificate at
a ceremony and dinner held at the
famous Waldorf Astoria. In attendance
were her colleagues, professors and
world renowned Radiologists. She has
recently joined the Department of
Radiology at Mount Sinai Medical
Center (New York, NY) as Assistant
Professor of Radiology.
Dr. SAVITRI K. KAMATH of
Clinton, MS published a novel “A
Tale of Two Worlds”. Please see the
ad in this issue on how to purchase the
book.
On August 18th 2010, the City
Council
of
Rollingwood,
TX
unanimously elected alderwoman
SHANTHI JAYAKUMAR to be the
mayor pro tempore. This position is
for a period of one year. The mayor
pro tempore is expected to perform the
duties of the mayor in the event of the
mayor's failure, inability or refusal to
act.

Konkani Graduates:
LAKSHMI, d/o Gopal & Ravibala
Shenoy of Naperville, IL, graduated in
May with an MBA from the Harvard
Business School.

Banerjee, graduated with Honours
from the University of Guelph, in their
Bachelor of Arts & Sciences program.
SUMIT, s/o Dinker & Sheela Kamath,
graduated from the University of
Waterloo with a Bachelor of Applied
Science,
Honours
Computer
Engineering with Distinction and
Dean’s Award. He will be moving to
San Diego, CA to pursue a full-time
position at Qualcomm.
AJIT B PAI, MD of Richmond, VA
s/o Balachandra & Vijaya Pai of
Cherry Hill, NJ completed his
Fellowship in Spinal Cord Injury
Medicine at Virginia Commonwealth
University. He recently joined the
Hunter Holmes McGuire VA Medical
Center in Richmond as Medical
Director
of
the
Polytrauma
Rehabilitation Center (PRC). He also
holds joint appointments at Virginia
Commonwealth
University
as
Assistant Professor of Physical
Medicine and Rehabilitation (PM&R)
and Assistant Program Director of the
PM&R residency program. As
Medical Director of the PRC, he will
be helping our troops recover from
devastating injuries acquired from the
two conflicts in the Middle East. His
wife Amie Miklavcic Pai will
continue to practice OB-Gyn in a busy
private practice in Petersburg, VA.
MAHIMA, d/o Pankaj & Asha
Dhume of Sugarland, TX graduated as
a Valedictorian from Mercedes Benz
International School in Pune, India
and will join Rice University in
Houston, TX this fall.
Dr. AJAY PRABHU, s/o Dr.Vilas &
Sneha Prabhu of Lancaster, PA
recently passed his National Pharmacy
Licensure Exam (NAPLEX). He will
be employed in the Alexandria, VA
area in September.
DIPIKA, d/o Manohar & Sadhana
Mallya of Dubai, UAE has joined UT,
Austin to pursue a two year graduate
program in Marketing.

VINITA BIJUR, niece of Vijay &
Reeta Bijur and Jayshree & Utpal

SUNIL, younger s/o Arvind & Neela
Kamath of Houston, TX has joined
Rice University in Houston, TX for
Post Graduate degree in Bio Medical
Engineering. He has a BS in
Biomedical
Engineering
from
Vanderbilt University.
ROHAN, s/o Vinod & Radhika
Hattiangadi of Tustin, CA joined
Virginia Commonwealth University
Medical School from August, 2010.
DIVYA, d/o Padmanabha & Anita
Shenoy of Mission Viejo, CA joined
University of California, Irvine, (UCI)
Medical School from August, 2010.
AJAY, s/o Vivek & Jyoti Ullal of
Simi Valley, CA joined Stony Brook
Medical School (SUNY) in Long
Island, NY from August, 2010.

New Arrivals:
MIRA SHARDA, a 7lb 9oz, 19" long
baby girl to Anjali & Aditya Kalle of
Mountain View CA on Jan 21st 2010.
Maternal grand parents are Suman and
Bharat Shiralkar of San Jose, CA. First
grandchild to paternal grandparents
Jyoti and Ashok Kalle
NIKHIL ASHOK, a 7lb 8oz, 19"
long baby boy to Leena & Anirudh
Kalle of Yonkers, NY on April 21sr
2010. Maternal grand parents are Bina
and Ashok Ramchandani of Tuckahoe,
NY. Second grandchild to paternal
grandparents Jyoti and Ashok Kalle.
SHIVAM, a baby boy to Santosh &
Shambhavi Bhat of Thousand Oaks,
CA on July 26, 2010. A little brother
to Aarya.
The proud paternal
Damodar S. & Geeta Bhat of Mumbai
and maternal grandparents are
Dayanand & Sunanda Bhagwat of
Mumbai.
AJAY, a baby boy to Ashish & Jyothi
Pradhan of Fullerton, CA on July 27,
2010. The proud grandparents are
Vilas & Alka Pradhan of Ahmedabad
and Sudhakar & Jaya Pai of Manipal.
LEELA, a baby girl, weighing 7
pounds 12 ounces, and measuring 21
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1/2 inches to Mihir & Shuba Kamat of
Providence, RI on August 25th 2010.
The proud maternal grandparents are
Narasimha & Shantha Kamath of
Edison, NJ and the proud paternal
grandparents are Bhalachandra & Vela
Kamat of Ridgefield, NJ.

Newly Weds:
Sow. SHEETAL, d/o Suresh &
Premalatha Kudva married to Chi.
JIGAR PATEL on Saturday June 19,
2010 at Vedic Cultural Centre (Arya
Samaj) in Markham, Ont.
Vinayak & Radha Kudva of
Williamson, WV celebrated the
marriage of their daughter, Sow.
VRINDA with Chi. ASHWIN, s/o
Sanath & Shobha Kumar of Chicago,
IL on Saturday June 26th at Hyatt
Regency O’Hare in Chicago, IL.
Ashok & Amita Bhatt of Richmond
Hill, Ont. Celebrated the wedding of
their daughter, Sow. ASHITA with
Chi. AJAY, s/o Narayan & Nirmala
Nayak of Lafayette, CA on Saturday
August 21st 2010 at the Renaissance
Room at The Liberty Grand in
Toronto, Ont.

Relocation:
The BHAT family, Rajesh & Amita
moved from Irvine, CA, to 1910
Norhardt Dr. # 201, Brookfield, WI
53045.
The HEGDE family, Navin &
Shobha, together with their sons,
Pratik & Manav, have relocated from
Rogers, AR to 704 Keeler St., Argyle,
TX 76226. The new telephone is

(940)-294-2525
and
nchegde@yahoo.com

email

is

The BHATS, Durgesh & Swati, have
relocated within Houston, TX to 3833
Cummins St., # 1464, Houston, TX
77027. The telephone remains the
same at (832)-816-5302 and the email
ID is durgesh.bhat@gmail.com
The BALIGAS, Vaman & Bharathi,
have relocated from New Hyde Park,
NY to 18-15 215th Street, Apt.# 3E,
Bayside,
NY
11360. The new
telephone is (718)-224-2380.
The PAI family, Panduranga &
Sumati, have relocated from MD to
7100, Timberview Trail, West
Bloomfield, MI-48322. The new
telephone is (248)-788-2271.
The PAI family, Anil & Shilpa
together with their daughter Siddhi
have relocated from Mechanicsville,
VA
to
717
Horizon
Drive,
Stroudsburg, PA. Their new telephone
number is (570)369-5732.
The DHUME family, Pankaj & Asha,
together with their kids, Mahima &
Gaurav, have relocated back from
Pune, India to 5314 Turning Leaf
Lane, Sugar Land, TX 77479. The
new telephone is (281)-277-8743 and
their email IDs: asha@dhume.com and
pankaj@dhume.com

Email ID Change:
The email ID of Suresh Shenoy of
Sugar Land, TX has changed to
shenoysuresh7@gmail.com effective
immediately.

60th Birthday Bash:
Families and friends of SURESH B.
SHENOY of Sugar land, TX threw a
surprise 60th birthday party to him on
June 18th 2010 at his residence in
Sugar land, TX.
Families and friends of SRINIVAS
BALIGA
of
Bloomfield,
MI
celebrated his 60th birthday party on
May 15th at the Ritz Carlton in
Dearborne, MI.

Retired:
PARASHURAM
BHATT
of
Yorktown Heights, NY will retire
from NYS Office of General Services
after completing 20 years of service on
Sept 16th 2010. It’s been a long
innings & he’s been looking forward
to "retirement heaven"!!

Obituary:
Smt. PREMA PRABHU (79) passed
away in Mumbai on July 15th 2010.
Khabbar sends heartfelt condolences
to her son, Dr. Pradeep Prabhu &
family of
Farmington Hills, MI,
daughter, Sheela Kamath & family of
Madison, WI and brother Dr. Gopal
Bhandarkar & family of Bayport, NY.
Sri NARASIMHA NAYAK (62)
passed away in Miyar, India on July
31st 2010. Khabbar sends heartfelt
condolences to his sister Prathima
Shenoy & family of Houston , TX .
******

KONKANI HAPPENINGS
Konkani Association of Southern California (KASC) Ugadi Celebrations 2010:
On March 13, 2010, over 100 members and guests got together to celebrate Ugadi! Many of the children brought original artwork of
Ugadi/what spring means to them!
After snacks, socializing and an aarti, the attendees were treated to some marvelous entertainment: Konkani Kids performing Happy
Ugadi dances; Bharathnatyam dance by Deepa Kudva Samsi; violin and piano performances by youth members Samar Bhat, Roshan,
and Raj Pai; Bollywood Trivia contest hosted by Venkatesh Rao; songs by Ravi Joshi; a very funny Konkani skit (featuring not-yetready-for-primetime members Nandini Rao, Sabitha Pai, Jyothi Pradhan, and Lynne Mallya); and a baby photo contest! Then a
delicious dinner, courtesy of Dosa Place, was enjoyed by all!
By: Lynne Mallya
The Houston Area Amchigale Samaj ( HAAS) Summer Bash on June 19th was a terrific success. In spite of the stifling summer
heat, the program at the First Colony Community Center started sharp at 6:00 pm. There was a good supply of appetizers such as
samosas, bhajjias, and beverages to welcome everyone.
After a welcome note by HAAS President Chetan Bhat, we started the evening with a variety of dances and songs by kids and
teenagers. They turned in an outstanding performance with scintillating dances and melodious songs. Neha Bhat, Samhita Bhat,
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Rohit Kamath, Uma Kamath, Anu Malya, Mallika Nagarkatti, Sheela Prabhu, Ria Rao, and Sayali Rao entertained everyone
with dances while Archana Bhat sang a nice Bollywood song with karaoke. Next, a breathtaking tabla jugalbandi by Anuraag Shah
and Aditya Srivatsan, two students of tabla maestro Pandit Shantilal Shah. The jugalbandi was arranged by our own Mahesh
Nagarkatti, an ardent student of Pandit Shantilal Shah who was present along with the parents of the two tabaljis. Pandit Shantilal
Shah and his students were presented with bouquets of flowers by our eldest HAAS member Srinivas Bhat, father of Ashwin Bhat.
The tabla duet was followed by songs sung by our HAAS orchestra with outstanding accompaniment by Ira Domnitz on the drums,
Ravindra Pai on the dijembe, Gaurang Haldipur and Ramkrishna Prabhu on the keyboards, and Umesh Baliga on the guitar.
Vasanth Bhat, Gaurang Haldipur, Anitha Haldipur, Arundhati Nagarkatti, Kusum Pai, Maya Prabhu, Ramkrishna Prabhu,
Vijay Shenoy, and Gautam Shiralkar sang some melodious Hindi songs with a mix of solos and duets while Arundhati Nagarkatti
sang a Beatles classic. This was followed by a delectable dinner catered through Gourmet India. There was plenty of food and
everyone had a great time. During and after dinner, our karaoke singers sang extemporaneously and delighted the audience. Vasanth
Bhat, Aparna Kamath, Ramesh Kamath, and Vijay Shenoy sang some Hindi karaoke songs, while Mohan Bhatt sang a couple of
old Jim Reeves songs.
Our event would not have been such a success without the performing participants, and our thanks go to parents of all kids and
teenagers for taking the time and efforts for rehearsals, to all orchestra members for tirelessly making it to the several rehearsals, and to
Mahesh Nagakatti for arranging the tabla jugalbandi. We would also like to thank our eager volunteers who pitched in with a lot of
help for the hall set up, sound and stage set up, the timekeeping, and the event coordination. Everyone helped in the clean up and
dismantling work. A BIG THANK YOU to all volunteers who helped make this event a huge success.
The program has been recorded on 2 DVDs and you can procure these DVDs for a total of $10. Please contact any one of the
Management Committee members to reserve your copy.
By: HAAS Executive Committee
Canada Day 2010 was celebrated in Burlington at the Spencer Smith Park. The celebration started with a complimentary breakfast
served by Golden Griddle. The Citizenship Court was held at 11:30 and the Opening Ceremonies started at 1:00 PM. The cake
provided by Minal Tallur of Elite Sweets was enjoyed by the new citizens, their families, numerous dignitaries and visitors. There were
a number of activities including food stalls, information booths, music, bands and fantastic fireworks at 10:00 PM. Konkani
Association of Ontario (KAO) Kishore Kulkarni's Group performed Tabala Ensemble. This year in addition to tabla, he had
included a number of different drums. Akshay Kalle's Band played soothing jazz and blues. Sadanand and Suvarna Mankikar were
joint Masters of Ceremony on the Waterfront Stage. The perfect weather made it a perfect day for Canada's 143rd birthday. For the
past two years, Sadanand has been a member of the Burlington Canada Day Celebrations Committee.
The Konkani Association of California (KAOCA) organized Talent day event at Milpitas Teen Center on May 23rd, 2010. There
were several events such as Card Game (Turup), chess, Carrom, Table Tennis, Wii, Basketball hoops and cooking contest. In addition
an art and poetry showcase clubbed with the event. Several of the community members participated and enjoyed this event. A food
drive was held for Second Harvest food bank during this event.
Konkani Sabha held their annual summer picnic at Mercer Park East Picnic Area in NJ on Saturday June 19 th 2010.
(Southern California) Konkani's Cruise Committee hosted a 4 day exciting cruise to Ensenada, Mexico and Catalina Island on July
5-9, 2010 aboard the Carnival Paradise. The attendees enjoyed the cruise and are looking forward for more cruises to Europe and the
Caribbean in the future.
Konkani Association of California (KAOCA)’s annual picnic was held on 28th August at Central Park, Santa Clara. The day long
event with fun activities and food was attended by over 200 Konkanis. Kids and adults alike enjoyed the fun and cozy setting in
Central Park. The day started with a friendly cricket match. The kids enjoyed in the inflatable jumps and the popcorn. The food served
was Indianized version of the Chipotle bowl. The afternoon activities included games for both adults and kids. The evening ended with
raffle and bingo.
The Houston Area Amchigale Samaj (HAAS) celebrated the Janmashtami event on Saturday Sep 4th 2010 at First Colony
Convention Center on Austin Parkway at 6 pm. The variety entertainment followed by sumptuous food sponsored by
Ventakatramana & Prabha Pai made the event a success.
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Pandit Ravi Bellare – 5th Punyatithi – April 25th 2010
By: Ashok Chandavarkar, Laguna Niguel, CA
When I got the invitation from Rupesh Kotecha to attend the 5th Punyatithi “dungle” of Pandit Ravi Bellare I was delighted. I had been
keen to witness this “dungle” of music. The word dungle threw me off a little bit because, both in Marathi and Gujarati languages, it
meant commotion. But after witnessing this wonderful event, I knew it meant loosely organized musical extravaganza. Commotion it
was and what fun!!
Rupesh Kotecha is an extraordinary individual. He is a professional photographer. His family hailing from East Africa. But he has
pursued the Hindustani music (tabla ,pakhawaj, harmonium, santoor, and flute playing) with a rare passion. He had initially taken tabla
lessons from Pandit Taranath Ramarao Hattangadi, the famous tabla and pakhawaj teacher. After passing away of “Taarmaam” (as he
was affectionately called by all Saraswats), Rupesh continued his tabla lessons with “Taarmaam”’s nephew, Pandit Ravi Bellare. Raviji
was a willing teacher and Rupesh has been an avid student. Rupesh almost played host to families of both these teachers. Rupesh has
“religiously” celebrated Raviji’s punyatithi (death anniversary) every year, as a true disciple would. Rupesh’s respect and affection for
his teacher is so real and so alive that he gets teary-eyed anytime he speaks of the departed soul. Rupesh has continued his tabla
lessons, via Skype, with Pandit Shashi Bellare, Raviji’s twin brother, in Pune.
The program started off with Rupesh welcoming all present to his beautiful, specious home. There were about 18/20 people at the noon
beginning, swelling by 8/10 more people in the afternoon. There were music students of Raviji, students of Rupeshbhai, fellow
musicians who knew Raviji and there were families of these musicians. First on the stage were a couple of Rupesh’s young students.
Then it was turn of the senior students of Raviji. Shubha Bhat (who most of us KASC Konkanis have heard before), presented Raag
Bairagi. She started with a beautiful alaap and, later, for bandish she sang “Akhilam madhuram” made famous by Subbulakshmi. Her
voice is melodious and her singing showed full understanding of the “gambheer” nuances of the raag. Accompanying Shubha were
Narayan Kadekodi (Taarmaam’s student) on the tabla and Rupesh on the harmonium. After Shubha, Vivek Ullal followed with a solo
flute recital. Vivek counts Devendra Murdeshvar as his prime teacher but more recently was learning extensively from Raviji.
Currently he is a student of Smt. Lakshmi Shankar, the renowned vocalist. Before his “on call” beeper went off, he was able to play
raag Marwa in a sonorous style. He was ably accompanied on the tabla by Rupesh Kotecha. Vivek concluded his presentation with two
brief pieces: a Sohoni bandish and a Kajari dhun.
Before lunch, the 5-year old Uma Upasani sang a bhajan, accompanied by the I-pod harmony from new invention of her dad, Prasad
Upasani. Then the crowd broke for lunch. The lunch was potluck (I did not know); eclectic, delectable, gastronomer’s delight.. Mrs.
Vimla Kotecha (Rupesh’s mother) made wonderful tea that only Indian “gruhini”s know how to make!
The afternoon section started off with a brief Yaman by Bharati Pai. Then the moment came that I had been waiting for; Prasad
Upasani took the stage. I have a preference for Agra gaayaki and, over the years, I have developed a personal liking for Prasad’s
presentations. He started off with raag Mulatani. The Agra style set up for the melody is always through what is called “nooam tooam”
(an onomatopoeic name for the phrases of noom and tom used). I am not qualified to enumerate the merits of this style over others. But
to me, it is, at once, enthralling. Prasad’s Mulatani was sung with depth and with elegant, sweet turns of phrases that Mulatani affords.
It made the whole experience very satisfying. Following Mulatani, as change of pace, Prasad sang a short “bandish ki thumari” in
Kirwani. It was a delightful piece. Rupesh accompanied on the tabla.
(At the conclusion of Prasad’s singing, Rupesh recalled a touching coincidence. Taarmaam had accompanied the accomplished Agra
gharana vocalist Pandit Chidanand Nagarkar a few decades ago. Today a student Taarmaam, three generations removed, was
accompanying the grandnephew of Pandit Chidanand Nagarkar. This was indeed a fortuitous coincidence!)
After Prasad, the host, Rupesh Kotecha, presented a tabla solo, accompanied on the harmonium by Akash Pujara. Rupesh played a rare
taal called Shiva Taal. Rupesh pointed out the role played by lessons from Raviji’s twin brother Shashi Bellare, in his ability to play
this unusual taal. (Rupeshs’s feeling of closeness, respect and affection towards the Taarmaam’s clan is such, that he should be
declared an honorary Chitrapur Saraswat!) Rupesh played beautifully and punctuated his playing by pointing out the more intricate and
interesting patterns. Rupesh ended with rare compositions given to him by all his three Gurus in drut teental. I wish I had enough
technical knowledge of tabla to capture the outstanding quality of his playing.
By now it was about 4:00 pm. Proceedings had to be wound up soon. But audience wanted some more. Rupesh requested Shubha Bhat
for the second round. She was just happy to oblige. She sang raag Jog beautifully, characterized by fascinating turn in the avaroha. She
was accompanied by Vibhav Pathak on the tabla and Rupesh on the harmonium.
Now the audience requested a group presentation consisting of Shubha, Prasad and Vivek on the flute accompanied by Rupesh on the
tabla and Akash Pujara on the harmonium. Prasad started with alaap in Puriyadhanashri. As soon as Prasad stopped in a couple of
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minutes, Shubha took over the alaap. After a couple of minutes from her, Vivek continued the chain on the flute. It was like a
“jugalbandi” with three people. The three had never practiced this before. It was extempore and creative; it was seamless and magical.
The room reverberated with the notes of Puriyadhanashri. I have heard Prasad present this kind of serious effort before; Shubha may
have outdone herself, singing vigorous taans, to match rest of the group. The group concluded the presentation with a bhajan in
Bhairavi. At the conclusion, the audience gave a long, thunderous, appreciative applause.
It was close to 6:30pm now. The event was nearly 7 exhilarating hours long. I was in heaven. I bid goodbyes to all the performers &
attendees. I am looking forward to the 2011 invitation for the Dungle!

Konkani writer Ravindra Kelekar receives Jnanpith-July 31, 2010
Submitted by: Kiran Kumar, Pewaukee, WI (Email: bhandary_1947@yahoo.com)
as appeared at http://www.deccanherald.com/content/85152/konkani-writer-ravindra-kelekar-receives.html
Noted Konkani writer Ravindra Kelekar on Saturday was presented the coveted Jnanpith Award for his contribution to the world of
literature. The ailing writer was brought in an ambulance for the 42nd Jnanpith Award Ceremony here, which was attended by leading
personalities from various walks of life. Lok Sabha Speaker Meira Kumar presented the highest literary award in India for the year
2006 to the 85-year-old legend, who has authored 32 books in Konkani, Hindi and Marathi.
The award carries a cheque for Rs 7 lakh, a citation plaque and a bronze replica of Vagdevi (Goddess Saraswati). "Mhaka ekdum
khoshi dista tumcheshi yeopak (I feel happy to speak to you)," Kumar said in Konkani, Goa's official language, while beginning her
30-minute long speech.
The award for the years 2005 and 2006 were announced in late 2008.Goa Chief Minister Digamber Kamat, noted writer Namwar
Singh and Sitakant Mahapatra, Chairman of Selection Board of Jnanpith, were among those present at the function.
Kelekar, whose speech was read out by Singh, rued the state of regional languages. "People have stopped reading books in regional
languages. On the other hand, through English, we have created Bonsai intellectuals, Bonsai writers and Bonsai readers."
--------------------------------------------- on sad note ………
Dear Konkanibandhav,
Leading Konkani scholar, linguist, Gandhian and creative thinker, Ravindra Kelekar, passed away at Apollo Hospital at Margao, Goa
here at around 11.30 am on Friday August 27. He was 85. He was the greatest Konkani writer in the contemperory literary field and
was awarded Jnanapith Award for the year 2006 which was handed over by Loksabha speaker Meira Kumar at Panjim in July this year.
Anugraha Sandesh had carried this article in its August issue.
Board of Trustees expresses its deep felt condolences in the loss of Ravindra Kelekar.
We are attaching a homage for the great departed soul.
R Bhaskar Shenoi, President, Anugraha Charitable Trust

Dr. GANESH BHAT named to the NY Public Health Council
RIDGEWOOD, N.Y. Nephrologist and Queens, N.Y., resident J. Ganesh Bhat, MD, has been appointed to the New York State Public
Health Council by Gov. David A. Paterson.
The New York State Senate voted on June 3 to confirm the appointment. He will serve the Council until 2016.
Dr. Bhat has practiced nephrology for more than 25 years and is a founding member of Mattoo & Bhat Medical Associates, P.C., one
of the largest non-university based nephrology practice in New York City. He is also a co-founder of Atlantic Dialysis Management
Services and the Chancellor of Xavier University School of Medicine in Oranjestat, Aruba, in the Dutch Caribbean.
The New York State Public Health Council was created in 1913, and its powers and duties are stated in Section 225 of the NYS Public
Health Law. Fifteen members are appointed by the governor to a six-year term. The Public Health Council’s mission is to consider any
matter relating to the preservation and improvement of public health including responsibility for reviewing and approving the
establishment, and transfers of ownership, of health care facilities and home care agencies.
The council is also responsible for the promulgation of regulations under the New York State Sanitary Code encompassing the areas of
communicable diseases, drinking water supplies, qualifications of health personnel, maternal and child health, food service
establishments, environmental diseases, and AIDS.
In announcing the appointment Governor Paterson said that he was confident that Dr. Bhat will “serve the people of our State with
dedication and distinction.”
“I am indeed honored to be selected for such an appointment to the council,” said Dr. Bhat.
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An Unusual Tale of a PR Professional
Book Review of MORE AD-VENTURES OF PR-MAN by U. MAHESH PRABHU
MORE AD-VENTURES OF A PR- MAN |Author/Publisher: SN SURKUND | Pages: 274 | Price: INR 295.00 | Distributors:
STRAND BOOK STALL
SN Surkund may appear ''usual'' in his outlook, but that he's unusual becomes evident to all - especially on reading his book ADVENTURES OF A PR MAN, now in its third edition. With a charming smile, grayed goatee and beguiling persona he has got
something which is even more amusing: his uncanny way with words.
He uses simple words and sentences to convey most enthusing, and often hilarious, anecdotes encountered by him in his over seven
decades long journey of Life. This sheer simplicity blend with humor and criticism is bound to remind readers of late RK Narayanan
and his unforgettable 'Malgudi Days'.
It doesn’t matter if, or not, you have got to do something with Banking or PR - if you are looking to read and enthuse yourself - this is
the book you got to buy.
In a bookstore one may find this book in the 'biography' or 'non-fiction' section, but for it's sheer merit it deserves to be in 'humor' along
with Kushwanth Singh's Joke Book Series. Yes, biographies are often informative but they can be equally 'boring' for reasons that may
be already known. Thankfully, this isn't the case with this work as it is based - evidently - keeping the reader's perspective in mind.
Surkund doesn’t brag; instead he narrates events as an independent observer. His writing style is also like that of distinguished
journalist of our times - MV Kamath - who has also written Preface to all three editions of this book; not to forget: with a great deal of
praise. Besides, Suresh Savant is sure to remind readers of RK Laxman for his cartoons have just as never missed their mark in
conveying the humor like in that of Malgudi Days. It wouldn't be an exaggeration to suggest that curiosity of readers is often
improvised on observing Savant's cartoons.
This book has something to cherish also for people of Mangalore for the very reminisces it contains - especially in the section, aptly
entitled, 'The Cradle Years'. Those south Indian families who migrated to Mumbai (then Bombay) in the 50s, 60s and 70s will certainly
cherish 'Romancing in Mumbai'. One is bound to wonder if this is one of the very few books depicting life of middleclass Mumbaikars
and their evolution over a period of time.
Also, Surkund's depth of gratitude is evident when he unmistakably recalls virtually each and every person who has contributed in his
making.
The book seems to suggest that, though indirectly that: It doesn’t matter if you are rich or poor, distinguished or 'commoner', highranking official or just 'another' clerk. You will always be remembered for your goodness by someone who is ever grateful and
thankful, like the author of this book.
This book by Surkund conveys a very wise message to his readers quietly: 'A person is a person... no matter how small.'
Book Reviewer is Editor of Folks Magazine, Director of Folks Institution and distinguished Fellow of Royal Asiatic Society (UK). He
can be reached by email editor@folksmagazine.com

USA: KAOCA – Calling All Bay Area Konkanis
Article by Chandana Nayak Shenoy as appeared at http://www.daijiworld.com/news/news_disp.asp?n_id=79259 June 15, 2010
Based on conversation between the author and Ramesk Kamath of San Carlos, CA
We are all social beings and most of us are part of community or hobby groups, and enjoy the company of like-minded individuals
irrespective of where we live and what we do for a living. Naturally, this need to connect is heightened when one moves to a new
place. Ask any expatriate and I’m sure they’ll agree with this statement! This was one of the primary reasons that led to the founding of
the Konkani Association of California (KAOCA (www.kaoca.org)) in December 1984. Situated in the Bay Area, KAOCA aims to
provide a platform and forum for Konkanis in the region to gather as a community, develop a support system, and to preserve Konkani
culture.
For an association which was started with the participation of 45 families, KAOCA has come a long way and today boasts of more than
250 families under its wing.
In 2009, KAOCA celebrated its silver jubilee with day long events and authentic Konkani cuisine with 25 dishes—one for each year!
Founders : Ramesh and Pratibha Kamath
Ramesh and Pratibha Kamath were the founder presidents of KAOCA and were actively supported by V P and Kumuda Shenoy as
well as Anand and Padma Savoor. The president's term is for one year and no one can run for a second term.
“The committee is selected by the president who is chosen basically on a voluntary basis and everyone gets a chance. The youth have
taken over the leadership this year under the presidency of Ananth and Sulatha Prabhu”, says Ramesh.
KAOCA typically has three main annual events—Yugadi, a picnic, and a Deepavali programme.
“Occasionally, we have additional events like a sports day and a field trip—to Yosemite, Lake Shasta, or Lake Tahoe”, says Ramesh.
“The leadership is planning on a couple of additional events—classical music hosting a renowned musician and ‘Dandiya’ during
Navarathri”, said current president Ananth.
KAOCA has also actively supported the two national Konkani conventions hosted in the Bay Area. The first one in 1998 was attended
by about 900 Konkanis from around the world. Vivek and Gita Pai were at the helm of KAOCA during this time.
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The highlight of the event was classical music by Ajit Kadkade and a debate with Dinesh D’Souza. The chief guest was Sadhana
Kamat. Konkani music, play, and dance were presented as part of the convention. Authentic Konkani cuisine was served for breakfast,
lunch, and dinner on both days of the event.
The second convention took place in 2008 and had 1,400 attendees. K V Kamath of ICICI, was the keynote speaker. Badminton
player Prakash Padukone was the chief guest and Jaya Rao was another speaker who participated. Eknath and Shanthi Pai were
the KAOCA presidents at the time of the event.
A medical symposium was held with Dr Hegde from Manipal as one of the speakers. Classical music by Mahesh Kale and western
fusion music by Prasanna added melody to the convention showcasing Konkani life, music and culture.
KAOCA also has a newsletter called ‘Panchadik’ which is normally published three or four times a year.

KHABBAR FROM KULAR
By: - Vishwa Konkani Sardar BASTI VAMAN SHENOY
The Birth Centenary of Balakrishna Balawant Borker popularly known as BAKIBAB BORKER, A GREAT Konkani, Marathi poet
was celebrated in World Konkani Centre on 13.6.2010 in association with Kavitha Trust attended by poets from Goa, Karnataka and
Kerala. The celebrations were inaugurated by another great Konkani poet Nagesh Karamali, freedom fighter and Goa liberation
Zuzari. A book `Panyazana’ a collection of Bakibab’s Konkani poems translated by Mrs. Shakuntala R. Kini to Kannada was
released.
A 3 days’ repertory on Konkani Drama was held at World Konkani Centre on 25th – 27th June 2010 for Canara College Students
under the guidance of Famous Kannada Hindi Konkani stage personality Shri Kasargod Chinna.
Konkani Teaching in Schools has commenced this year. World Konkani Centre has appointed 7 Konkani Teachers to teach Konkani at
various Schools in D.K. and Udupi Districts.
World Konkani Centre has established K.K.Pai Konkani Library at Jai Konkani Office, Kundapura during Foundation day celebrations
of All India Konkani Parishad on 7.7.2010.
Konkani literary giant Ravindra Kelekar was honoured and felicitated at a glittering Ceremony with Jnanapith award, the highest
literary Award on 31.7.2010 at Panaji, Goa by Mrs. Meira Kumar, Hon. Speaker of Parliament of India. On the sad note, Shri Ravindra
Kelekar died on 27.8.2010 due to old age at Panaji. His body was cremated with full Government honours. Hon. Chief Minister of Goa
Mr. Digambar Kamath and thousands of mourners were present.
Konkani was included in the 8th Schedule of Constitution of India on 20.8.1992. This year under the auspices of World Konkani
Centre the day was celebrated at Kochi, Calicut(Kozhikode), Kerala, Mangalore, Kundapura(Udupi) and Kumta(Karwar) District level
Konkani Cultural events competitions were held in all these places. More than 2300 Konkani Students from 1st Std. to Degree Classes
have participated in the competitions. Totally Rs.2.50 lakhs was distributed as prize money for the best performances.
VISHWA KONKANI STUDENTS SCHOLARSHIP FUND
With the Vision of Mr. T.V. Mohandas Pai, i.e., Let no Konkani Student be deprived of higher Education due to lack of means’
and now another magnanimous project has been founded with Shri Ramadas Kamath (Senior Vice President, Infosys Technologies
Ltd.) as Chairman and Shri Pradeep G. Pai (Managing Director, Hangyo Ice Creams Pvt. Ltd.) as Secretary which will have long
range effect on the future Konkani generations and make them feel proud of Konkani heritage.
Under this new project `Vishwa Konkani Student Scholarship Fund’ of World Konkani Centre a sum of Rs.4.50 lakhs was distributed
among 135 Konkani Students on 20.8.2010. at Mangalore.
Dr. P.Dayananda Pai, Chairman, World Konkani Centre presided over the Scholarship Distribution function. Vishwa Konkani
Student Scholarship Fund Chairman Shri Ramadas Kamath U gave a clarion call for `Empowerment of Konkani Students’. Mr.
Pradeep G. Pai, Secretary welcomed the guests. Vishwa Konkani Sardar Basti Vaman Shenoy enlightened the audience and the
students about the developments taken place in recent years. Mr. Shenoy also announced that from next Academic year, 2000 Konkani
Students from 1st P.U.C. to Degree classes will get the benefit of the Scholarship and Rs.3.00 Crores is required for this Herculean
task. Dr. P. Dayananda Pai in his address called upon Konkani Students. Fr. Eric Crasta, President, Konkani Bhasha Mandal
Karnataka (R.), Mr. M. Annappa Kamath donor were on the dais. Mr. Venkatesh N. Baliga proposed Vote of Thanks.

SAPTA KONKAN: SAGE PARASHURAM
By: - Prof. K. R. Prabhu, Cultural Anthropologist, Prabhu_ramdas@yahoo.com
Lord Parashuram is the sixth incarnation of Lord Vishnu. He was a sage and a great Warrior, the Guru of Bhishma and Drona. Sage
Parashuram was the son of Sage Jamadagni and Renuka Devi. In revenge of his father being killed by the King Karthivirya for the
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sake of Kamadhenu, he killed all Kshatriya Kings of that time. At the end of his task, Sage Parashuram handed over all the lands he
had won by killing the Kshatryas to his Purohit Sage Kashyap and went for penance.
Since he didn’t have the land to sit and perform the penance, he came down to Vindhyas and prayed the Lord Samudra Raj for
extension of land by withdrawing the sea to backward where the axe of Parashuram falls
RECLAIMING THE LAND
Parashuram gets the extended land by pushing the sea from Vindhyachal up to the present Kanya Kumari. He performed penance
peacefully for several years. Parashuram wanted to perform Yajnas in order to get himself off the sins of killing the Kshyatriya Kula
(families). He divides the land he owned below Vindhyas up to Kanyakumari in SEVEN provinces.
SAPTA KONKAN
Parashuram carved 7 provinces (states) which we call the Southern part of the country on linguistic basis as,
1) Gomantak (Konkani); 2) Gurjar (Gujarati &: Sowrashtri); 3) Karnatak (Kannada & Tulu); 4) Kong (Tamil); 5) Karal (Malayalam);
6) Telang (Telugu) and 7) Maharashtra (Marati)
The four states were called as Dravidian states where the PANCHA DRAVIDA BHASHA is spoken and they were,
1). Kannada 2) Tulu 3) Malayalam 4) Telugu 5) Tamil.
The other states used the Devanagari scripts forming the Aryan group of languages.
WHY THE NAME KONKAN?
Sage Parashuram had deep love for his mother although had great devotion to his father. Since he was ordered by his father to
behead his mother, he has to fulfill the desire of his father facing the Dharma Sankat..
The name of Parashuram’s mother was RENUKA. Her maternal name was KUNKNA DEVI. Hence he named all provinces as
KONKAN. The language spoken in Gomantak is named as KONKANI. It is the associate language of Marathi by the influence of
people speaking in the area from Ratnagiri, Kudal etc.
GOWD SARASWAT BRAHMINS
Sage Parashuram wanted to conduct Maha Yajnas for centuries and could select the place Gomantak (Goa) state as he found that the
most auspicious place is Gomantak ( the shape of a cow’s head) out of the Sapta Konkan. He needed the most brilliant and expert
Brahmins to perform the Maha Yajnas and identified the Saraswat Brahmins residing in Bengal. Near Midnapur (north of Bengal) the
place called the GOWD DESH where these Saraswat Brahmins resided. He selected Brahmins of 18 Gotras and brought them to
Gomantak. In those days the Aryan Brahmins were belonging to five groups called as PANCH GOWD Brahmins and they are 1.Gowd
2. Saraswath 3. Kanya Kubj 4. Maithil 5. Utkal. Among them Saraswats were spread in all places from Kashmir to Gowd Desh.
Parashuram was specific to choose the GOWD SARASWAT BRAHMINS.
NINTY SIX VILLAGES - SHENVIS
The Yajna was performed near Ponda where even today you can see the mountains of ashes. In order to give safety and place for
dwelling, these Gowd Saraswats Brahmins were given 96 villages. Thirty villages in a group is called as TEESWADI where one
group of Brahmins occupied . Another 66 group of villages are called SASASHTI were allotted to another group of Bhramins.
Totally the 96 villages where these Gowd Saraswat Bhramins resided are called as SHENNAV (96) BRAHMINS OR SHENVIS OR
SHENVI BRAHMINS.
These 18 Gotra Brahmins stayed in 96 villages installed their Kuladevatas that they have brought from West Bengal Gowd Desh. In
each village different Gotra Bhramins stayed together in combination. This will help them to form a society by marrying from
different Gotras. Along with these Bhramins, other community people like gold smiths, vaishas, barbers, washer-men, carpenter,
fishermen and all vocation communities. and they also follow the same Kuladevata as one unit (from Brahmins to other communities .
KULADEVATAS
Saraswat Brahmins have Kuladevatas all from North India from where they have come down to Gomantak. They are namely,
Mahalasa Narayani, Devaki Krishna Ravalnath, Shanteri Kamakshi Ramanath, Nagesh, Arya Durga, Damodar, Mahalaxmi,
Kundodari, Laxminarayan Mahamaya, Navdurga, Vankadi Mahamaya, Vana Devata, Sapta Koteshwar etc. They were installed in
different parts of Gomantak initially. Each village residents chosen to come under one temple recognizing the deity as their
Kuladevata. Hence a Kuladevata has different gotra followers known as Kulavis. Similarly the same Gotra people don’t have the
same Kuladevata.
The Kuladevata is a Family God or deity. This is how the society is formed in each village. Over a period of time, the alliance took
place among villages.
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TRADITIONS:
Shenvi Brahmins or Gowd Saraswat Brahmins have the same religious and social tradition which is also called as Achars and Vichars.
Hence there is complete compatibility in religious rituals and social customs. Minor variations are bound to happen due to passage of
time and due to local influence.
PARASHURAM SRASTI (CREATION)
The word Sapta Konkan sends message that it is the Parashuram’s creation. Once upon a time all the provinces are called as Sapta
Konkan. Over a period of time, the Konkan name is tagged to those who speak Konkani language.
Here all seasons like monsoon, summer and winter are happening generally in equal periods.. The taste of the produce is better than in
any other place items like vegetables, fruits, milk, grains etc. People are more dynamic, intelligent and reliable. This is the gift of the
Yajnas and penance performed by the Great Sage Parashuram.

Konkani Calendar
October 2010
7th Mahalaya Amavasye
8th Navarathri – Beginning
10th KAO Dandiya
11th Lalitha Panchami
12th Sharadha Pooja
14th Durgashtami
16th Ayudha Pooja
16th Tula Sankranthi
17th Vijaya Dashami
18th Ekadashi
22nd Poornami
26th Angaraka Chaturthi
30th Konkani Sabha Diwali

November 2010
4th Naraka Chaturdashi
5th Deepawali
13th KAO Diwali
15th Vrishk Sankranthi
17th Karthika Ekadashi
18th Uthana Dwadashi
20th Vaikuntha Chaturdashi
21st Karthika Poornami
24th Sankashta Chaturthi
27th AMKA Silver Anniversary

December 2010
5th Amavasya
11th Skanda Shashti
15th Dhanu Sankranthi
16th Vaikuntha Ekadashi
17th Mukkoti Dwadashi
20th Poornami
24th Sankashta Chaturthi

Khabbar thanks Sri P. V. Kamath of Mumbai for furnishing the Panchang and My Astrologer-version 1.0 by Mr. Muralidhar Shenoy, Durham,N C
and Vedamoorthy Raghuchandra Bhat of Brookfield, WI

My Sincere Thanks To ……..
Some readers go out of their way to help Khabbar. Monetary means is one of them. The Advisory Committee of Khabbar has decided on publishing the names of the
families that has contributed $50.00 or more to Khabbar. This quarter, the following have extended their help and thanks to you .....

Names
Divakar & Geetha Shenoy, W. Simsbury, CT
Ravi & Asha Baliga, Danville, CA
Jai P. & Susan Nagarkatti, Chesterfield, MO
Vasudev & Shaila Nayak, Mays landing, NJ
Ratnakar & Jayanthi Pai, Bloomfield Hills, MI

Amount, $
50.00
50.00
100.00
161.00
51.00

Statement of Accounts
Description
Balance Carried over since Khabbar Vol. XXXIII No. 2
Money Received:
Subscriptions (40) and donations
Ad (1)
Interest
Sub Total:
Money Spent (Khabbar Vol. XXXIII No. 2):
Printing- Khabbar (380) - 20 pages
Mailing - First Class Mail-Khabbar (343)
Mailing Canada Khabbar (12)
Overseas (20)
Mail Fines, computer paper & labels, envelopes, service fees, etc.
Sub Total:
Final Balance:
Money spent on this issue was not available during press time.
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Credit, $
2,400.00

Debit, $

987.00
125.00
3.00
1,115.00
552.69
209.23
12.00
60.00
466.08
1,300.00
2,215.00

Kwiz
The last quarter’s quiz:
What is the next letter in the series: y z v w s t p q ?
The Answer: m
The following gave the correct answer:
Anil Rao, Friendswood, TX
Govind Kamath, Austin, TX
Shivadev Ubhayakar, Rancho Pales Verdes, CA
Swathi Kamath, Las Vegas, NV
Ravi Joshi, Mission Viejo, CA
Manohar Kini, Medford, NJ
Vindya Bhat Raman, Atlanta, GA

Sridharan Raman, Atlanta, GA
Aditya Kamath, Centerville, VA
Praveen Kamath, Centerville, VA
Sachin Shenoy, Manipal, India
Sahana Rao, Centreville, VA

This Quarter’s Quiz
By “Vasanthmaam”
Continuing with the Konkani tradition of quizzing, here's the brainteaser for this quarter. If you can solve this correctly, send it to
Khabbar address to have your name published in the next issue
TWO x TWO = THREE
The above is possible, if each letter stands for one and only one digit and no digit is represented by more than one letter. Can you work
out what digits the letter above multiplication stands for so that the identity above is correct?

NAKA, the North American Konkani Association
The NAKA Board now consists of:
Vasanth Bhat, Damodar Baliga and Nina Padukone (Founding members), Ramesh Kamath & Bharat Shiralkar, Vasant
Acharya & Sandhya Kamath, Suren Kamath, Sudhir Golikeri & Suresh Shenoy, Ramadas Kamath, Ashok Bhatt & Sadanand
Mankikar, Ravi Baliga. Seema Kamath, Ranjit Shiralkar & Sheila Shenoy Reddy (Youth).
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------If any North American Konkani have any constructive suggestions, please, contact any of the NAKA Board Members or send them to
NAKA, 2465 Bergen Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11234. Phone: (718)-251-4795 and Email: naka1@indiatimes.com
This quarter, the NAKA Board has been busy in finding ways to help the Youth Convention – 2011.

NAKA - Statement Of Accounts
Date
5/31/2010
7/31/2010
7/31/2010

Description
Balance from last report
United Way – Hartford (per Rajarama Shenoy)
Interest
Final Balance:
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Credit, $
Debit, $
123,805.14
14.47
37.08
123,856.69
Signed: Damodar Baliga
Treasurer, NAKA

Konkani Charitable Fund, Inc.
230 Oakley Avenue, San Carlos, CA. 94070
(650) 596-0716
Web Address: Konkanicf.org
August 4, 2010

Periodic report
Chair Persons:
Ramesh & Pratibha Kamath
Email:
Ramesh.Kamath@konkanicf.org

The Konkani Charitable fund is nearing its first full year of operations. The support
received from the community is overwhelming and has far exceeded our expectations.
The KCF Board extends a heartfelt thanks to all those who have donated so generously.
For the first nine months this year we have received donations totaling $78,000. We are
happy to report that we have granted $ 46,000 to various approved charities. Following
is the breakdown of these grants:

Vice Chair Persons:
Vinayak & Radha Kudva



Email:
Vinayak.Kudva@konkanicf.org




VP Finance & Secretary:
Ashok & Amita Bhatt
Email: Ashok.Bhatt@konkanicf.org
VP Implementation:

Ravi & Asha Baliga





Email: Ravi.Baliga@konkanicf.org

VP Publicity & Fund Raising:
Surendra & Shalini Shenoy
Email:
Surendra.Shenoy@konkanicf.org

VP Youth:
Sumeeth Bhat
Email:
Sumeeth.Bhat@konkanicf.org






Canara high School Association, Mangalore -$12,000- educational scholarship to
deserving students
HSK Development trust, Hattiangady- $11,250- funds for construction of school
buildings
SGS Sabha, Chennai- $5,000 - repair of senior center including leaky roof which
houses 12 Konkani seniors
Seva Bharathi, Mangalore- $4,000- To help children with developmental
challenges
GSB Sabha Mysore- $4,000- Funds for construction of a senior center for
Konkani's in Mysore
Anandashram Seva Trust, Puttur- $3,750- For installation of solar lighting plus
operational expenses of senior center
Srivali Trust, Shirali- $2,000- Operational expenses for running a school that
supports needy students
GSB Samaj, Bangalore- $2,000- Educational scholarships to deserving Konkani
students
Rashtrothana trust, Jasloor- $1,000- to support school for the needy
Janaseva Vishwastha Nidhi, Kasargod- $1000 to support the operations of home
for the elderly.

As you can see our main mission is to support education of needy konkani's and
Senior centers for Konkani's. Your continued support is essential for us to continue
this good work. Please note that we are 501 (3) (c) organization and your donation
will be tax deductible. If you want to donate specifically to one of our pre approved
charitable organizations please let us know. There are no overhead or operational
expenses deducted from your donations. We are willing and ready to qualify new
organizations that meet our charter.
Devu Baren Koro

- Board of Directors, KCF
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AMERICAN MIDWEST KONKANI ASSOCIATION (AMKA)
IS CELEBRATING IT’S

SILVER ANNIVERSARY
ON
27th NOVEMBER 2010 !!

AMKA is celebrating its 25th year of existence with a gala celebration on Saturday,
November 27, 2010 in Chicago area.
The Silver Jubilee Program includes a dazzling opening number, a trip down the memory
lane with a collage of pictures spanning a quarter century, music, sumptuous dinner,
contests, youth and cultural programs and of course plenty of time for “panchaitika”!
Evening’s fare will feature a young and accomplished vocalist from India, and DJ
“dhamakaa” for youth.
Now, we Chicagoans are known for our humility, but you do agree, don’t you that the
Chicago gang knows how to put on a heart-throbbing cultural show? It has been delighting
audiences all over the US and Canada with such gems as the first Konkani Qawwalli,
Konkani Bhangra, Shakespearean skits and musicals. So you can be sure there is
something special in the air as we ring in our 25th anniversary.
In fact, we at AMKA are :
going to come alive,
buzz like a beehive,
jump, jig and jive . . . . . .
AS WE TURN TWENTY-FIVE !!
So please join us, one and all. We are expecting not only AMKA members from the
Midwestern states, but also Konkanis from all over the US.
Again, the date is Saturday, November 27th at the Meadows Club, 2950 W Golf Rd, Rolling
Meadows, IL 60008.
An Evite has been sent out to all AMKA members, and updates will keep going out to them
about program details through evite.
For further details on how to register, please contact any of the following:
Vasant Acharya at vasanta@aol.com, or Sanjay Savkur at sanjay_savkur@hotmail.com, or
Shyam Amladi at shyam70sunder@yahoo.com or Seema Kamath at
seema.r.kamath@gmail.com

AAMMI AKAANKSHIT JAOONOO TUMGALEE VAAT PALAYTATEE, ITTAIN ! JAROOR YEYATEE !!

DEV BOREN KORO !!
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Konkani Sabha
Following is the highlight of the KONKANI SABHA activity for the rest of the year 2010
Diwali:
Date:
Saturday, October 30th, 2010
Time:
3:00 PM to 8:00 PM
Location: Shri Venkateswara Temple Community Center, Bridgewater, NJ 780 Old Farm Road, Bridgewater, NJ 08807
Click for Directions
Tel:
(908) 725-4477
Cost: Registration and Payment by October 1st - $16 (12 years and older) and $9 (ages 6 to 12) Registration after Oct 1st and at the
door - $18 (12 years and older) and $11 (ages 6 to 12) Advance Registration and payments will also be accepted at the picnic
Activities: Variety Entertainment, Socialization, Appetizer and Dinner
Communication: Email, Phann newsletter postings, web site postings, and postings in the Khabbar will be the usual modes of
communication. Please encourage all Konkanis you know to update their contact information and email addresses with us. We also
have a monthly newsletter Phann. Rajesh Nayak, treasurer of Konkani Sabha, is the editor of Phann. The newsletter is published to
members of Yahoogroups. There is no fee to join the Yahoogroups. If you are interested in receiving the newsletter, please visit our
website http://www.konkanisabha.org/. Click on the left side Subscribe to Newsletter. Web Site: We will be striving to post
information on various activities, on a timely basis, on our websitehttp://www.konkanisabha.org/. Please spread the word about our
website.
Email: Our email address is konkanisabha@gmail.com Additional Activities: Based on success of our initiatives this year, we hope to
have more activities in the coming years. More activities will require more volunteers. We encourage anyone interested in getting
involved to contact us.
President
Gurudatt Kamath
(732) 274-9542 gurudatt_kamath@hotmail.com
Treasurer
Santosh Kamat
(908)-251-5221 santosh.kamat@utoronto.ca
Secretary
Ganesh Kudva
(908) 251-5162 ganeshmkudva@yahoo.com
We once again thank you all for your support. We hope to have continued support and involvement from all of you in the coming
years. We also ask each of you to spread the word to any Konkanis you know and have them send their contact information and email
addresses. Should you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact any of us. Our email address is konkanisabha@gmail.com Also
visit our website at http://www.konkanisabha.org/ for details and updates.

Vishwa Konkani Student Scholarship Fund Launched
Mangalore, Jun 13: The World Konkani Centre, established in the city, to serve as a nodal organization for the preservation and overall
development of Konkani language, art and culture involving all the Konkani people the world over has embarked upon a major student
scholarship programme for this academic year.
The scholarship programme ‘Vishwa Konkani Student Scholarship Fund’ is the brain child of T V Mohandas Pai, director, Infosys
Technologies, Bangalore and a patron trustee of World Konkani Centre.
Under the scheme students with Konkani as their mother tongue, aspiring for higher education in the field of medicine and engineering
will be given a scholarship towards payment of course fee for the entire course and purchase of books.
A committee has been formed to implement the scholarship programme under the chairmanship of Ramadas Kamath U, senior vice
president, Infosys and patron trustee of World Konkani Centre. Pradeep G Pai, managing director of Hangyo Ice Creams Pvt Ltd will
be the secretary of the committee.
Applications are invited for the scholarship from eligible Konkani Students who fulfill the following criteria:
1. The students with Konkani as their mother tongue
2. The family income of the student should not exceed Rs 2 Lac.
3. The scheme will apply only to merit seats.
Applications may be sent to the chairman, Vishwa Konkani Students scholarship Fund, World Konkani Centre, Konkani Gaon, Shakti
Nagar, Mangalore – 575016.
You may also use this link of online Application:
http://www.vishwakonkani.org/scholarship-application.html
Gurudath Bantwalkar, Asst. Director, World Institute of Konkani Language
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World Konkani Centre, Konkani Gaon, Shakti Nagar, Mangalore - 575016
www.bantwalbaliga.com

A New Novel (2010)

Buy this item on: EBay item #: 280495533471
http://cgi.ebay.com/Tale-Two-Worlds/280495533471?cmd=ViewItem&pt=US_Fiction_Books&has
h=item414ed62d9f

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------Matrimonial Ad.---------------------------------------------------------My search for a beautiful Konkani girl brings me here.
I live a simple life.
I work because I want to, not because I have to.
I am a process engineer by profession. What I do for work, is a heady mix of technology, salesmanship, and some skillful diplomacy.
I’m an active guy and I work hard to keep myself in shape. That way, I can be healthy, and be able to throw the ball around with my
kids one day.
Clubs and bars do little for me, unless they have great food or music (Jacob Wirth in Boston and RedBones in Somerville).
I celebrate the cultural aspects of Hinduism, but beyond that I'd rather we just be nice to each other and not worry about the rest.
Politically, I'm a conservative Democrat and a liberal Republican.
Lately, I find myself drawn to books that touch areas of social anthropology - how men and women think and act, and why. Until
recently, I was reading books on healthy living. In some time, it will be something else. (Controlled) Variety is the spice of my life.
I am fascinated by all things mechanical. Growing up, my brother and I spent endless hours building Lego helicopters and castles.
Mechanical watches are to me what shoes probably are to you. I have a Master's degree in engineering but steam piston engine model
kits still get me excited.
I love comedy - listening to someone do standup, my own attempts at being funny, being made fun of, or random silliness - it all makes
me laugh.
The woman I am looking for is educated, beautiful on the inside and outside, and confident. She is independent yet believes in the
value of family, and like me, has her own set of quirks, opinions, and interests.
If you like what you're reading, and think we might be a match, I'd love to hear from you.
I have plenty of pictures to share, but in the interest of not hogging any more newsletter space, I'm going to have to save those for later.
Thanks!
Naren Nayak
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ng.nk@hotmail.com
PS - I live in the Boston area.
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Klassified
Please patronize the Khabbar advertisers. Khabbar reaches over 1,700 families in North America. The advertisement rates are:
Matrimonial (5 Lines)
1/4 Page
1/2 Page
Full Page
Subscribers
$15.00
$25.00
$45.00
$85.00
Non Subscribers
$25.00
$45.00
$85.00
$160.00
Non Konkani
$50.00
$90.00
$170.00
$320.00
The Advisory Committee of Khabbar has unanimously decided NOT to accept any ads. wherein the advertisers prefer to stay
anonymous by using Khabbar reference.
WANTED:
Any Hoon Khabbar, sunshine news, your or your child's promotion or achievement, articles of interest, etc. are always in need to be
published in Khabbar. Share your joy or grief with fellow Konkanis. Send your contribution to: Khabbar, P. O. Box 222, Lake
Jackson, TX 77566-0222. email: khabbar@hotmail.com
KONKANI CHARITIES
The American Konkani Association (A. K. A.) is helping
eligible Konkani youth by granting College Loan Scholarships.
Send your generous contributions to: American Konkani
Association, 1153 Tamarack Pl., Munster, IN 46321
KONKANI CHARITIES
The Saraswat Foundation is helping poor deserving Bhanaps
in India. Send your donations to: Saraswat Foundation
178 Norman Drive, Morrisville, PA 19067
KONKANI COOK BOOKS
The two Konkani Cook Books, "Indian Cooking Konkani
Style" and "Millennium Masala Konkani Style" published by
American Konkani Association (A. K. A.) are for sale. The
cost per book is $12.00 + $1.50 for S & H. Mail check
payable to A.K.A. to: Mrs. Sandhya Kamath, 440 Glencrest
Dr., Barrington, IL 60010, Phone: (847)-277-9771
skamath@aol.com
KS-2008 D\VDs for Sale
Please send a check for $40.00 (per set) payable to “KAOCA”
and mail to:
Shyam Taggarsi, 20169 Chateau Drive, Saratoga, CA 95070
Please, include your name and address with your order.
F R E E (For North American patrons only)
“Proud To Be Konkani” CD
Courtesy of KS-2002, the hit song “Proud To Be Konkani”
CD’s are available for FREE. Contact: khabbar@hotmail.com
to get your FREE copy.
MATRIMONIAL
Parents invite matrimonial alliance for their daughter - 28, ht
5'4", smart, beautiful, fair, MS (USA), BE (India), working for
MNC, wants to settle in USA. Email photo and biodata to
shenoy.r1@gmail.com or call 469-619-2561
MATRIMONIAL DIRECTORY

Mr. Basti Ganapathi Shenoy of Las Vegas, NV is maintaining
a list of Konkani youth that are eligible for matrimony.
Interested boys and girls can send in their information to:
Mr. Basti Ganapathi Shenoy
8017 Celebreeze Crt., LAS VEGAS, NV 89145
Phone: (702)-341-6706; Email: bastishenoy@gmail.com
Please call weekends only 10:00 AM to 10:00PM (PST)
MATRIMONIAL
Inviting correspondence for our daughter, GSB, US educated,
28 yr, 5'-6", MD, working as an Anesthesiologist. For details
pl contact kiniraj@yahoo.com with boy's photo and CV. Boy
should be US educated, preferably a doctor and willing to
settle in TX. Serious inquiries only to kiniraj@yahoo.com
APPEAL
From January 2009, the soirika magazine editions
(http://www.soirika.com) have been named as SAMBHANDU
will be done by: Sambhandhu, C/o Bangalore Sri Kashi
Math, # 14, Sri Kashi Math Road, Malleshwaram
Bangalore 560 055
MATRIMONIAL ASSISTANCE
As a service to Konkani community, Sri. B. Srinivas Kamath
will offer free matrimonial assistance. Contact:
B.S.Kamath
Block #5, 1st Floor, Deepak Building,
Hari Shanker Joshi Road
Dahisar East, Mumbai-400068
Tel: 011-91-22-2828-3392
We as Federation of Indian Associations (FIA) of Tampa
Bay put together “Indian Funeral Resource Book”
Information in this book is helpful to everyone.
To order your copy of the book:
Mail check for $ 12.00 (includes shipping)
out to: “FIA of TAMPA BAY”
Address: Dr. Ram K. Pai., Chairman,
Community Services of FIA of Tampa Bay,
8452 Dunham Station Drive, Tampa, FL-33647.
TEL #: 813-391-2871. E-mail: ramnathkpai@hotmail.com
From Canada please send: Money order for US $ 12.00,
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Klassified(Cont)
We specialize in:
Elaborate wedding decorations & mandaps of your choice,
Church ceremonies & choopas, Reception set-ups,
Engagement, Sangeet, Mendi & Garba decorations, Wedding
favors, Fresh flowers for all occasions, Theme parties,
Convention & corporate gatherings, Nationwide Services
Contact:

ELEGANT AFFAIRS
The Event Coordinators
Show Room:
1275 Bloomfield Av., Bldg. 8, Unit 70
Fairfield, NJ 07004
Ph: 973-882-8001 FAX: 973-882-8002
www.elegant-affairs.com
For further information, Please Contact:
Sharda Shenoy
(973)-334-7340

Shobha Rao
(215)-957-1418

Suman Pai
(817)-483-0133

at&t
As a proud and dedicated AT&T employee, I’d like to take the
opportunity to inform you about the great value our AT&T
products and services have to offer
Internet Services
AT&T High Speed Internet/Dial Internet Services
Digital TV
AT&T DISH Network
AT&T Homezone
AT&T U-verse
Voice and Data (fax)
Local Services – Phones and Plans
Long Distance Services – Phones and Plans
Wireless Services – Phones and Plans
Customized Business Solutions
(Go to www.att.com to determine availability. )
To order the products and services please, call toll-free:
1-877-827-5288
(1-877-U-ASK-ATT)
Provide Referral Code - PB3242 when you order services
From: Poornima Bhat, Lake Jackson, TX

Shri Laxmi Venkateshaya Namah

Suresh & Usha Shenoy of

RAGHUCHANDRA BHAT
Konkani Priest












Puja Services as per Vedic rituals
Sudarshana Homa & Pavamana Homa
Hindu weddings, Upanayanam,Naming ceremony,
etc.
Chandi Path, Bhagavath Katha, etc.
Shanthi Paatha/Homa, Housewarming
Religiousclass – stotra’s samskith etc.
Shradha/Apara Samskara (last rituals)
Astrological consultation by phone and in person
Abhisheka-Vayustuti, Shiva, Vishnu, Ganesha
Navagraha
Satyanarayan Puja & other services
All Puja/Homa services can be offered at the
patron’s/priest residence. For patrons’ convenience,
puja can be conducted in absentia by the priest at his
residence and Prasad sent by mail.
366 Terrace Dr., Brookfield, WI 53045
(262)-717-9370 (H); (262)-424-6641 (Cell)
www.puja123.com Email: rvbprb@yahoo.com

KIRTI JEWELERS
&
KV DIAMONDS
Welcome You to their Brand New Showroom
located at:
6655 Harwin Drive, #A101, Houston, TX 77036
Come, see our collection of gorgeous Gold and Delectable
Diamond, Ruby, Pearl and Emerald Jewelry.

(713)-789-GOLD (4653)
Suresh & Usha Shenoy wish to thank members of the
community for their support to Kirti Jewelers & KV Diamonds
over the years and look forward to serving you for many years
to come

APPEAL
A great opportunity to serve an Indian Charity Organization (Anandashram) which shelters already 26 poor old people and which also
offers the free services of a “Hospice” (Palliative Care center)-a home for the terminally ill Cancer patients of our society. Income Tax
Payees in USA get the benefit of Income tax Exemption for their donations, if they donate directly to Konkani Charitable Fund (KCF)
Inc., with the suggestion that they should donate the same amount to Anandashram Seva Trust ®, Puttur, since KCF has recognized
Anandsharam as one of the recipients of their grants. Hence, the donors in USA can help us directly or indirectly thru KCF, 230
Oakley Avenue, San Carlos, CA 94070, to build this Palliative Care Centre. Please, visit our website: www.oldagehome-india.org
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